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HIS  little  piece  owes  its  existence 
to  the  suggestion  of  my  friend, 
WiLu  AM  Lepard,  Esq.  of  London,  who 
once,  in  the  course  of  conversation,  said, 
he  was  of  opinion,  that  if  a small  Tract 
was  published  as  a Companion  to  the 
Almanack,  it  might  be  useful.  Con- 
vinced of  the  utility  of  such  an  under- 
taking, and  believing  that  nothing  of 
the  kind  had  ever  been  done  before,  * 

I set  about  the  work,  and  have  at  length 


• It  wa.  not  till  afttr  the  first  Copy  wa.  carried  to  the 

Pram  •’  H dTl  of  the  C ommon 

rrayer.  Had  I known  much  sooner  what  this  book  con- 

tamed,  I should  most  probably  have  abandoned  my  design. 
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brought  it  to  that  state  in  which  it  now 
o 

nieets  the  public  eye. 

Various  are  the  sources  from  whence 
I have  derived  my  information ; but  as 
references  to  most  of  them  appear  in 
the  work,  a particular  enumeration  seems 
unnecessary.  To  two  living  Authors 
I ought,  however,  to  make  my  acknow-, 
ledgments:  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brand,  Au- 
thor of  an  improved  edition  of  Bourne  s 
popular  Antiquities,  and  Fellow  and  Se- 
cretary of  the  Society  of  Anticj^uaiies, 
London;  and  the  Rev.  John  Shepherd, 
M.  A.  Author  of  a Critical  and  Practical 
Elucidation  of  the  Morning  and  Evening 
Prayer  of  the  Church  of  England.  To 
some  friends  I am  also  indebted  for  as- 
sistance ; but  particularly  to  Mr.  Olin- 
THUS  Gregory,  Teacher  of  the  Mathe- 
matics, Cambridg-E,  * and  Author  of  a 


* Now  of  the  Royal  Military  Academy,  Woolwich. 
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late  valuable  Work  on  Astronomy;  who 
has  not  only  obliged  me  in  a variety  of 
other  respects,  but  has  kindly  contri- 
buted the  Astronomical  and  Chronologi- 
cal articles  which  appear  as  Introduc- 
tory to  the  Work. 

1 

In  most  of  the  Almanacks  published 
by  the  Stationers'  Company,  the  feasts 
and  fasts  of  obligation^  with  other  holi- 
days, are  distinguished  from  the  Saints' 
days  and  holidays  of  the  Romish 
Church,  by  being  printed  with  red  ink, 
and  therefore  called  red-letter-days.  But 
in  the  superior  Sheet  Almanacks, 
wrought  on  Copper- Plates,  such,  for 
instance,  as  the  Cambridge  and  Ox- 
ford University  Almanacks,  small 
CAPITALS  are  employed  to  point  out 
the  feasts  of  obligation  with  us,  and 

Italics,  for  the  Romish  Saints’  days, 
&c.  The  latter  is  the  method  I 


6 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


have  adopted  in  the  following  work. 
P'or  example,  the  Epiphany,  January 
6lh,  being  a festival  of  obligation,  is 
printed  in  Small  Capitals ; but  Luciair, 
which  is  on  the  8th  of  January,  not 
being  obligatory,  is  in  Italics;  and  so 
of  the  rest. 

The  method  pursued  in  the  com- 
position of  the  following  pages,  is,  first 
to  give,  by  way  of  Introduction,  a 
brief  sketch  of  the  origin,  and  nature 
of  Almanacks;  an  explanation  of  the 
usual  Chronological  Notes  and  Terms; 
and  a concise  description  of  various 
particulars  contained  in  the  Astrono- 
mical department  of  these  useful  an- 
nual publications.  With  respect  to  the 
Work  itself,  I have  proceeded  in  the 
regular  order  of  the  Calendar,  and  as 
the  several  fasts,  festivals,  and  Saints 
'days  occur,  have  given  such  Miscella- 
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11C0US  infoimation,  derived  from  Bio- 
graphy, Ecclesiastical  History,  aod  An- 
tiquities, as  seemed  necessary  to  eluci- 
date the  several  subjects  to  which  the 
articles  relate. 

I have  adapted  the  dates  to  the  year 
1803,  which  this  Companion  is 
rendered  fit  for  immediate  application 
to  the  Almanacks  just  published,  with- 
out being  useless  for  any  subsequent 
period;  because,  though  several  of  the 
dates  vary  annually,  the  general  cir- 
cumstances and  facts  to  which  they 
refer,  continue  the  same.  And  as  it  is 
my  earnest  desire  to  render  this  publi- 
cation of  extensive  utility,  I shall  be 
happy  to  avail  myself  of  any  candid  sug- 
gestions with  which  I may  be  favoured, 
with  a view  to  its  further  improve- 
ment. 

To  some  it  will  be  matter  of  sur- 


ADVERTISIMENT. 


prise  to  find  a dissenter  engaged  in  such 
an  undertaking  as  the  piesent  j since, 
to  be  consistent  with  himself,  his  own 
sentiments  must  be  much  at  variance 
A^ith  many  which  are  here  communi- 
cated. His  reply  is,  he  considers  him- 
self merely  in  the  light  of  an  Historian, 
and  although  he  hopes  he  shall  never 
be  ashamed  ol  his  Religious  principles, 
he  long  since  resolved  not  to  make  this 
publication  subservient  to  the  views  of 
'any  party. 


Cambridge,  December  1802. 
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TO  THE 

SECOND  EDITION. 

Author  of  this  little  Manual,  em- 
braces the  opportunity  which  this  Se- 
cond Edition  aiFords  him,  of  acknowledging 
witli  gratitude,  the  favourable  reception  it 
has  met  with  from  persons  of  very  different 
persuasions.  And,  as  in  the  Advertisement 
to  the  former  Edition,  he  expressed  a wish 
for  its  improvement,  lie  has  carefully  revised 
it,  availed  himself  of  a few  candid  sugges- 
tions from  friends,  and  made  such  additions 
to  several  articles,  as  he  thought  w^ould  ren- 
der the  work  more  generally  acceptable.  If 
the  Author  is  not  flattered  by  others,  the 
Companion  to  the  Almanack  will  be  found 
peculiarly  instructive  to  young  persons;  and, 
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altliougli  be  cannot  say  be  bad  any  particular 
view  to  them  in  compiling  it;  yet  as  tbe 
welfare  of  tbe  rising  generation  lies  near  his 
heart,  be  sliall  think  himself  happy  in  hav- 
ing an  opportunity  of  casting  his  Mite  into 
the  public  treasury  designed  for  their  in* 
struction. 

N.  B.  In  this  Edition,  the  Moveable  Feasts 
are  adapted  to  tlie  year  1804. 

Cambridge,  November  Isf,  1803. 
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.'MNCE  Mankind  have  found  it  necessary  to  note 
the  progress  of  time,  various  methods  of  registering 
it  have  been  devised  in  different  ages  and  countries. 
The  apparent  Motions  of  the  Sun  and  Moon  afforded 
an  obvious  measure  of  time ; and  from  these,  its  divisi- 
ons into  Years,  Months,  and  Days  have  been  gradu- 
ally deduced.  Herodotus  informs  us,  that  the  Egyp- 
tions  first  formed  the  year,  and  made  it  to  contain 
360  days  ; but  it  is  not  probable  they  at  once  arrived 
thus  near  the  truth ; indeed  Diodorus  Siculus,  Plu- 
tarch, and  Pliny,  assiire  us  that  the  Egyptian  year 
was,  at  first,  very  different.  The  ancient  Greek 
year  was  a lunar  year,  of  12  months,  containing  al- 
ternately 29  and  30  days  each.  The  ancient  Jewish 
year  consisted  of  11  lunar  months,  of  29  and  30 
days  alternately.  1 he  modern  Jewish  year  has  1 2 
such  months.  The  ancient  Arabic  year  contained 
Sot  days.  The  ancient  Roman  year,  as  first  set- 
tled by  Romulus,  contained  304>  days.  It  was  this 
Romulus  who  formed  the  Roman  Calendar  of  10 
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months,  which  was  similar  In  its  nature  and  use  to  the 
modern  Almanacks,  and  had  its  name  fi'om  Calcnd, 
of  KaXso;,  calo,  I call^  or  proclaim^  because  when  they 
reckoned  time  by  the  motions  of  the  moon,  a priest 
was  appointed  to  observe  the  first  appearance  of  the 
New  moon,  and  then  to  call  to  the  president  of  the 
, Racrifices  that  he  might  immediately  offer  one.  A» 
the  beginning  o{  Romulus’s  year  w'as  vague,  and  un- 
fixed to  any  precise  season,  Numa  Pompilius  correct- 
ed its  irregular  constitution,  by  adding  two  montlis, 
which  increased  the  year  to  855  days  ; and  causing 
it  to  begin  nearly  at  the  Winter  solstice,  by  intercalat- 
ing 22  days  every  2 years.  He  was  the  author  of 
the  Fasti,  or  calendars,  w'herein  were  expressed  the 
•several  days  of  the  year,  with  their  feasts,  games,  and 
other  ceremonies  : they  were  of  two  kinds,  greater 
and  less,  or  Fasti  magistrates,  and  Fasti  kalendares. 
The  Calendar  was  farther  improved  by  Julius  Cassar, 
who,  finding  that  the  Sun  performed  his  course  in 
365;^  days  nearly,  gave  365  days  to  each  three  years, 
but  to  every  4th  year,  266  days,  adding  a day  before 
the  6th  of  the  Calends  of  February,  w'hich  tvas  then 
leckoned  twice ; and  hence,  from  bissextus,  we  have 
the  term  bissextile,  or  leap-year.  But  the  astronomers 
concerned  In  reforming  the  Calendar  under  Pope 
Gregory  XIII-j  observing  that  in  4 years  tlic  bissex- 
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tile  added  4 1-nti.  more  than  the  real  course  of  the  sun, 
and  finding  that  in  133  years  this  would  cause  a diffe- 
rence of  a day  ; directed  that  in  the  course  of  every 
400  years  there  should  be  3 sextiles  retrenched,  the 
years  expressing  the  centuries  not  being  leap-years, 
unless  divisible  by  4 : thus  1600  and  2000  are  bissex- 
tile ; but  1700,  1800,  and  1900  are  not.  This  im- 
provement was  adopted  in  England  in  1752,  in  pur- 
suance of  an  act  of  parliament,  in  which  it  was  ordered 
that  the  day  next  following  the  2d  of  Sept,  should 
be  accounted  the  14th  : the  omission  of  the  inter- 
mediate days  causing  the  difference  between  the  Old 
Sl^le  and  the  New. 

The  origin  of  the  word  'which  we  now 

make  use  of,  is  much  controverted.  Some  derive 
it,  with  much  probability,  from  the  Arabic  par- 
ticle al,  they  and  manach,  to  county  whence  comes  al- 
manachy  the  diary.  But  Verstegan  writes  al-monaly 
and  says  it  is  of  Saxon  original.  Our  ancestors,  he 
observes,  used  to  carve  the  courses  of  the  moon,  for 
the  whole  year,  upon  a square  stick,  or  block  of  wood, 
which  they  called  al-monaghty  q.  d.  ali-moon-keed.  In- 
deed, it  is  well  known  that  almanacks  of  this  kind 
were  introduced  into  England  by  either  the  Saxons 
or  the  Danes  ; divers  remains  of  them  may  be  traced' 
in  our  midland  couoties.  Dr.  Plot  has  given  a curi- 
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ous  deacription  of  one  of  these  blocks,  or  clogs,  fou«4 
in  Staffordshire,  under  the  title  of  Thf  perjietual  Staf~ 
fordshire  Almanack.  From  the  description  it  ap- 
pears that  this  almanack  is  composed  of  blocks  of 
wood,  united  by  joints ; their  upper  surfaces  are  In- 
dented with  notches  for  the  days ; when  a moveable 
feast  occurs,  the  notch  is  continued  to  the  left  mar- 
gin of  the  clog,  and  terminated  w ith  a cross  stroke  ; 
a fixed  feast  is  in  like  manner  terminated  by  a cross 
stroke  at  the  margin  on  the  ri^ht : the  golden  num- 
bers, dominical  letters,  &c.  are  likewise  pointed  out; 
and  the  Saints’  days  are  exhibited  by  some  appropri- 
ate emblem ; thus  Hilar)',  being  a Bishop,  is  desig- 
nated by  a crosier  ; David,  by  a hurp,  &c.  The  pre- 
sent form  and  method  of  almanacks  are  ascribed  to 
John  Muller^  commonly  called  Regiomontanus ^ who 
having  established  a printing  house  at  Nuremberg, 
published  about  1472,  his  New  Calendar  and  his 

Ephemerides  : of  the  latter  work  he  speaks  thus  : 

“ The  Ephemerides,  which  they  vulgarly  call  an 
Almanack,  for  30  years  : where  you  may  every  day 
see  the  true  motion  of  all  the  planets,  of  the  moon’s 
nodes,  .with  the  aspects  of  the  moon  to  the  sun  and 
planets,  the  eclipses  of  the  luminaries  ; and  in  the 
fronts  of  the  pages  are  marked  the  latitudes.”  So 
that  this  seems  like  an  imperfect  sketch  of  a design 
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now  30  admirably  completed  by  Dr.  Maskelyne,  in 
his  excellent  JVautica!  Almanack.  Our  modern  alma- 
naclts  vary  In  their  contents  and  manner  of  composi- 
tion : the  essential  parts,  however,  are  the  calendar 
of  months  and  days,  with  the  risings  and  settings  of 
the  sun  and  moon,  the  eclipses,  fasts,  holidays,  &c. 
and  these  it  has  been  my  wish  to  explain  in  the  ensuing 
pages.  The  Almanack  annexed  to  the  Book  of  Com- 
mon Praper,  is  part  of  the  law  of  England,  of  which 
the  courts  must  take  notice  in  the  return  of  writs, 
and  in  their  other  proceedings;  a mistake  on  this  point 
has  often  produced  a writ  of  error. 


CHRONOLOGICAL  NOTES. 

In  most  Almanacks  we  meet  with  a small  table 
under  the  title  of  Chronological  Notes.  The  chief  of 
these  are  the  Dominical  Letter^  Golden  Number^ 
Efiact^  Cycle  of  the  Sun,  and  Roman  Indiction  ; 
which  I shall  briefly  describe  in  their  order, 

1. — Dominical  Letter,  or  Sunday  Letter,  one  of 
the  seven  letters  of  the  alphabet,  A,  B,  C,  D,  E, 
F,  G,  used  in  Almanacks  to  denote  the  Sundays 
throughout  the  year.  The  first  seven  letters  of  the 
alphabet  are  commonly  placed  to  shew  on  what  days 
of  the  week  the  days  of  the  month  fall  during  the 
-whole  year.  And  because  one  of  these  seven  letters 
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must  necessarily  stand  against  Sunday,  it  is  printed  in 
a capital  form,  or  in  red,  and  called  the  dominical  let- 
ter, the  other  six  being  inserted  in  some  Almanacks  in 
diffcient  characteis,  to  denote  the  other  6 days  of  the 
week.  The  dominical  letter  may  be  found  univer- 
sally, for  any  year,  thus  : 

' « Divide  the  centuries  by  4,  and  twice  what  does 
remain, 

**  Take  fiom  6,  and  then  add  to  the  number  you 
gain 

Their  odd  years  and  their  4th  ; which  dividing 
by  7, 

“ What  is  left  take  from  7,  the  letter  is  given.” 
In  Leap  year,  as  there  is  an  intercalary  day,  there  are 
two  dominical  letters,  one  serving  for  Januaiy  and 

February,  the  preceding  Letter  the  remaining  part  of 
the  year. 

2. — Golden  Number,  a number  shewing  what  year 
of  the  Mctonic,  or  Lunar  c^cle,  any  given  year  is. 
A cycle  is  a certain  period  or  series  of  numbers,  pro- 
ceeding orderly  from  first  to  last,  then  returning  again 
to  the  first,  and  so  circulating  pei-pctually.  Cycles 
were  adopted  In  Chronology,  for  the  purpose  of 
swallowing  up  the  fractions  of  time  in  the  revolutions 
of  the  heavenly  bodies.  Thus  the  Cycle  of  the  Moon, 
is  a revolution  of  19  years  j in  which  time  the  con- 
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junctions,  oppositions,  and  other  aspects  of  the  Moon, 
are  within  an  hour  and  a half  of  being  the  same  as 
they  were  on  the  same  days  of  the 'months  19  years 
before.  Hence,  to  find  the  Golden  Number ^ add  I 
to  the ‘given  year,  and  divide  the  sum  by  19;  what 
remains  will  be  the  golden  number ; unless  0 remain, 
for  then  19  is  the  golden  number, 

S. — Ejiacts  are  the  excesses  of  the  solar  month, 
above  the  lunar  synodical  month,  and  of  the  soVtr 
year  above  the  lunar  year  ol  1 2 synodical  months  ; or 
of  several  solar  months  above  as  many  synodical 
months,  and  several  solar  years  above  as  many  dozen 
of  synodical  months.  The  ejtactsy  then,  are  either 
menstrual  or  annual.  Menstrual  epacts  are  the  exceses 
of  the  civil  or  calendar  month  above  the  lunar  month. 
Annual  epacts  are  the  excesses  of  the  solar  year  above 
the  lunar : these  are  stated  every  year  in  the  Chrono- 
logical Notes.  As  the  rules  for  finding  epacts  are 
tedious  and  intricate  in  practice,  they  are  omitted. 

— The  cycle  of  the  Sun,  is  a revolution  of  23  year*, 
in  which  time  the  days  of  the  months  return  again  to 
the  same  days  of  the  week  ; the  Sun’s  place,  to  the 
same  signs  and  degrees  of  the  Ecliptic,  on  the  same 
month  and  days,  so  as  not  to  differ  one  degree  in  TOO 
years  ; and  the  leap  years  begin  the  same  course  over 
again  with  respect  to  the  days  of  thie  week  on  which 
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the  days  of  the  month  fall.  The  year  of  our  Sa* 
viour’s  birth,  according  to  the  vulgar  aera,  was  the 
9th  year  of  the  Solar  cycle : Therefore,  add  9 to 
any  given  year  of  Christ,  and  divide  the  sum  by 
1J8,  the  quotient  is  the  number  of  cycles  elapsed 
since  his  birth,  and  the  remainder  is  the  cycle 
for  the  given  year.  If  0 remains,  the  cycle  is  28. 

5.  — The  Roman  Indiction,  instituted  by  Constan- 
tine the  Great,  is  a cycle  of  tributes,  for  15  years, 
and  by  it  accounts  were  kept.  Afterwards,  in  memo- 
ry of  the  victory  obtained  by  Constantine  over  Me- 
zentius,  8.  Cal.  Oct,  S12,  by  which  freedom  was 
given  to  Christianity,  the  council  of  Nice,  for  the 
honour  of  Constantine,  ordained  that  the  accounts  of 
years  should  no  longer  be  kept  by  the  Olympiads,  but 
by  the  Indictiony  which  hath  its  epocha,  A.  D. 
813,  Jan.  1.  Therefore,  subtract  312  from  the  gi- 
ven year  of  our  Lord,  and  divide  the  remainder  by 
15  i what  remains  after  this  division  Is  the  ladit 
tion  for  the  given  year  ; if  0 remains,  the  indictloa. 
is  1.5. 

6.  — Besides  the  Feasts,  Festivals,  and  Saints'  days, 
which  are  pointed  out  in  the  Almanacks,  we  find  the 
Terms y which  are  the  times  or  seasons  of  the  year,  ia 

which  the  public  Colleges  or  Universities,  or  Courts 

: 

of  Law,  are  oj>en,  ox  sit.  8uch  arc  the  Oxford  and 
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Cambridge  terms,  also  the  terms  for  the  Courts 
of  K.ing’’s  Bench,  Common  Pleas,  and  the  Exche- 
fjuer,  which  are  the  High  Courts  of  Common  Ijaw. 
But  the  High  Court  of  Parliament,  the  Chancery, 
and  Inferior  Courts,  do  not  observe  the  terms.  Phe 
rest  of  the  year,  out  of  term  time,  forms  the  vaca* 
tions.  There  are/our  Law  Terms  in  the  year,  namely, 
Hilary  Term,  Easter,  Trinity,  and  Michaelmas 
Teims.  These  terms  have  1st,  2d,  3d,  &c.  returns. 
The  Oxford  Terms  are  four,  viz.- Lent,  Easter,  TrU 
nlty,  and  Michaelmas  Terms.  TL  he  Cambridge 
Terms  are  only  three,  viz.  Lent,  Easter,  and  Mi» 
chaelmas  Terms.  The  beginnings,  divisions,  end- 
ings, &c.  of  these  terms  are  always  shewn  in  the  Al- 
manacks. ‘ 

7. — ^The  reader  must  have  observed  that  every  page 
of  the  Common  Almanacks  is  divided  into  columns 
ruled  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  ; ^ in  order  to  under- 
stand what  is  the  information  which  these  columns 
are  intended  to  convey,  turn  to  the  page  in  the  Al- 
manack for  the  month  of  Februar)-,  which,  being  the 
shortest  month,  leaves  room  at  the  tops  of  the  co- 
lums  for  their  respective  titles  to  be  placed.  These 
columns,  it  will  be  found,  generally  shew  the  time 
of  the  Sun's  rising  and  settings  the  Moon's  age,  ths 
Moon's  rising  and  settings  the  time  of  (he  Sun’s  entrance 
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znio  the  signs  of  the  EcUfitic,  the  Sun^s  declination.  Clod 
iefore  and  after  Sun,  the  duration  of  tnvillght,  the  time 
f>f  New  and  Full  Moon,  Eclifises,  Sic.  A few  ex- 
planatory remarks  are  added  relating  to  these  particu- 
lars. 

8 The  Sun*s  rising  and  setting  arc  generally  calcu- 
lated for  the  latitude  of  London  or  Greenwich ; the 
lengths  of  the  da.ys  are  therefore  greater  tlian  given 
in  the  Almanacks,  in  the  Northern  part  of  Great 
lintain,  while  the  Sun  is  north  of  the  equator,  and 
lets,  when  the  Sun  Is  south  of  that  circle.  In  some 
Almanacks,  both  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  sun  are 
ahewnin  a concise  way  : thus,  suppose  July  laf,  Slu- 
45m.  9h.,  the  meaning  of  this  is  that  the  Sun  rise® 

45m.  after  3 o’clock,  and  sets  45m.  Iefore  9,  or  15m. 
after  8. 

9.-— Although  the  Sun  is  placed  in  the  centre  of 
the  Solar  system,  and  the  Earth  moves  round  that  lu- 
minary in  nearly  a circular  orbit,  yet,  to  an  observer, 
it  appears  as  though  the  Earth  were  at  rest,  and  the 
«un  moved  round  it.  The  circle  in  which  the  sun 
af /tears  to  move  is  called  the  Ecli/itic  : it  is  conceived 
to  be  divided  into  12  equal  parts  called  signs,  a® 
^rtes,  Taurus,  Sic.,  and  each  sign  into  30  degrees. 
The  distance  of  the  point  in  the  Ecliptic,  at  which  the 
Sun  is  found  at  any  time,  from  the  Equator,  is  called 
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the  Declination.  It  is  north  during  the  summer  half* 
year,  and  south  during  the  winter  half  year.  It  i» 

given  in  the  Almanacks,  in  a column  marked  Sun's 
dech 

10.  — The  word  Twilight  suggests  an  idea  of  its 
nature.  It  is  between,  or  partakes  of,  two  lights^ 
that  of  the  Sun,  and  that  of  the  Stars.  The  morn- 
ing twilight  begins,  or  day  breaks ^ when  the  Sun  is 
not  more  than  about  18*^  below  our  horizon;  for 
then  his  rays  are  brought  by  the  reflecting  and  re- 
fracting power  of  the  air  within  our  horizon,  and 
thus  causing  a gradual  approach  of  the  light  of  day; 
whereas,  if  we  had  no  atmosphere,  we  should  be  hur- 
ried at  once  from  the  darkness  of  night  to  the  splen- 
dour of  broad  day.  Similar  remarks  will  apply  to  the 
Evening  twilight.  From  the  22d  of  May  to  the  21  st 
of  July,  the  twilight  continues  all  night;  of  course 
we  then  have  no  real  night. 

1 1 .  — While  the  Earth  moves  r®und  the  Sun,  in  a 
nearly  circular  orbit,  the  Muon  moves  round  the  Earth, 
in  such  a path  as  would  be  nearly  circular,  provided 
the  Earth  stood  still.  Sometimes,  therefore,  the 
Moon  is  in  a line  between  the  Earth  and  the  Sun ; 
and  then,  as  the  Moon  is  a dark  body,  and  only  shines 
with  the  light  she  receives  from  the  Sun,  her  enlight- 
ened part  « turned  from  the  earth,'  and  we  cannot 
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behold  her:  this  is  the  time  of  Netv  Moon,  and  it  the 
period  from  which  the  MootCs  age  is  reckoned,  ia 
days.  Rather  more  than  14  days  after  this,  the 
Earth  is  between  the  Sun  and  Moon : then  the  whole 
of  the  Moon’s  enlightened  face  is  towards  the  Earth, 
and  she  shines  upon  ns  in  all  her  lustre;  this  we  call 
The  Full  Moon.  If  the  plane  in  which  the  Moon 
moves  exactly  coincided  with  that  in  which  the  Earth 
moves,  then,  at  every  New  Moon  the  Moon  would 
hide  a part  of  the  Sun  from  tis,  and  we  should 
have  an  Fclipse  of  the  Sun ; and  at  every  Full 
Moon,  the  Earth  would  keep  a pait  of  the  Sun’s  light 
from  the  Moon,  and  we  should  have  an  Eclipse  of 
the  Moon.  As  the  planes  in  which  the  Earth  and 
Moon  move,  do  not  coincide,  we  do  not  have 
Eclipses  at  every  New  and  Full  Moon  : it  follows, 
however,  that  there  can  be  no  Eclipse  of  the  Sun  but 
at  the  time  of  the  New  Moon ; and  no  Eclipse  of  the 
Moon  but  at  the  time  of  Full  Moon. 

12. — It  is  not  only  remarkable,  but  a motive  for 
our  gratitude,  that  the  Moon,  during  the  week  in 
which  she  is  full  about  the  time  of  harv'est,  rises 
sooner  after  suu-setting,  and  with  less  difference  be- 
tween the  times  of  two  successive  risings,  than  she 
does  in  any  other  Full  Moon  week  in  the  year.  By 
these  means  she  affords  an  almost  immediate  supply 
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of  light  after  sun-set,  which  is  rery  beneficial  for  ga- 
thering in  the  har\'eit  and  fruits  of  the  Earth ; hence 
this  Full  Moon  is  distinguished  from  all  others  in  the 
year  by  the  appellation  of  the  Harvest  Moon.  To 
conceire  the  reason  of  this,  it  may  first  be  considered 
that  the  Moon  is  always  opposite  to  the  Sun  when 
she  is  in  full ; that  she  is  full  in  the  signs  Pisces  and 
Aries,  is  our  harvest  months,  those  being  the  signs 
opposite  to  Virgo  and  Libra,  the  signs  occupied  by  the 
Sun  in  that  season  ; and  that  those  parts  of  the  Eclip- 
tic (in  which  the  Moon  then  is)  rise  from  the  hori- 
zon in  northern  Latitudes  in  a smaller  angle,  and,  of 
course,  equal  spaces,  in  shorter  intervals  of  time  than 
any  other  points,  as  may  be  easily  shewn  by  the  Ce- 
lestial Globe : consequently,  since  the  Moon’s  orbit 
deviates  not  much  from  the  Ecliptic,  slie  rises  with  less 
difference  of  time,  and  more  immediately  after  sun- 
set, about  harvest,  than  when  she  is  full  at  other  sea- 
sons of  the  year.  Fhe  sun  enters  Libra  on  Septem- 
ber 23,  and  the  Full  Moon  which  is  nearest  that  day, 
is,  properly  speaking,  Harvest  Moon.  Some 
other  particulars  relative  to  this  subject,  would  have 
been  inserted,  had  room  permitted ; the  above,  how, 
ever,  may  suffice  for  a popular  view  of  the  matter  : 
those  who  wish  to  consider  it  more  minutely  are  re- 
ferred to  the  books  on  Astronomy. 
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CLOCK  BEFORE  SUN.— CLOCK  AFTER 

SUN. 

Tn  most  Almanacks  we  meet  with  columns  having 
the  foregoing  words  above  them  ; which  is  necessary 
to  explain.  Time  is  measured  either  by  some  in- 
strument, as  a Clock  or  Watch  \ or  by  the  apparent 
motions  of  some  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  and  particu- 
larly, of  the  Sun.  A clock  or  watch  properly  regu- 
lated measures  mean  or  equal  time;  and  many  sup- 
pose that  the  Sun  in  his  apparent  journey  through 
the  heavens  also  funiishes  us  with  an  accurate  mea- 
sure ; but  this  supposition  is  erroneous,  for  the  appa- 
rent motion  of  that  luminary  is  very  unequal.  Astro- 
nomers shew  that  this  inequality  depends  chiefly  upon ' 
two  causes,  the  obliquity  of  the  ecliptic  (or  Sun’s  ap- 
parent path)  with  respect  to  the  equator,  and  the 
unequal  motion  of  the  Earth  in  an  elliptical  or  oval 
orbit.  The  time,  then,  as  shewn  by  the  Sun,  is  called 
apparent  time ; and  the  difference  between  mean  and 
apparent  time  is  called  the  Equation  of  time.  This  is 
given  m our  Almanacks  under  the  words  Clock  bef. 
or  Clock  after  Sun : and  Clocks,  to  shew  mean  time, 
should  be  so  regulated  that  they  may  be  so  many  mi- 
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nutes  and  seconds  before  or  after  the  Sun  as  the  co- 
lumns express.  The  mean  and  apparent  time  agree 
four  times  in*  the  year,  viz.  about  April  15th,  June 
15th,  September  1st,  and  December  24111:  on  these 
days  the  Equation  is  nothing.  It  is  the  greatest  about 
November  1st,  when  it  is  16m.  14s. 


ASTROLOGICAL  FIGURES,  &c. 

In  some  Almanacks,  as  Poor  Robin’s  Book  Alma- 
nack, the  Cambridge  Sheet  Almanack,  &c.  is  in- 
serted a figure  of  a man  surrounded  by  the  signs  of 
tlie  Zodiac.  These  figures  were  first  introduced  int» 
Almanacks  at  the  time  when  the  belief  of  the  Astro- 
logical Influence  of  tlie  Stars  and  Constellations  over 
the  human  body  prevailed.  Thus  Aries  was  supposed 
to  rule  over  the  head,  Taurus  over  the  neck,  Gemini 
over  the  arras.  Cancer  rhc  breasts, &c.  And  although 
sensible  men  have  long  rejected  all  dependence  upon 
Astrological  notions  and  predictions,  as  absurd,  fanci- 
ful, and  unsatisfactory,  yet  the  compilers  of  these 
Almanacks  still  find  it  necessary  so  far  to  comply 
with  long  established  custom,  as  to  insert  the  figures 
and  predictions : it  therefore  appeared  proper  to  e v 
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plain  bi  lefly  their  nature  and  origin,  but  In  the  preient 
enlightened  times  a longer  dissertation  on  the  subject 
would  be  an  affront  to  the  understanding  of  the 
reader.  ^ 

Vigils,  or  Eves.  In ‘the  primitive  times  it  was 
the  custom  to  pass  great  part  of  the  night  which  pre* 
, ceded  certain  holidays,  in  religious  exercises.  And 
these  exercises,  from  being  performed  in  the  night, 
were  called  vigilae,  vigils,  or  watchings.’* 


THE  DAYS  OF  THE  WEEK  EXPLAINED. 

The  ancient  Saxons  had  a great  many  Idols,  seven 
of  which  were  appropriated  to  the  seven  days  of  the 
Week,  because  of  some  worship  that  was  paid  to  each 
idol  on  Its  respective  day. 

Sunday,  was  so  called,  because  it  fell  upon  that 
day  in  the  week,  which  was  dedicated  to  the  worship 
of  the  Sun-,  and  therefore  was  best  known  by  that 
name.  It  is  also  called  tlie  Sabbath-,  which  signifies 
rest.  But  the  most  proper  name  for  it  is,  the  Lord* s 
dat/,  as  Mr.  Nelson  has  obsei-ved  from  St.  John. 

Monday,  the  second  day  of  the  week ; so  called 
as  being  anciently  sacred  to  the  Moon,  q.  d.  woen- 
ia^. 
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TuetJa^t  so  called  from  Tuisco,  who  had  been  a 
Riao  of  great  renown  among  the  Germans,  'after 
whom  they  called  themselves  Tuitshen,  i.  e.  Tuitsh- 
men,  from  whence  comes  the  modei'a  name  Dutch* 
men.  The  third  day  of  the  week  was  especially  de- 
dicated to  the  worship  of  this  idol,  and  was  therefore 
called  TuUday^  or  Tuesday. 

Wednesday y or  Wodensday^  from  Woden,  who  had 
been  a famous  warrior,  and  was  therefore  honoured 
as  the  god  of  Battle,  as  Mars  was  among  the  Ro- 
mans. He  was  chiefly  worshipped  on  the  fourth  day 
of  the  week,  which  accordingly  bears  his  name.* 

Thursdayy  or  Thorsdayy  from  Thor,  the  god  who 
was  supposed  to  govern  the  winds  and  clouds,  and  to 
whom  they  prayed  for  seasonable  weather,  and  that 
especially  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  week. 

Fridayy  or  Frigedeagy  from  Frig  A,  a goddess,  the 
reputed  giver  of  peace  and  plenty,  for  which  gifts 
they  prayed  to  her  chiefly  on  the  sixth  day. 

Saturdayy  from  Seater-day,  in  honour  of  Seater, 
to  whom  they  prayed  for  prbtection,  freedom,  and 
concord,  and  also  for  the  fruits  of  the  earth.  He  was 
worshipped  on  the  seventh  day,  which  on  that  account 
is  distinguished  by  his  name. 

The  Romans  finding,  or  fancying,  some  resem- 
blance between  the  attributes  of  these  Saxon  idols. 
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and  several  of  their  gods,  imagined  them  to  be  the 
same.  As  IVoden,  they  supposed  to  be  Mars;  Thor  to 
be  Jufiitert  the  thunderer ; Friga  to  be  F" musj  the 
goddess  of  Love  and  Friendship,  and  especially  be- 
cause Venus  was  honoured  by  them  on  the  same  day 
of  the  week.  Sealer  they  mistook  for  Saturn,  merely 
because  of  the  like  sounding  of  the  name. 
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1738. 

Queen  Charlotte,  .... 
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1766. 

Duke  of  Kent,  ...*.. 

1767. 

Princess  Augusta  Sophia, 

Nov.  8, 

1768. 

Princess  Elizabeth,  . . . . 

1770. 

Duke  of  Cumberland,  . . 

1771. 

Duke  of  Sussex,  . . . . 

1773. 

Duke  of  Cambridge,  . . 

1774. 

Princess  Mary, 

1776. 

Princess  Sophia,  . . . . 

1777- 
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Prlnceis  Amelia,  Aug.  7,  1783- 

Duchess  of  Brunswick,  Aug.  II,  1737, 

Duke  of  Gloucester, . . Nov.  25,  1743. 

Princess  of  Wales,  May  17,  1768. 

Duchess  of  York,  May  7,  1767- 

Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales,  . . . Jan.  7,  1796. 
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tiANUARY,  the  name  of  the  first  month  m the 
year,  according  to  the  computation  now  used  in  the 
West.  The  word  is  derived  from  the  Latin  word 
Januarius,  a name  given  it  by  the  Romans,  from 
Janus,  one  of  their  deities,  to  whom  they  attributed 
two  faces,  because  on  the  one  side  the  1st  of  Januaiy 
looked  towards  the  new  year,  and  on  the  other  to- 
wards the  old.  On  the  21st  of  this  month  the  Sun 
enters  Aquarius. 

1, — Circumcision.  This  day  is  kept  as  a festi- 
val to  commemorate  the  Circumcision  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  This  rite  was  first  enjoined  Abraham, 
by  God,  and  aftcrwaids  repeated  to  Moses.  It  was 
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to  be  perfornied  on  male  children  the  eighth  day  after 
their  birth.  Agreeable  to  which  divine  precept  our 
Saviour  was  circumcised  at  the  appointed  time,  Luke 
ft-  21.  It  seems  probable  that  this  festival  was  not 
instituted  later  than  the  vi.  century.  It  was  revived 
at  the  publication  of  our  English  Liturgy,  and  first 
observed  on  January  1,  1550. 

L On  this  day,  which  is  called  New-Year’s  day, 
presents,  called  New-Year’s  Gifts,  are  sent  to  friends 
and  acquaintances.  The  custom  was  probably  adopt- 
ed fiom  the  Saturnalia,  which  were  feasts  instituted 
in  honour  of  Saturn,  and,  kept  at  Rome  on  December 
17,  or  the  16  Calends  of  January.  They  continued 
about  a week,  during  which  there  were  fi  equent  and 
luxurious  feastings  amongst  friends,  and  presents  were 
sent  mutually.  But  as  the  heathens  imagined  the  send- 
ing presents  at  this  season  was  lucky,  and  an  omen  of 
the  success  of  the  following  year  ; and  as  some  Chris- 
tians appear  to  have  entertained  the  same  notion,  se- 
veral holy  men,  and  some  general  Councils,  forbade 
any  such  custom,  because  the  observance  of  it,  out  of 
any  such  design  and  view,  was  superstitious  and  sin- 
ful.  The  practice  itself,  however,  is  innocent,  if 
not  praise-worthy.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Bourne  says, 

“ If  I send  a New-year’s  Gift  to  my  friend,  it  shall 
be  a token  of  my  friendship ; if  to  my  benefactor, 
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a token  of  my  gratitude  ; if  to  the  fioory  which  at 
this  time  must  never  be  forgot,  it  shall  be  to  make 
their  hearts  sing  for  joy,  and  give  praise  and  adora- 
tion to  the  Giver  of  all  good g'tfisd*  Popular  Antiqui- 
ties, pa.  206,  7. 

6. — Epiphany,  [the  twelfth  day  after  Christmas,] 
is  a Greek  word,  signifying  “ an  appearance  of  light ; 
a manifestation.”  And  this  day  is  kept  as  a festival 
to  celebrate  the  manifestation  of  our  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ  to  the  Gentiles.  It  has  a particular  reference 
to  the  Wise  Men  of  the  East,  who  were  directed, 
in  a supernatural  manner  by  a star,  to  leave  their  own 
country,  and  come  into  Judea,  to  inquire  after  oui 
Saviour,  and  pay  him  homage.  Herod,  the  King, 
directed  them  to  Bethlem  ; and  upon  their  leaving 
Jerusalem,  the  same  star  which  they  saw  in  the  East 
went  before  them,  and  at  last  stood  over  where  the 
young  child  was.  The  house  being  thus  pointed  out, 
they  went  in,  fell  down,  and  worshipped  him,  and 
opening  their  treasures,  presented  unto  him,  gold, 
and  frankincense,  and  myrrh.  Many  Christians 
spend  the  evening  of  this  day  in  a manner  very  diffe- 
rent from  the  original  design  of  the  festival.  The 
rites  vary  in  different  places,  but  the  design  of  them 
all  is  much  the  same,  namely,  to  do  honour  to  the 
Eastern  Sages,  who  are  supposed  to  have  been  kings. 
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The  manner  of  drawing  king  and  queen  on  this  day, 
is  given  - by  Mr.  Brand,  from  a letter  in  the  Univer- 
sal Magazine  for  177t.  « I went,  (says  tlie  Au- 

thor), to  a friend’s  house  in  the  countrj'^  to  partake 
of  some  of  those  innocent  pleasures  that  constitute  a 
merry  Christmas.  I did  not  return  till  I had  been 
present  at  drawing  king  and  queen,  and  eaten  a slice 
of  the  twelftli-cake  made  by  the  hands  of  my  good 
friend’s  consort.  After  tea  yesterday,  a noble  cake 
was  produced,  and  two  bowls  containing  the  fortu-- 
Date  chances  for  the  different  sexes.  Our  host  filled 
up  the  tickets  ; the  whole  company,  except  the  king 
and  queen,  were  to  be  ministers  of  state,  maids  of  ho- 
nour, &c.  Our  kind  host  and  hostess  became  king 
and  queen.  According  to  twelfth  day  law,  eacb 
party  Is  to  support  their  character,  till  midnight.  Af- 
ter supper  one  called  for  a king’s  speech,  &c.”  Mr. 
Brand  adds,  “ the  rest  "is  political  satire,  and  foreign 
to  our- purpose.” 

8. — Lucian^  priest  and  martyr.  I cannot  ascer- 
tain the  time  when  Lucian  suffered  Martyrdom  j but, 
according  to  Parker’s  Ecclesiastical  History,  it  was 
in  the  early  age  of  the  chinch.  He  is  said  to  have 
been  most  remarkably  conversant  and  skilled  in  the 
sacred  writings. 

Plough  Monday^  the  Monday  after  twelfth- 
day,  “ when,  ’ says  Bailey,  “ the  ploughmen  in  the 
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North  Country  draw  a plough  from  door  to  door, 
and  beg  plough  money  to  diink  ; from  whence  this 
<;ustom  took  its  name.”  In  the  Ladies  Diary,  for 
1795,  Mr.  Chapman,  of  Bratton  School,  nearWest- 
bury,  Wilts,  says,  “ Ploughday  had  its  origin  when 
the  feudal  system  prevailed  in  this  country  ; when  the 
lords  and  barons  had  their  lands  tilled  by  their  vassals 
dr  tenants.  The  Christmas  holidays  terminated  on 
twelfth  day,  and  the  ploughing  season  for  the  New 
Year  commenced  the  first  Monday  after ; on  which 
day  the  the  sockmen  (as  this  sort  of  ploughmen  were 
then  called)  were  obliged  to  appear  with  their 
ploughs,  2cc.  at  a place  appointed,  there  to  have  them 
examined,  whether  they  were  in  proper  condition  to 
perform  their  lord’s  work  ; for  ploughs  were  scarce, 
and  it  was  a mark  of  some  consequence  to  possess  one 
in  good  order.  Hence  the  appellation  of  Plough  Mon- 
day has  ever  since  been  retained  to  the  first  Monday 
after  twelfth  day.”  Mr.  Brand  conjectures,  that  as, 
the  ploughmen  beg  money,  it  was  done  onginally  at  a 
time^when  they  could  not  plough  the  land  on  account 
of  its  being  frozen  ; as  watermen  drag  about  a boat 
in  severe  frosts  and  beg  money  beqauje  they  are  un- 
able to  ply  on  the  river.  But  as  on  this  day  several 
parties  go  about  without  any  plough,  they  appear  to 
have  engrafted  another  custom  on  the  former,  either 
that  of  the  ancient  festival  of  fools,  of  which  the 
figures  Fool^and  Betsj/  are  fragments ; or  more  probai* 
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bly  the  Morrice,  i.  e.  the  Moriscoe  dances ; which 
are  derived  from  the  Moriecoes  or  Moors.  The  men 
appear  in  their  shirts,  with  ribbands  of  various  colours 
tied  round  their  arms  and  flung  across  their  shoulders. 
They  dance  sarabands,  chacons,  &c.  and  always  beg 
money. 

1 3. — Hilary Bishop  of  Poictiers,  in  France,  flou- 
rished about  the  year  354.  Mosheim  says,  he  was  a 
man  of  penetration  and  genius,  notwithstanding  which 
he  has,  for  the  most  part,  rather  copied  in  his  writ- 
ings, Tertullian  and  Origen,  than  given  us  the  fruits 
I of  his  own  study  and  invention.  The  best  edition  of 
his  works  is  by  the  French  Benedictines. 

18.' — PriscUi  was  a Roman  lady  unmarried,  who 
suffered  a cruel  martyrdom  by  tlie  sword,  about  A. 
I).  275.  She  is  esteemed  a saint  of  the  inferior  order. 
Her  relics  are  said  to  be  preserved  in  the  Church  at 
Rome,  which  bears  her  name,  and  gives  title  to  a 
Cai’dinal. 

29. — Fabiany  Bishop  of  Rome,  was  put  to  death 
in  the  seventh  primitive  persecution  which  was  raised 
by  the  Emperor  Decius,  250.  He  sat  in  the  see  of 
Rome  fourteen  years. 

21  — ^Ag  N E s,  ayoungvirgin,  being  accused  of  Chris- 
tianity,  was  brought  before  the  judge,  who  laboured, 
by  flatteries  and  by  threatenings,  to  make  her  abjure 
her  religion.  She  replied  that  « she  feared  not  his  tor- 
ments, but  was  willing  to  undergo  them,  ye^  and  even 
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death  Itself  for  Christ’s  sake.”  The  tyrant  command- 
ing  her  to  be  dispatched,  she  saw  a soldier  coming  to- 
wards her  with  a naked  sword.  Upon  which  she  re- 
joiced, sa)dng,  “ This,  O this  is  he  1 love.  I will 
make  haste  to  meet  him,  and  no  longer  protract  my 
longing  desires.  I will  willingly  receive  the  length 
of  his  sword  into  my  breast,  &c.”  Then  kneeling 
down,  the  executioner,  according  to  Fox,  cut  off 
her  head.  She  suffered  under  Dioclesian. 

22. — Vincent f a Spanish  Deacon.  This  good  man 
suffered  most  dreadful  torments.  He  was  racked, 
wounded  in  all  his  members,  his  body  scratched  with 
sharp  iron  combs,  seared  with  hot  plates,  and  then 
sprinkled  with  hot  burning  salt ; after  which  he  was 
thrown  into  a dungeon,  where,  « rejoicing  with  joy 
unspeakable,”  he  expired. 

25. — Conversion  of  St.  Paul.  The  apostle 
Paul  was  born  at  Tarsus,  the  chief  city  in  Cilicia, 
and  was  by  birth  a citizen  of  Rome.  He  studied 
at  Jerusalem  under  Gamaliel,  of  whom  it  is  said 
in  the  Mishna,  “ that  when  he  died,  the  ho- 
nour  of  the  law  vanished.”  Paul  was  a person  of 
great  natural  abilities,  of  quick  apprehension,  strong 
passions,  and  firm  resolution.  He  appears  likewise 
to  have  been  unblameable  in  his  life,  and  faithful 
to  the  dictates  of  conscience.  For  a time  he  was 
a bitter  enemy  to  Christianity,  and  a furious  per- 
secutor of  all  who  professed  it.  Hence,  when 
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Stephen  was  stoned  he  consented  to  his  death,  and 
held  the  clothes  of  his  murderers.  Lut  tliis  opposi- 
tion was  soon  overcome  ; for  as  he  was  going  to  Da- 
mascus, fraught  with  the  same  spirit ; suddenly  tliere 
shone  a light  from  heaven,  brighter  than  the  sun. 
Paul  and  his  attendants  were  struck  to  the  ground, 
and  HE  “ heanl  a. voice  saying,  Saul,  Saul,  why  per- 
secutest  thou  me  ? ’ From  this  moment  his  enmity 
was  slain — he  embraced  that  Saviour  whom  he  had  per- 
secuted in  his  members— « preached  the  faith,”  which 
he  had  endeavoured  to  destroy,  and  diffused  the 
knowledge  of  salvation  tlirough  widely  extended  re- 
gions. Lardner  thinks  Paul  was  converted  in  36, 
or  37  ; but  as  I never  met  with  a reason  for  fixing  his 
conversion  on  the  day  above  mentioned,  I cannot  give 
any.  Every  attentive  reader  of  the  N e w Te  s ta  m e n t 
must  be  acquainted  with  the  principal  circumstances 
in  the  life  of  this  very  extraordinary  man  ; and  every 
one  who  has  imbibed  the  genuine  spirit  of  Chris- 
tianity, cannot  fail  having  for  him  a peculiar  de- 
gree of  affection.  The  learned  man,  mentioned  above 
thinks  Paul  suffered  martyrdom  in  64,  or  65  ; but 
Calmet  says,  “ this  great  apostle  consummated  his  mar- 
tyrdom on  the  29M  of  Juncy  in  the  66th  year  of  our 
Saviour  Chiist.  He  was  beheaded  under  Nero, 
at  a place  called  tlie  Salvian  Waters.”  St.  Paul 
wrote  fourteen  epistles,  or  letters,  which  are  placed 
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hj  Dr.  Lardner  in  the  following  chronological 
order : 

I.  II.  to  the  Thessalonians,  written  at  Corinth  in  52. 
to  the  Galatians,  from  Rome,  or  Ephesus,  in. 
52,  or  early  in  53. 

I.  to  the  Corinthians,  at  Ephesus,  in  the  spring  of 

66. 

I.  to  Timothy,  in  Macedonia,  or  near,  in  56. 
to  Titus,  when  Paul  was  in  Macedonia  and 

Achaia,  in  56. 

II.  to  the  Corinthians  in  Macedonia,  57. 

to  the  Romans  at  Corinth,  the  beginning  of  58*. 
to  the  Ephesians,  at  Rome,  in  61. 

II.  to  Timothy,  ^t  Rome,  in  61. 
to  the  Philippians, 

Colossians  and  > 

Philemon, 

To  the  Hebrews,  at  Rome,  or  in  Italy,  in  63. 

I cannot  conclude  this  aiticle,  long  as  it  is,  without 
mentioning  the  “ Observations  on  the  Conver- 
sion and  Apoitleship  of  St.  Paul,  by  Lord  Lit- 
tleton.” Dr.  Doddrige,  speaking  of  this  -.piece, 
says,  that  “ in  it  will  be  found  a most  compendious 
yet  unanswerable  Demonstration  of  Christia- 
nity, proposed  in  so  clear,  elegant,  and  nervous  a 
manner,  with  such  intermingled  traces  of  the  Au- 
thor’s excellent  heart,  that  he  must  sorely  be  among 
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the  most  perfect,  or  the  most  unteachable  of  mankind, 
who  is  not  greatly  edified  and  inst)'ucted  by  it.’* 

PTu AGEsi M A SuNDAY.  “ The  three 
Sundays  and  weeks  that  precede  Lent,  have  Jong 
been  distinguished  by  the  names  of  Septuagesima, 
Sexagesima,  and  Quinquagesima  ; terms  signifying 
the  seventieth,  sixtieth,  and  fiftieth.  Many*  fmei- 
ful  or  absurd  reasons  have  been  assigned  for  the  titles 
of  these  Sundays.  But  the  most  satisfactory  one  is  as 
follows.  When  the  words  Septuagesima,  Sexage- 
sima, and  Quinquagesima  were  first  applied  to  denote 
these  three  Sundays,  the  season  of  I.ent  had  gene- 
rally  been  extended  to  a fast  of  six  weeks,  that  is, 
thirty-six  days,  not  reckoning  the  Sundays,  which 
were  always  celebrated  as  festivals.  At  this  time, 
likewise,  the  Sunday  which  we  call  the  first  Sunday 
in  Lent,  was  styled  simply  Quadragesima,  or  the  for- 

* One  writer,  Pseudo-Alcuin,  finds  a great  mystery 
in  Sexagesima : for  six  is  a perfect  number,  the  sixth  part  of  it 
is  one,  the  haif  of  it  three,  the  third  of  it  two  ; and  one  two 
and  three  makes  six  ; and  ten  times  six  is  sixty  ■ and  sixty,  ' 
like  six,  is  a perfect  number,  and  signifies  the  completion  of  a 
good  work.  Therefore  it  is  necessary  that  Sexagesima  be  de- 
voted to  good  works,  to  watching,  fasting,  &c.  On  Quin- 
c|uagesima  he  remarks,  that  as  six  denotes  the  perfection  of  . 
works,  90  does  five  denote  the  good  works  performed  by  the 
five  corporeal  senses,  hearing,  seeing,  tasting,  smelling,  and 
touching.  Five  times  ten  is  fifty,  and  whoever  by  the  minis- 
tration of  theke  senses  fulfils  the  law,  shall  be  a partaker  of  the 
resurrection,  which  will  be  commemorated  at  Eastet, 
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ticth,  meanlag  the  fortieth  day  before  Easter.  Qua- 
dragesima was  also  the  name  given  to  Lent,  and  de- 
noted the  Qjtadragestma't  or  forty  days  fast.  When 
the  three  weeks  before  Quadragesima  ceased  to  be 
considered  as  weeks  after  the  Epiphany,  and  were  ap- 
pointed to  be  observed  as  a time  of  preparation  for 
Lent,  it  was  perfectly  comformable  to  the  ordinary 
mode  of  computation  to  reckon  backwards,  and  for 
the  sake  of  even  and  round  numbers  to  count  by  de- 
cads.  The  authors  of  this  novel  institution,  and  the 
compilers  of  the  new  proper  offices,  would  naturally 
call  the  first  Sunday  beiore  Quadragesima,  Quinqua- 
gesima ; the  second,  Sexagesima ; and  the  third, 
Septuagesima.  This  reason  corresponds  with  the  ac- 
count that  seems  to  be  at  present  most  generally  adopt- 
ed. And  after  considering  with  attention,  what 
Charlemagne,  Alcutn,  Durandus,  and  others  have  said 
upon  the  subject,  this  appears  to  me  the  only  account 
that  is  in  any  tolerable  degree  rational  and  satisfac- 
tory." For  the  above  account,  and  the  note  belonging 
to  it,  I am  indebted  to  the  Rev.  J.  Shepherd’s  Elucida- 
tion of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  &c.  vol.  1 1 . p. 
59—62. 

SO. — Kino  Charles  I.  Mart. — The  character 
of  this  Prince  was,  in  many  respects,  deserving  of  imi- 
tation. “ He  was  sober,  temperate,  and  chaste.— 
A good  husband,  a good  father,  and  a good  master. 
He  - abhorred  debauchery,  and  could  not  endure 
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a profane  or  obscene  word.  In  his  devotions  he  was 
remarkably  regular  and  punctual.”  But  there  were 
also  many  things  in  wliich  Charles  was  exceeding- 
ly culpable.  Rapin  says,  “ that  at  his  accession 
to  the  throne,  he  aimed  to  carry  the  regal  authority 
higher  than  the  King  his  father  or  any  of  his  pre- 
decessors had  done.”  In  pursuance  of  this,  as  his 
parliaments  were  not  compliable,  he  levied  taxes 
without  their  consent,  and  for  several  years  governed 
without  them,  and  raised  money  by  proclamations, 
under  the  names  of  conduct-money,  tonnage,  ship- 
money,  &c.  Indeed,  for  years  togetlier,  he  violat- 
ed his  coronation  oath,  as  it  respects  the  laws  and 
liberties  of  his  subjects.  In  the  year  164-2,  the  king, 
very  unadvisedly,  impeached  the  Lord  Kimbolton, 
end  five  Commoners,  of  high  treason  ; and  as  they 
were  not  delivered  up,  he  went  tlae  next  day.  to  tlie 
House  of  Commons  with  a guard  of  military  men 
to  demand  the  five  members.  This  was  voted  by 
the  house  a breach  of  privilege. — ^A  few  months  after 
the  king  made  an  appeal  to  the  sword.  The  result 
is  well  known.  After  being  for  some  time  a prisoner 
he  was  brought  to  trial  ; but  refusing  to  acknow- 
ledge the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  they  comdemn- 
ed  him  to  die  ; and  on  Jan.  30,  1649,  he  was  be- 
lieaded  before  the  Banqueting-House  at  Whitehall. 
The  king  shewed  not  the  least  signs  of  fear  at  tlic 
place  of  execution  j but  suffeied  with  such  fortitude# 
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that  he  appeared  much  greater  at  his  death,  than  he  had 
ever  done  In  any  one  scene  of  his  life.  This  day  is  or- 
dered to  be  kept  as  a day  of  fasting  and  humiliation,  and 
a particular  service  is  appointed  for  it  in  the  Book  of  ^ 
Common  Prayer. 
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lEBRUARY ; “ the  second  month  of  tlie  year, 
and  so  called  either  from  the  God  Fehruusy  or  from 
Juno,  surnamed  Februa,  both  of  whom  presided  over 
purifications.’'  On  the  19th  of  this  month  the  Sun 
enters  Pisces  % 

2.  — Candlemas  day,  from  candle  and  mass. 
“ The  feast  of  the  purification  of  the  Blessed  Virgin, 
which  was  formerly  celebrated  with  many  lights  in 
churches.  The  custom  of  going  in  procession  on 
Candlemas  day  witli  lighted  candles  in  the  hand,  is 
said  to  have  been  derived  from  the  Romans,  who  went 
about  Rome  with  torches,  and  candles  brenning  [burn- 
ing] in  worsliip  of  Febma,  the  mother  of  Mars.” 
This  was  afterwards,  “ by  Pope  Sergius,  converted 
into  the  worship  of  our  Lady,  and  her  Son,  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.”  Wheatley  says,  “ the  practice  of 
using  abundance  of  lights  both  in  churches  and  pro- 
cessions, continued  in  England  till  the  second  year  of 
Edw.  v).  when  Bishop  Cranmer  forbade  it  by  order 
of  the  Privy  Council,” 
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S.— ^Blaise,  anciently  Bishop  of  Sebasta  in  Arme- 
nia, and  the  patron  saint  of  that  country.  He  is  said 
to  have  found  out  the  art  of  combing  wool,  on  which 
account  the  journeymen  woolcombers  have  sometimei 
a grand  procession  on  this  day.  One  of  the  trade  per- 
sonates a Bishop  in  his  episcopal  robes,  canying  a pair 
of  combs  in  his  hand.  In  Norwich,  and  other  places, 
where  the  combers  are  numerous,  the  procession  has  a 
▼ery  pleasing  appearance.  The  evening  of  the  day  is 
generally  spent  in  a jovial  manner.  The  learned  and 
pious  Jose/ik  Mecity  in  his  “ Ajwstacy  of  the  latter 
Times f says,  that  “ saint  worship  was  advanced  by  fa- 
bulous legends.  He  afterwards  mentions  St.  Blasius, 
probably  the  same  person  as  the  above,  who  according 
to  Beronius,  suffered  in  the  Licinian  persecution.  Of 
St.  Blasius  several  marvellous  things  are  related,  but  as 
they  are  too  long  for  me  to  copy,  I refer  the  reader, 
who  has  curiosity  enough,  to  Mede*s  Works,  fol.  edit, 
p.  682.  where  he  will  find  them  justly  exploded. 

5.  Sexagesima,  the  second  Sunday  before  Lent, 
or  the  next  to  Shrove  Sunday,  so  called  as  being  about 
the  sixtieth  day  before  Easter. 

5. — Agatha,  was  a Sicilian,  and  nobly  born  ; 
after  enduring  great  torments,. she  was  remanded  to 
prison,  and  expired  there  on  the  5th  of  February,  a. 
».  253. 

12. — Quinquagesima  Sunday,  so  called  from 
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its  being  about  the  fiftieth  day  before  Easter.  [Shfore. 
Sunday.] 

14. — F alentinct  a Roman  Bishop,  or  according  t® 
Bourne,  only  presbyter  of  the  church,  was  beheaded 
under  Valerianus,  a.  d.  278.'  It  is  said  that  on  this 
day  the  birds  choose  tlieir  mates,  from  whence,  pro* 
bably,  came  the  custom  of  young  people  choosing  Va- 
lentines, or  special  loving  friends  on , this  day.  In 
the  Soutli  the  first  female  a man  sees  is  called  his  Va- 
lentine, and  vice  versa.  In  the  church  of  Rome, 
th^y  choose  their  patron  saint  on  this  day,  for  the 
year  ensuing,  which  Mr.  Brand  supposes  was  the  ori- 
gin of  the  present  custom. 

14 — Shrove  Tuesdav,  is  the  Tuesday  after 
Quinquagesima  Sunday,  or  the  day  immediately  pre 
ceding  the  first  of  Lent ; and  is  so  called  because 
the  Saxon  word,  shrive^  signifies  to  confess.  Henee, 
Shrove  Tuesday,  signifies  Confession-Toesday,  oo 
which  day,  in  the  time^  of  Popeiy,  the  people  in 
every  parish  throughout  England,  were  obliged  one 
by  one  to  confess  their  sins  to  their  own  parish  Priests, 
in  their  own  parish  churches.  And  that  this  might 
l)e  done  the  more  regularly,  the  great  bell  in  every 
parish  was  mng  at  10  o’clock,  or  perhaps  sooner,  tliat 
it  might  be  heard  by  all,  and  that  they  might  attend 
according  to  the  customs  then  in  use.  And  tliough 
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we  are  now  Protestants,  yet  the  custom  of  linging  the 
great  bell  in  our  ancient  parish  churches  still  continues, 
and  has  the  name  of  Pancake  Bell ; probably  because 
after  confession,  it  was  customary  to  dine  on  pancakes 
or  fritters,  and  many  people  even  now  have  these  ar- 
ticles as  parts  of  their  dinner  on  this  day. 

A most  barbarous  practice  has  prevailed  in  some 
places  on  Shrove  Tuesday,  of  throwing  at  Cocks 
with  sticks,  called  swmgeh.  The  poor  animals 
are  staked  to  the  ground,  and  the  owners  of  them 
have  a certain  sum  of  money  for  so  many  throws. 
This  cruel  custom  prevailed  at  Cambridge  some  years 
ago  ; but  is  now  laid  aside.  Mr.  Brand  says,  p,  377, 
note,  “ To  the  credit  of  our  Northern  manners,  the 
barbarous  sport  of  throwing  at  Cocks,  on  Shrove 
Tuesday,  is  now  out  in  this  country;”  but  he  adds 
from  Mr.  Pegge,  that  “ monstrous  barbaritv 
the*  BATTLE-ROYAL,  and  Welch  main,  still  con- 
tinue to  be  in  full  force  amongst  us,”  For  an  account 
of  the  Welch  main,  see  the  Encyclopcedia  BritannU 
ca,  article.  Cockpit.  The  Welch  main  consists, 
we  will  suppose,  of  16  pair  of  Cocks,  of  theee  the  16 

* Ck)ck-Figbting  has  been  called  a Royal  Diversion.  The 
Cock-Pit  at  Whitehall,  was  erected  by  Hen.  VIII.  Much  to 
the  credit  of  Cromwell,  it  was  prohibited  by  one  of  his  own 
Acts,  March,  ai  1654. 
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conquerors  are  pitted  a second  time — the  8 conquerors 
a third  time — the  four  conquerors  a fourth  time — and 
lastly  the  2 conquerors  the  fifth  time;  so  that,  incredi- 
ble barbarity  ! ! ! 31  Cocks  are  sure  to  be  most  inhu- 
manly murdered,  for  the  sport  and  pleasure,  the  noise 
and  nonsense,  the  profane  cursing  and  swearing  of  those 
who  have  the  effrontery  to  call  themselves,  with  all 
these  bloody  doings,  and  with  all  this  impiety  about’ 
them,  Christians,  nay,  what  with  many  is  a superior 
and  distinct  character,  Men  of  Benevolence  and 
Morallity.  But  let  the  Morality  and  Benevo- 
lence of  one  person  of  this  description  be  appreciated 
from  the  following  instance,  recorded  as  authentic, 
in  the  Obituary  of  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  for 
April,  1789.  “ Died  April  4,  at  Tottenham,  John 

Ardesoif,  Esq.  a young  man  of  large  fortune,  and  in 
the  splendour  of  his  horses  and  carriages  rivalled  by 
few  country  gentlemen.  His  table  was  that  of  hospi- 
tality, where  it  may  be  said  he  sacrificed  two  much  to 
conviviality.  Mr.  Ardesoif  was  ray  fond  of  cock-fight- 
ing ; and  had  a favourite  Cock,  upon  which  hejiad  won 
many  profitable  matches.  The  last  bet  he  laid  upon 
this  Cock  he  lost,  which  so  enraged  him,  that  he  had 
the  bird  /iW  /o  a spity  and  roasted  alive  before  a large 
fire.  The  screams  of  the  miserable  animal  nvere  so  af- 
fectingy  that  some  gentlemen  ivho  vaere present  attempted 
tf>  interfere ; •which  so  (nr aged  Mr.  Ardesofy  that  he 
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iiized  a fioker^  and  luith  the  most  fttrious  ’vehemence  de~ 
dared  he  ’would  hill  the  first  man  who  interposed.  But 
in  the  midst  of  his  passionate  asseverations ^ he  fell 
D9WN  DEAD  UPON  THE  SPOT.  Such,  we  are  assur- 
ed, were  the  circumstances  which  attended  the  death 
of  this  great  pillar  of  humanity.”  Quere,  if  a bill 
were  to  be  proposed  in  Parli*ament,  forthe  abolition  of 
Cock-Fighting,  whether  it  would  not  be  opposed 
by  that  humane  gentleman,  Mr.  Windham,  who 
has  been  so  successful  in  his  opposition  to  the  abolition 
of  Bull-Baiting  ? For,  he  might  possibly  find  the 
abolition  ofCocK-FiGHTiNc,  as  he  did  that  of  Bull- 
Baiting,  connected  with  Jacobinism. 

15 — Ash  Wednesday,  (the  first  day  of  Lent,) 
so  calledfrom  a custom  obsereved  in  the  ancient  Chris- 
tian Church,  of  penitents  expressing  their  humiliation 

' m 

at  this  time,  by  appearing  in  sackcloth  and  ashes,  and 
having  ashes  sprinkled  on  their  heads  upon  being  ad- 
mitted to  penance.*  The  want  of  this  discipline  is 
now  supplied  by  reading  publicly  oft  this  day  the  curses 

* Till  the  late  revolution  in  France,  it  was  customarj’  in  the 
Church  of  Notre  Dame,  at  Paris,  and  in.  other  Cathedral 
Churches,  for  notorious  offenders,  sometimes  with  ropes  round 
their  necks,  to  do  public  penance  on  this  day.  After  which 
they  were  driven  out  of  the  Church  and  re-admitted  to  aml- 
munion  on  Holy  'fbursday.  Shepherd,  Vol.  II.  p.  85,  notev 
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denounced  against  impenitent  sinners,  and  the  people 
repeating  an  Amen  after  each  curse. 

N.  B.  Lent,  in  the  old  Saxon,  is  known  to  signify 
the  S/iring,  and  therefore  it  has  been  taken  for  the 
S/irlng  Fast,  or  the  time  of  humiliation  generally  ob- 
served by  Christians  before  Easter.  Nelson  thinks 
the  practice  of  it  may  be  derived  from  the  first  Chris- 
tians, because  “ Iren/^us  w'ho  lived  but  90  years 
from  the  death  of  St.  John,  and  conversed  familiarly 
with  Polycarfi,  as  Polycarp  had  with  John,  and  other 
Apostles,  incidentally  informs  us,  that  as  it  was  ob- 
served in  his  time,  so  it  was  in  that  of  his  predeces- 
sors, but  with  great  variety  as  to  \hc  length  of  it. 
Mr.  Nelson  refers  to  aletter  which  Irenaus  wrote 
to  the  intolerant  Victor,  Bishop  of  Rome.  “ There 
is  a disagreement  (says  he)  not  only  about  the  day,” 
(of  Easter,)  “ but  even  about  the  very  form  of  the 
fast”  (before  Easter.)  “Some  think  they  should 
fast  one  day,  some  two,  and  others,  even  more. 
Some  measure  their  day”  (of  fasting)  “ by  foity 
hours,  nocturnal,  and  diurnal.  This  variety  did  not 
originate  in  our  time  ; but  long  before,  among  our 
ancestors.  Yet  they  YwoA  peaceably  together,  and  so 
do  we.  The  difference  in  the  observation  of  the  fast 
confirms  the  concord  of  our  common  faith.”  “ The 
wmrd  Irenjeus  (says  Mr.  Shepherd,)  means  peace- 
4ble  and  pacific  : and  the  conduct  of  this  prelate  cor- 
responded to  his  name.”  \ol»  II.  p.  69«  Whe® 
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the  period  of  40  days  was  appointed  for  this  fast  to 
continue,  we  know  not ; but  It  seems  probable  that 
^ose  who  so  appointed  it  had  respect  to  the  40  d:iys 
fast  of  our  Saviour  in  the  wilderness.  Sh-Jiherd  ex- 
pressly says,  “ the  pascal  fast,  considered  as  a fast  of 
36  or  40  days,  was  not  known  in  the  earlier  ages  of 
the  Church.”  Vdl.  II.  p.  73. 

19. — Quadragf.sima,  a denomination  given  to 
Lent,  from  its  consisting  of  40  days.  Quadragesima 
Sunday,  is  the  first  Sunday  in  Lent. 

22 — Ember  Week.  Ember  weeks  are  those  In 
which  the  Ember  days  fall.  A variety  of  explanations 
have  been  given  of  the  word  Ember,  but  Nelson  prefers 
Dr.  Mareschal’s,  “ who  derives  it  from  the  Saxon 
word  importing,  a circuit  or  course ; so  that  these  fasts 
being  not  occasional,  but  returning  every  year  in  cer- 
tain courses,  may  properly  be  said  to  be  Ember  days, 
because  fasts  in  course.”  The  Ember  days  are  the 
Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  after  the  first 
Sunday  in  Lent,  after  the  13th  of  December'.  It  is 
enjoined  by  the  xxxi.  Canon  of  the  church,  that 
Deacons  and  Ministers  be  ordianed,  or  made,  but  only 
on  the  Sundays  immediately  following  these  Ember 
feast.” 

24. — St.  Matthias,  was  elected  into  the  Apos- 
tleship  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
the  traitor,  Judas  Iscariot.  The  Apostle  Peter, 
having  observed  the  necessity  of  adding  another  to  the 
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eleven  Apostles,  who  might  be  a witness  with  tliem  of 
the  Rusurrection  of  Christ,  the  assembly  consisting  of 
about  120  persons,  appointed  two  of  their  number, 
Joseph,  called  Barsabas,  who  was  surnamed  Justus, 
and  Matthias.  And  they  prayed  and  said,  “ Thou 
Lord,  who  knowest  the  hearts  of  all  show  whe- 
ther  of  these  two  thou  hast  chosen  ; and  they  gave 
forth  their  lots,  and  the  lot  fell  upon  Matthias  ; and 
he  was  numbered  with  the  eleven  Apostles.  Acts 
II.  15 26.  As  Matthias  had  been  a constant  attend- 

ant on  our  Saviour  from  his  Baptism  to  his  Ascension, 
he  was  qualified  to  proclaim  those  matters  of  fact'con- 
cerning  his  Master^  of  which  he  had  evidence  with 
the  other  Apostles.  Nelson  thinks  he  probably  tra- 
velled eastward,  and  quotes  Jerome  as  fixing  his  resi- 
dence principally  near  the  irruption  of  the  river  Aspa- 
ras,  and  the  haven  Hyssus.  Here,  though  his  labours 
were  very  successful,  “ he  suffered  martyrdom.^*  Fhe 
manner  of  his  death  is  not  known. 
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MARCH,  the  third  month  in  the  year,  according 
to  the  common  reckoning.  Romulus,  who  divided 
the  years  into  months,  reckoned  this  the  • first,  and 
called  it  Mars,  from  the  name  of  his  supposed  father. 
March  was  always  under  the  protection  of  Minei*va. 
The  Ides  of  March  were  ever  esteemed  unlucky, 
after  the  assassination  of  Cassar.  He  was  bidden  to 
beware  of  them,  but  neglected  the  caution,  and  lost 
his  Kfe.  On  the  20th  of  this  month,  the  Sun  enters 
Aries,  and  makes  the  vernal  equinox. 

1. — St.  David,  a native  of  Wales,  and  the  tutelar 
saint  of  that  country.  He  descended  from  the  Royal 
Family  of  the  Bntons,  being  uncle  to  King  Aithur 
and  son  of  Xantus,  Prince  of  Cereticu,  now  Cardi- 
ganshire. He  was  brought  up  in  the  service  of  God, 
and  being  ordained  Priest,  retired  into  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  and  embraced  an  ascetic  life.  He  studied  a 
long  time  to  prepare  himself  for  the  functions  of  the 
Holy  Ministiy ; at  length,  coming  out  of  his  solitude, 
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like  the  Baptist  out  of  the  Desert,  he  preached  the  word 
of  eternal  life  to  the  Britons.  He  founded  twelve  mo- 
nasteries, the  principal  *of  which  was  in  the  vale  of 
Ross,  near  Menevia,  where  he  formed  many  great 
pastors,  and  eminent  servants  of  God.  By  his  rule 
he  obliged  all  his  monks  to  assiduous  and  manual  la- 
Wour,  and  allowed  them  the  use  of  no  cattle  in  tilling 
the  ground.  They  returned  late  in  the  day  to  the 
monastery  ; and  these  labours  were  never  interrupted 
but  by  prayers  and  reading  the  Holy  Scriptures,  short 
repose,  and  moderate  refreshment.  Pelagianism 
springing  up  a second  time  in  Britain,  the  Bishops,  in 
order  to  suppress  it,  held  a synod  at  Brevy,  in  Cardi- 
ganshire. St.  David  being  invited  to  it  went  thither, 
and  iu  that  venerable  assembly,  confuted  and  silenced 
the  doctrine  by  his  eloo^uence,  learning,  &;c.  At  the 
close  of  the  synod,  the  Archbishop  of  Caerleon  resign- 
ed his  see  to  St.  David,  whose  tears  and  opposition  were 
only  to  be  overcome  by  the  absolute  command  of  the 
synod.  He  had,  however,  liberty  to  transfer  his  see 
from  Caerleon,  then  a populous  city,  to  Menevia,  now 
called  St.  David’s.  Gyraldus  adds,  that  St.  Da\’id 
was  the  great  ornament  and  patron  of  his  age.  He 
spoke  with  great  force  and  energy,  but  his  example  was 
more  powerful  than  his  eloquence,  and  he  has  in  all 
succeeding  ages  been  the  glory  of  the  British  church. 
He  continued  in  his  last  see  many  years,  and  died  to- 
ward the  latter  end  of  the  vi.  century  iif  a very  advan- 
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ced  age.  He  was  buried  in  his  church  of  St.  An- 
■►tiiew,  which  hath  since  taken  his  name,  with  the  town 
and  w'hole  diocese.  This  day  is  kept  as  a festival 
through  the  whole  Principality  ; as  well  as  by  the 
natives  of  Wales  who  reside  in  London. 

2. — Chad,  Bishop  of  Litchfield.  “ Camdttiy  in  his 
Britannia,  p.  583,  says,  about  the  year  of  Christ  659, 
Wulphur,  King  of  Mercia,  being  a Pagan,  and  un- 
derstanding that  two  of  his  sons  often  resorted  to  St. 
Chad,  theLmous  Bishop  of  Litchfield,  to  be  by  him 
Instructed  in  Christianity  ; in  great  rage  once  missed 
them,  hasted  to  St.  Chad,  with  whom,  in  a private 
oratory,  he  found  his  sons,  and  there  with  his  own 
hand  slew  them  both.”  1 suppose  St.  Chad’s  church 
in  Shrewsbury  takes  its  name  from  this  Saint. 

7. — Perfietua,  was  a lady  of  quality,  who  suffered 
Martyrdom  In  the  fifth  primitive  persecution  under  Se- 
rerus,  about  the  year  205.  She  is  often  very  honour- 
ably mentioned  byTertullIan  and  Augustin. 

11. — Midlent  Sunday  ; so  called  from  its  being  the 
Middle  Sunday  between  Lent  and  Easter.  Sfiar- 
row,  and  some  others,  call  it  the  Sunday  of  Refresh- 
ment, probably,  because  the  Gospel  for  the  day  treats 
of  our  Saviour’s  miraculously  feeding  five  thousand  ; 
or  because  the  first  lesson  in  the  morning  is  the  story 
of  Joseph’s  entertaining  his  brethren.  Wheatley  says, 
“ the  appointment  of  these  scriptures  on  this  day, 
Blight  probably  give  rise  to  a custom  still  retained  in 
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many  parts  of  England,  and  well  known  by  the  name 
of  * MlJlenting  or  MotJiering  that  is,  visiting  of 
parents  on  Midlent  Sunday.  ' 

12. — Gregoinj  the  first,  Bishop  of  Rome,  common- 
ly called  the  great,  was  consecrated  in  .590,  and  died 
in  604*.  He  was  a man  of  great  learning  and  piety. 
Venerable  Bede  says  he  was  particularly  concerned 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Britain  should  be  converted 
to  Christianity,  andoffcied  the  then  Bishop  of  Rome 
to  visit  England  for  that  purpose  ; but  his  offer  was 
not  accepted.  Bdng  soon  after  raised  to  the  sec  of 
Rome,  he  sent  several  able  men  on  this  important 
work ; such  as  Melitus,  Austin  the  Monk,  &c.”  1ft 
1 ,58S,  his  works  were  printed  at  Rome,  in  eight  vo- 
lumes. 

17. — Si.  Patrick  was  a native  of  Scotland,  w'hose 
original  name  was  Succufhtts,  but  was  changed  by  Pope 
Celestine  into  Patrick.  He  was  sent  by  that  Pontiff 
as  a missionary  Into  Ireland,  where  he  anived  in  432. 

He  brought  over  a great  number  of  tlie  Irish  to  the 
Christian  Religion,  and  founded,  in  472,  the  Arch- 
bishopric of  Annagh.  He  has  been  justly  called  the 
apostle  of  the  Irish,  and  the  father  of  the  Hlbcrlan 

* Bailey  supposes  Mothering  to  have  been  so  called  from 
ihc  respect  anciently  paid  toxhe  Mother,  church.  It  being  the  cus- 
tom for  people  in  popish  times,  to  visit  their  Mother-church  on 
Midlent  Sunday  ; ^d  to  make  their  offerings  at  the  high-  * 
altar. 
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church.  He  is  also  esteemed  the  tutelar  saint  of  the 
countiy.  The  works  of  St.  Patrick  were  published 
at  London,  in  1656. 

18. — The  Jifth  Sunday  in  Lent.  This  Sunday, 
which  precedes  Palm  Sunday,  was  formerly  called  Care 
Sunday,  as,  says  Brand,  may  yet  be  seen  in  some  of 
our  old  Almanacks.  Rites,  peculiar  to  Good  Fri- 
day, as  it  should  seem,  were  used  on  this  day,  which 
was  called  Passion  Sunday  in  the  Church  of  Rome, 
because  they  began  to  advert  to  the  passion  of  Christ. 
The  vulgar,  in  the  north,  give  the  following  names 
to  Sundays  in  Lent,  the  first  of  which  is  anonymous- 

• Tid,  Mid,  Misera 

Carling,  Palm,  Paste  Egg  Day. 

In  the  View  of  the  Lancashire  Dialect,  the  Glos- 
sary has  “ Carlings,  pease  boiled  on  Care  Sunday  are 
so  called  ; i.  e.  the  Sunday  before  Palm  Sunday.” 
Brand,  p.  328,  9. 

18. — ILdward  King  of  the  West  Saxons,  was 
crowned  at  Kingston,  on  Thames,  in  975,  when  he 
was  only  14-  years  of  age.  Four  years  after  he  rode 
up  to  Corje  Castle,  in  Dorsetshire,  to  pay  his  respects 
to  his  mother  Elfrula.  She  received  him  with  appa- 
rent affection  ; but  wliile  he  was  drinking,  one  of  her 
servants,  by  her  order,  stabbed  him  in  the  back,  and 
he  soon  after  expired  on  the  road.  Rapin  says,  “ I 
do  not  know  upon  what  foundation  Edward  was  made 
both  a saint  and  a martyr,  unless  it  was  pretended  he 
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was  murdered  out  of  revenge  for  his  great  affection  to 
Dunstan  and  the  monks.”  The  day  of  Edward’s 
death  was  ordered  to  be  kept  a festival  by  Innocent  iv. 
in  1 215. 

21.  Benedict^  was  born  at  Nursia,  in  Italy,  of  an 
honourable  family,  and  was  the  founder  of  a new  order 
of  Monks  in  the  vi.  century.  He  was  a man  of  piety 
and  reputation,  for  the  age  in  wliich  he  lived.  The 
order,  which  is  called  the  Benedictine,  flourished  ex- 
ceedingly ; and  in  the  ix.  centuiy  held,  unrivalled, 
the  reins  of  the  monastic  Empire. 

25. — Palm  Sunday,  the  Sunday  before  Easter,  so 
called  in  memory  of  our  Saviour’s  triumphant  entry 
into  Jerusalem.  It  appears  from  the  account  given 
by  the  Evangelists,  that  as  Christ  came  along,  riding 
on  an  ass,  a very  great  multitude  spread  their  garments 
in  the  way,  and  others  cut  down  branches  from  the 
trees  and  strewed  them  in  the  way.  And  when  he 
was  come 'nigh  the  city,  a great  multitude  of  people 
(who  were  come  to  the  feast  of  the  passover),  took 
branches  of  Palm  trees,  and  went  forth  to  meet  him, 
crying  Hosannah,  &c.  It  is  now  the  custom  in  Ca- 
tholic countries  to  carry  Palms  on  this  day.  But  it 
lias  been  thought  that  as  Palm  trees  did  not  grow  in 
this  country,  the  Yew  was  substituted  instead,  which 
indeed  appears  from  Cax ton’s  Directory  for  keeping 
feasts,  printed  in  1483,  “ 'ivherefort  holy  chirche,  this 
day  mchyth  solemne  procession,  in  mynd  of  the  perces- 
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s^n  that  Cry  St  made  this  day.  But  for  encheason  that 
nue  have  non  olyve  that  berith  grained  leef  algate  there- 
fore vue  take  ewe  instead  of  palme  and  olyve.”  * “ Ad- 
helm,  Bishop  of  the  East  Saxons  in  809,  informs  us 
that  this  solemnity  was  then  celebrated  in  England." 
And,  from  what  follows,  it  appears  tlie  institution 
was  not  novel.  Shepherd- 

Notcy  though  all  Sundays  are  Festivals  ; yet  as 
the  custom  of  bearing  Palms  on  this  day  has  been 
discontinued  in  England  ever  since  the  second  year  of 
Edward  VI.  I have  not  marked  it  as  a festival  of 
special  obligation. 

25.  — Annunciation  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
or  LuADY-dav.  The  word  annunciate  signifies  to 
bring  tidings.  Annunciation  is  the  tidings  themselves  ; 
. and  refers  here  to  the  declai'ation  which  die  angel  Ga- 
briel made  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  that  “ she  should  be 
mother  of  our.  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  he  should 
be  great,  and  should  be  called  the  Son  of  the  High- 
est." Luke  I.  80,  &c.  This  festival  is  said  to  have 
been  instituted  in  350. 

29 — “ Maunday  Thursdayy  the  Thursday  before 
Easter,  being  the  day  on  which  our  Lord  washed  the 
feet  of  his  Disciples,  and  commanded  them  to  wash 
one  another’s  feet,  is  called  in  Latin,  dies  Mandatiy 
the  day  of  the  command  : or  as  we  commonly  speak, 
Maundy  Thursday.  This  practice  was  long  kept  up, 

* Enct^clopcedia  Britannicay  art.  TjI'XUs. 
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more  specially  in  the  monasteries.  It  was  Intended 
not  only  to  renew  the  memory  of  what  Christ  had 
done,  but  to  exercise  a real  act  of  charity.  After 
the  ceremony,  Hberal  donations  were  made  to  the 
poor,  of  cloathing  and  of  silver  money,  and  refresh- 
ment was  given  them,  to  mitigate  the  severity  of  the 
fast.*  As  this  act  of  our  Lord  was  not  esteemed  to 

I 

be  sacerdotal,  the  laity  conceived  that  they  had  an 
equal  right  with  Popes,  Bishops,  and  Priests,  to  imi- 
tate his  example  of  humanity  [quere,  humility]  and 
charity.  The  rich  and  the  noble,  kings  and  empe- 
rors, thought  it  an  honourable  distinction  to  wash  the 
feet  of  the  poor,  and  more  especially  to  distribute 
alms.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add,  the  donations 
dispensed  on  Maundy  Thursday,  at  St.  James's,  are  a 
continuance  of  this  practice.  It  was  customary  in 
most  of  the  places  where  the  ceremony  was  retained 
to  wash  the  feet  of  twelve  poor  persons,  that  being 
the  number  of  the  Apostles.  The  ancient  Kings  of 
England  washed  the  feet  of  a number  equal  to  that 
of  the  years  which  they  had  reigned.  Mande  signi- 
ficd  alms  or  donations,  and  the  basket  which  held 
the  bread  and  silver  money  was  even  within  my  re- 
membrance called  the  M^ndy-basket.”  After  I 

% 

* I speak  of  the  more  ancient  practice.  In  times  nearer  to 
the  present,  Maumly  Thursday  was  far  from  being  a day  of 
rigid  abstinence. 


MARCH. 


m. 


had  vnitten  an  article  for  this  day,  I met  with  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Shepherd’s  Critical  and  Practical  Eluci- 
dation of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  &c.  And 
as  his  account  appeared  far  superior  to  what  1 had. 
collected,  1 have  cancelled  mine  and  inserted  his  ; 
for  I can  assure  the  reader  my  object  is  to  give  the 
best  and  most  satisfactory  information  in  my  power. 

SO Good  Friday,  is  kept  as  a fast  in  comme- 

moration of  the  sufferings  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  for 
the  sins  of  the  world ; and  by  aU  strict  churchmen  is 
reckoned  a day  of  extraordinary  devotion.  “ The 
name  of  Good  Friday,”  says  Mr.  Shepherd,  “ is, 

. I believe,  peculiar  to  the  English  Church.  Holy 
Friday t or  the  Friday  in  Holy  Weehy  was  its  more 
ancient  and  general  appellation.  We  call  it  Good 
Friday,  probably  because  on  this  day  our  redemption 
was  accomplished.  The  death  of  Christ  was  the  pro- 
pitiation for  our  sins,  the  cause  of  all  onr  good,  tire 
source  of  all  the  blessings  to  which,  as  Christians,  we 
are  entitled.”  It  is  however  to  be  feared,  that  much 
superstition  Is  mixed  with  the  observance  of  days  not 
commanded  by  God.  Bishop  Hall  piously  obsej-ves, 
that  “ every  day  should  be  the  Good  Friday  of  a 
Christian,”  meaning  that  we  should  think  every  day 
of  the  sufferings  and  death  of  Christ.  A supersti- 
tious custom  still  prevails  in  some  places,  of  making 
on  this  day  buns,  with  a cross  on  them,  and  crying 
about  “ hot  cross  buns.’’  The  cross  is  designed  to 
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commemorate  the  cross  on  which  ouw  Lord  Jcsu» 
Christ  was  crucified. 

31. — Easter  Evey  was  anciently  celebrated  with* 
more  than  ordinary  pomp,  according  to  Nazianzen  ; 
there  being  solemn  watchings,  with  multitudes  of 
lighted  torches,  both  in  churches  and  private  houses.’* 
At  Constantinople,  they  had  lighted  tapers,  or  rather 
pillars  of  wax,  which  turned  the  night  into  day,  and 
were  designed  as  forerunners  of  the  Sun  of  Righteous- 
ness, which  the  next  day  arose  upon  the  world.  The 
whole  of  the  day  was  a strict  fast. 
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APRIL,  the  fourth  month  in  the  year.  The 
word  is  derived  from  aprilts  of  aperio,  “ I open<  ’ 
because  in  this  month  the  earth  begins  to  open  her  bo- 
som, for  the  production  of  vegetables.  The  Sun  enters 
the  sign  Taurus  on  the  20th  of  this  month. 

I.  Easter  Sunday.— This  is  the  great  festival  of 
the  anniversary  commemoration  of  our  Saviour’s  Resur- 
rection, “ which,”  says  Nelson,  « challenges  for  its  an- 
tiquity, and  excellency,  the  precedence  of  all  other  fes- 
tivals.” And  Mosheim,  in  his  History  of  the  first  cen- 
tuiy^  says,  “ All  the  Christian  Churches  observed 
two  great  anniversary  festivals ; the  one  in  memoiy  of 
Christ’s  glorious  resurrection  ; and  the  other  to  com- 
memorate the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  the 
Apostles.”  But  as  we  have  no  Scriptural  evidence  that 
Christ  or  his  Apostles  instituted  this  festival,  no  cen- 
sure ought  to  be  passed  on  those  Christians  who  do 
not  observe  it.  It  is  well  known  that  in  the  ii.  cen- 
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tury,  there  was  a great  dispute  between  theEastern  and 
Western  Churches  about  the  timt  of  keeping  * Easter. 
The  Eastern  church  celebrated  it  on  the  fourteenth  day 
of  the  moon,  according  to  the  Law  of  Moses,  on 
whatever  day  it  fell ; so  that,”  as  an  ingenious 
writer  observes,  “ if  they  kept  some  years  a Good 
Friday^  they  also  kept  on  other  years.  Good  Mon- 
day or  Good  Saturday,  or  good  any  day,  for  the  day 
of  Christ’s  crucifixion.  They  pretended  St.  John 
kept  Easter  so.  The  Western  churches  observed  the 
Sunday  after  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  March  moon, 

^ and  they  said  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  always  did  so. 
At  length  the  Western  method  prevailed,  and  the 
Council  of  Arles,  in  314,  decreed,  that  all  churches 
should  celebrate  Easter  on  the  Sunday  after  the  four- 
teenth of  the  moon  of  March,  when  that  moon  happen- 
ed after  the  Vernal  equinox.  In  the  vi.  century  Os- 
• WAY,  one  of  our  petty  Kings,  decided  in  favour  of  St. 
Peter,  and  Easter  day  has  fallen  on  a Sunday,  in 
England,  ever  since.” 

1. — The  first  day  of  this  month,  is  vulgarly  called 
Ajiril-fool  day,  from  the  praaice  of  passing  some  joke 
or  deception  upon  children,  or  ignorant  persons,  such 
as  sending  them  to  ask  for  the  history  of  Eve’s  mother, 

• It  is  called  Easter,  in  English,  from  the  Goddess  Eastor, 
worshipped  by  the  Saxons  with  peculiar  ceremonies  in  the 
month  of  April. 
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Pigeon’s  milk,  &c.  &c.  Mr  Brand,  in  the  Appen- 
dix to  his  Popular  Antiquities,  says,  “ this  day  is 
called  All  fooh  datfy  a corruption  oi  Auld,  i.  c.  Old 
fools  day,^  and  adds,  in  coniirmation  of  which  opi- 
nion, I quote  an  observation  on  the  first  of  November 
in  tlie  ancient  Roman  Calendar.  “ The  feast  of  old 
fools  is  removed  to  this  day.  This  old foolsy  seems 
to  be  a different  day  from  the  “ feast  of  fools,” 
which  was  held  op-  the  first  of  January,  but  by  a re- 
moval, which  was  often  convenient  in  the  crowded 
Roman  Calendar,  it  was  appointed  to  be  the  first  of 
April.” 

2-  J Easter  Monday  ■)  These  days  were 

3.  J AND  Tuesday.  J anciently  set  apart 

for  the  exercise  of  religious  duties ; indeed  the  whole 
week  after  Easter  was  considered  as  sacred,  and  ser- 
vile labour  ceased,  that  servants  might  be  present  at 
the  devotions  of  the  season.  How  they- are  now  ge- 
nerally observed  I need  not  say. 

3. — Richard,  sirnamed  de  IViche  ; from  the  place 
of  his  birth,  foui'  miles  from  Worcester.  He  studied 
at  Oxford,  Pa  is  and  Bologna;  and  at  the  latter' 
place  was  appointed  public  Professor  of  the  Canon 
Law.  Returning  to  England,  he  was  chosen  Bi- 
shop of  Chichester.  Plenry  II.  had  indeed  re'com- 
mendcd  to  that  see,  Robert  Passelow,  but  the  Aj  ch- 
bishop  declaj'ed  the  presentation  void,  and  giving  . 
tire  mitre  to  Richard  de  Wiche,  he  was  consecrated 
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in  J 24v5.  The  king’,  however,  seized  his  tempora- 
lities, which  induced  the  Bishop  to  refer  his  cause 
to  Rome.;  where  he  pleaded  it  before  Inilocent  IV, 
and  obtained  confirmation  of  his  election.  When  he 
returned  to  diocese,  he  redoubled  his  attention  to  the 
duties  of  it,  preaching  with  fervour  and  devotion,  vi- 
siting the  sick,  burying  the  dead,  and  relieving  the 
needy.  Plis  charity,  indeed  on  some  occasions, 
seems  to  have  exceeded  the  bounds  of  prudence.  He 
maintained  strict  discipline  in  his  diocese,  .and  punish- 
ed the  crimes  of  Clergymen  severely.  He  died  April 
3,  1253,  and  was  buried  at  Chichester.  Richard  was 
canonized  by  Urban  IV,  in  12(32. 

4.' — Sf.  Jmhrose,  was  first  a Prsefcct,  or  Judge, 
and  .afterwards  Bishop  of  Milan,  In  It;Uy.  He  flou- 
rished under  the  Emperors  Gratian  and  Theodosius, 
and  died,  according  to  Baronius,  in  397.  His  works 
have  been  published  by  the  Benedictines  in  2 vol. 
folio.  Milan  is  now  an  Archbishopric,  and  although 
the  Cathedral  be  not  so  large  as  St.  Peter’s  at  Rome, 
it  far  sui'passes  it  in  the  excellence  of  its  structure,  and 
tlie  beauty  of  its  ornaments.  It  may  indeed  be  looked, 
upon  as  the  eighth  wonder  of  the  world. 

In  the  former  edition  it  was  said,  St.  Ambrose  com- 
posed that  well  known  hymn  c.alled  Te  Deum,  It 
may  now  be  proper  to  add  from  Mr.  Shepherd,* 
that  “ the  most  ancient  opinion,  and  that  which  hat 
been  the  most  universally  received,  is  tliat  it  was  the 

* Vol.  I.  p.  107—201. 


APRIL. 


67 


joint  production  of  Ambrose  and  Austin.  1 he  cir- 
cumstances of  its  extraordinary  orign,  are  thus  related. 
At  the  baptism  of  the  celebrated  convert  Austin,  which 
ciHce  was  performed  by  Ambrose,  in  the  presence  of 
all  the  faithful  in  the  city,  after  the  ceremony,  and 
before  their  ascent  out  of  the  water,  Ambrose  uttered 
the  first  vcrsical  of  Deum,  saying.  We  praise  tJiecy 
0 God.  Austin  immediately  replied.  We  acknonvledge 
thee  to  he  the  Lord.  Ambrose  proceeded,  M the  earth 
doth  ivorship  thee,  thee  Father  everlasting.  Austin 
rejoined,  To  thee  ad  Angels  cry  aloud,  See.  8zc.  And 
In  this  manner,  whilst  they  remained  standing  in  the 
waters  of  baptism,  Ambrose  and  Austin  rniraculously 
composed,  and  alternately  sung  the  whole  hymn,  as 

the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance.  ^ • 

« I iowever  incredible  this  account  may  appear,  it  is 
gravely  repeated  by  Durandus,  and  otheis,  and  w*.s 

for  many  ages  implicitly  received. 

After  adding  that  “ Te  Deum  has  likewise  been 
ascribed  to  Ambrose  alone,  to  Hilary,  and  to  Jerome,” 
Mr.  Shepherd  says,  “ Archbishop  Usher  found,  in 
two  ancient  manuscripts,  Tc  Deum  ascribed  to  Nice- 
tus,  Bishop  of  I’reves,  who  as  Stlllingfleet,  Care, 
and  the  learned  in  general,  think,  composed  this 
hymn  for  the  use  of  the  Gallican  church.  He  flou- 
rished about  A.  D.  540,  neariy  100  years  after  the 
death  of  Ambrose  ; before  tliis  era,  it  is  confidently 
allirmed,  the  hymn  in  (question  was  not  noticed  by 


68 


APRIL. 


any  writer  of  credit ; tlris  affords  at  least  strong  pre« 
sumpdve  evidence  that  it  was  not  extant  in  tire  time  of 
Ambrose.” 

8 Low  Sunday,  the  first  Sunday  after 

Easter.  The  Octaves  of  the  principal  feasts  were, 
in  the  ancient  church,  particularly  observed,  and  on 
ilrem  was  commonly  repeated  some  part  of  the  service 
of  the  festival.  For  example,  the  Collect  used  on 
Easter  Datj  was  repeated  the  first  Sunday  after  Easter. 
This  was  called  Low  Sunday^  the  solemnization  of 
Easter  being  again  obseiYed,  though  in  a lower  de- 
gree. It  is  called  by  the  Latin  Ritualists  the  Sunday 
of  Albes  or  White  Vestments.  The  vigil  of  Easter 
was  the  most  solemn  time  for  baptism,  and  on  the 
Sunday  after,  the  newly  baptised  committed  to  the 
repository  of  the  church  the  white  baptismal  gar- 
ments, which  from  their  being  signs  of  the  purity 
received  at  baptism,  v/here  called  Chrisams^  and 
were  worn  eight  days,  including  Easter  day  and  Low 
Sunday,  Shepherdy  Vol.  II. 

19. — Aiphfgey  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  He 
has  also  a place  in  the  Romish  martyrology,  on  this 
day.  In  the  reign  of  Ethelred  II.  the  Danes  plun- 
dered and  burnt  Canterbuiy,  took  the  good  Arch- 
bishop prisoner,  carried  him  to  Greenwich,  and  there 
put  him  to  death.  Between  tlie  nave  of  Greenwich 
church,  and  the  Chancel,  is  this  Inscription.  “This 
church  was  erected  and  dedicated  to  die  glory  of  God, 
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dhd  the  memory  of  S(.  Jllphege,  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, here  slain  by  the  Danes.” 

George  St.  or  George  of  Cappadocia^  a name 
whereby  several  orders  both  military  and  religious  are 
denominated.  These  took  their  rise  from  a Saint  or 
Hero,  famous  throughout  all  the  East,  and  called  by 
the  Greeks  the  great  martyr.  He  is  generally 
represented  on  horseback,  having  a spear  in  his  hand 
with  which  he  is  piercing  a Dragon  that  lies  on  the 
* ground,  which  may  denote  his  heroism.  He  is  high- 
ly venerated  throughout  Armenia',  Muscovy,  and  all 
Countries  that  adhere  to  the  ptes  of  the  Greek  Church. 
From  the  Greeks,  he  has  been  received  into  the  Latin 
Church  ; and  England  and  Portugal  have  chosen 
him  for  their  Patron  Saint.  Great  difficulties,  how- 
ever, have  been  raised  about  this  Saint,  or  Hero. 
His  very  has  been  called  in  question.  Dr. 

Heylin  supposed  him  only  a symbolical  device,  and 
Dr.  Pettingal  a mere  Basilidian  symbol  of  victory. 
Mr.  Pegge  has  attempted  to  restore  him,  and  Mr. 
Gibbon  has  sunk  him  into  an  Arian  Bishop,  in  the 
reign  of  Constantins  and  Julian,  and  says,  at  the 
close  of  the  article,  “ The  infamous  George  of  Cap- 
padocia, has  been  transformed  into  the  renowned  St, 
George  of  England,  the  patron  of  Arms,  of  Chi- 
valry, and  of  the  Garter.”  The  Order  of  the  Gar- 
ter, which  was  instituted  by  Edward  111.  is  the 
most  noble  and  ancient  of  any  lav  Order  in  the 
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world.  The  Knights  Companions  are  generally 
Princes  and  Peers,  and  the  King  of  England 
is  Sovereign  of  the  Order. 

25. — St.  Mark.  It  is  generally  allowed  that 
Mark,  mentioned  1 Pet.  v.  13,  is  the  Evangelist; 
but  it  has  been  doubted  whether  he  be  the  same  as 
John  Marhy  mehtioned  in  the  Acts,  and  in  some  of 
Paul’s  Epistles.  Dr.  Lardner  thinks  there  is  but 
one  Mark  in  the  New  Testament,  John  Mark,  the 
Evangelist,  and  fellow  hbourer  of  Paul,  Barnabas, 
and  Peter.  He  was  the  son  of  Mary,  a pious  wo- 
man of  Jerusalem,  at  whose  house  the  Disciples  used 
to  meet.  It  is  not  known  at  what  period  Mark  be- 
came  a follower  of  Christ.  His  Gospel  was  proba- 
bly  written  about  the  year  63,  or  64,  and  it  has 
been  said,  that  Mark,  going  into  Egypt,  first  preach 
ed  the  Gospel  which  he  had  written,  and  planted 
there  many  Churches.  He  does  not  appear  to  have 
■ been  a martyr  ; but  died  in  the  eighth  year  of  Nero 
and  was  buried  at  Alexandria. 
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MAY,  the  fifth  month  of  the  year.  It  was  called 
Malus  by  Romulus,  out  of  respect  to  the  Senators 
and  Nobles  of  his  City,  who  were  called  Majores. 
Others  derive  it  from  Mata.,  the  mother  of  Mercury, 
to  whom  they  offered  sncnficc  on  the  first  day  of  it. 
On  the  21st  of  this  month  ths  Sun  enters  Gemini,  and 
the  plants  of  the  earth,  in  general,  begin  to  flower. 

1 . — May-day.  I have  said  above,  that  some  derive 
May  from  Mata,  the  mother  of  Mercury,  to  whom 
they  offered  sacrifices  on  the  first  day  of  it.  And 
this  seems  to  explain  the  custom  which  prevails  on 
this  day  where  the  writer  resides,  [^Cambridge]  of 
children  having  a figure  dressed  in  a grotesque  man- 
ner called  a May-lady  ; before  which  they  set  a table, 
having  on  it  wine,  &c.  They  also  beg  money  of 
passengers,  which  is  considered  as  an  offering  to  the 
Maulkin  ; fo:  their  plea  to  obtain  it  is,  “ Pray  remem- 
thepoor  May-lady  P Perhaps  the  garlands  for  which 
they  also  beg,  originally  adorned  the  head  of  the^fo^/- 
dess.  The  bush  of  Hawthorn,  or  as  it  is  called. 
May,  placed  at  the  doors  on  this  day,  may  point  out 


72 


^^AY. 


the  first  fruits  of  the  spring,  as  this  is  one  of  the  eariiest 
trees  which  blossoms.  For  a variety  of  other  cus- 
toms on  this  day,  see  Brand’s  Pop.  Antiq.  p.  255 — 
62. 

I. — St.  Philip,  and  St.  James  the  Less. 
Philip  was  born  at  Bethsaidoy  in  Galiltey  and  is 
supposed  by  some  to  have  been  the  first  person  called 
to  be  one  of  Christ’s  Apostles.  He  is  thought  to 
have  preached  the  Gospel  in  Upper  Asia.  Lardner 
says,  “ I think  we  have  good  evidence  that  Philip, 
one  of  tlie  twelve  Apostles,  resided  for  some  time, 
and  died  at  Hierapolis,  in  Phrygia.”  James 
called  the  Less*,  Mark  xv.  40,  was  the  son  of  Al- 
PHEus,  and  the  Lord’s  brother  (either  as  being  the 
son  of  Joseph  by  a former  wife,  or  a relation  of  his 
mother  Mary),  was  one  of  Christ’s  Apostles.  We 
have  no  account  of  the  time  when  he  was  called  to 
the  Apostleship,  nor  is  there  any  thing  particularly 
said  of  him  in  the  histoiy  of  our  Saviour  which  is  in 
the  Gospels.  But  from  the  Actsy  and  St.  Paul’s 
Ephtlesy  we  learn,  that  he  was  of  note  among  the 
Apostles  soon  after  Stephen’s  death.  In  the  year 
S6,  or  thereabouts,  he  seems  to  have  been  appointed 
P resident  y or  Super  intcndanty  in  the  Church  of  .Jeru- 
salem, where  and  in  Judea,  he  resided  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  He  presided  in  the  Council  of  Jeru- 

* What  is  said  under  James  the  Great,  July  25,  may 
serve  loshtw  why  this  Apostle  is  called  James  the  Less  . 


MAY. 


YS 

' SJVLi.M,  held  there  in  the  year  49,  or  50.  He  was 
in  great  repute  among  the  Jewish  people,  both  be- 
lievers and  unbelievers,  and  was  surnaraed  the  Just  ; 
notwithstanding  which,  he  suffered  martyrdom  in  it 
tumult  at  the  Temple,  and  probably  in  the  former  part 
of  the  year  62.  He  was  the  author  of  tlte  CanonicaJ 
Epistle,  which  goes  under  the  name  of  St.  James. 

It  was  written  about  the  year  61.  The  foregoing 
account  is  taken  almost  verbatim  from  Lardner. 

3. — Invention  of  the  Cross.  The  word  invention 
sometimes  signifies  the finding  of  a thing  luhich  ivas  hid- 
den. The  Romish  Church  celebrates  a feast  on  the 
3d  of  May,  under  the  title  of  “ Invention  of  the  Hoh/ 
Cross.  It  is  said,  that  St.  Helena  on  this  day 
found  the  true  Cross  o/'Christ,  deep  in  the  gi‘0und, 
on  Mount  Calvary.  Three  Crosses  were  discovered, 
but  the  Cross  of  Christ  was  distinguished  from  those 
of  the  thieves,  by  a sick  woman  being  immediately  * 
healed  upon  touching  it. 

G.—Rogation  Sunday.  The  Sunday  before 
Holy  Thursday,  or  the  Ascension  of  our  Eord.  See 
the  next  article  but  one. 

^ — 'S’/.  John  Evan.  Ante  Port.  Lat.  The  words  an- 
te port.  lat.  signify  before  the  gate,  called  Porta  La- 
tina, or  Port  Latin.  This  day  was  anciently  dedi- 
dicated  to  the  memory  of  St.  John  tJie  Evangelist's 
miraculous  deliverance.  In  a very  ancient  black  letter 
booh  trailed  « The  Lives  of  the  Saints  f it  is  said, 
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**  The  JLmjierour  Dom^cycn  commanded  Johan  sholdl 
he  brought  to  Rome ; and  whan  he  was  there  they 
broughte  him  tofore  the  gate  called  fiorte  latyih  and  put 
hym  in  a tonne  ful  of  breiining  oyle  ; but  he  never felte 
harme  ne  payne.  And  wythout  sujfryng  ony  harms  he 
yssued  out.  In  that  place  crysten  men  dyd  to  mah  a 
fayre  chyrche,  and  this  day  made  a solemyne  feste^  as 
it  were  the  day  of  his  marterdoml^  From  the  above 
mentioned  ancient  book,  it  appears,  that  from  the 
gate,  porle  latyn,  before  which  John  was  cast  into  the 
oyle,  he  was  called  Johan  Portlatyne.  Dr.  Dod- 
dridge, however,  thinks  the  historical  evidence  for 

the  event  itself  very  uncertain. 

7.  'i  Monday,  1 These  three  days  are  cal- 

8.  I Tuesday,  Rogation  days,  on  ac- 

9. J  Wednesday.  ) count  of  the  extraordinary 
prayers,  and  other  supplications,  which  with  fasting, 
were  at  this  time  offered  to  God  by  devput  Christians. 
‘The  design  was  to  pi'epare  the  mind  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  our  Saviour’s  Ascension  ; and  to  implore  the 
blessing  of  God  on  the  fruits  of  the  eaith,  which  are 
then  tender,  that  they  may  not  be  blasted.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  vi.  Centuiy,  tlie  first  Council  of  Or- 
leans api-ointed  diese  days  to  be  yearly  observed. 

Holy  Thursday,  or  Ascension  Day,  is 

Hie  day  on  which  our  Saviour’s  Ascension  is  comme- 

• Rogation  (from  the  Latin  roffo,  to  pray),  a desire,  a piayer. 
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Biorated.  This  glorious  event  took  fSace  from  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  near  Bethany.  Here  our  Lord 
held  his  last  conversation  with  his  Disciples ; and 
whil<  he  blessed  them  he  was  parted  froiji  them,  and 
carried  up  into  Heaven  by  the  ministry  of  Angels. 
**  In  the  Romish  Church,  part  of  the  paschal  taper 
consecrated  on  this  day,  was  distiibuted  among  the 
people,  to  perfume  their  houses,  fields,  See.  in  order 
to  drive  away  the  devil,  and  preserve  them  from 
storms  and  tempests.”  This  is  the  season  when 
Parishes  are  perambulated  ; and  although  at  the  Re- 
formation, all  processions  were  abolished,  yet  for 
retaining  these  Perambulations  of  the  Circuits  of  Pa- 
rishes, it  was  ordered,  » That  the  people  shall  once 
a year  at  the  time  accustomed,  with  the  curate  and 
' substantial  men  of  the  parish,  walk  about  the  Pa- 
rishes as  they  were  accustomed.” 

“ How  It  became  common  in  England  to  call  As- 
ccnsion  day,  Holy  Thursday  I know  not.  Former- 
Jy  Holy  Thursday  always  meant  the  Thursday  in 
Ploly  Week,  or  the  week  before  Easter.  'Perhaps 
we  are  indebted  for  this  modern  title  of  the  Ascension 
^lay,  to  the  Almanack  makers.”  Shefiherd. 

19.~Dunstan,  Archbiskofi  of  Canterbury.  He 
was  born  at  Glastonbury,  and  in  94d,  King  Edmun» 
bestowed  upon  liim  that  rich  Abbey.  Edgar,  sole 
monarch  of  England,  made  him  Archbishop  of  Can- 
ierbury.  Being  now  possessed  of  the  primacy,  and  as^ 
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8ured  of  the  Royal  assistance,  he  laboured  hard  to 
compel  the  secular  canons  to  put  away  their  wives  and 
become  monks  ; and  if  they  refused,  drove  them  out 
and  "introduced  Benedictine  monks  in  their  stead. 
He  was  unfortunately  too  successful  in  these  eftorts, 
in  consequence  of  which  a spirit  of  irrational,  unman- 
ly superstition,  was  diffused  among  the  people.  He 
died  in  988,  aged  63,  having  held  the  Bishopric  of 
London,  with  the  Archbishopric  of  Cantr..- 
BURV.  17  years. 

20. Whitsunday.  “ On  this  day  is  celebrated 

the  Descent  of  the  Holi/  Ghost  upon  the  Apostles  in 
the  visible  appearance  of  fery  clo-ven  tongues,  and  in 
those  miraculous  powers  which  were  then  conferred 
upon  them.”  This  festival  seems  to  have  been  cal- 
led Whitsunday  or  Whitensunday,  “ partly  from  the 
glorious  lighi  of  Heaven,  which  was  this  day  sent 
down  upon  the  earth,  from  the  Father  of  Iv^hls ; but 
but  principally  because  this  day  being  one  of  the  stated 
times  for  Baptism  in  the  ancient  Church,  those  who 
were  baptized,  put  on  <ivhite  garments,  as  types  of. 
that  spiritual  purity  they  received  in  haftism,  and 
which  they  were  obliged  to  presence  in  the  future 
course  of  their  lives.”  Anciently,  even  m England, 
were  Whitsun  farthings,  or  smoke  farthings,  which 
were  a composition  for  offerings  made  in  W hltaun 
' week,  by  every  man  who  occupied  a house  with  a 
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ehimney,  to  the  Cathedral  of  the  Diocese  In  which  he 
lived.  Whitsuntide  is  seven  weeks-  after  Easter.  . 

21, ■)  Whit-Monday,  "l  The  two  days  fol- 

22jJ  Whit-Tuesday.  J lowing  Whit-Su  nuay- 
which  were  formerly  set  apart  for  the  performance  of 
religious  duties  ; but  are  now,  like  Easter  Monday 
and  Easter  Tuesday,  generally  devoted  to  plea- 
sure. 

26 — Auslhi,  ['not  Aiigmthi\  the  first  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  was  originally  a monk-  at  Rome. 
About  the  year  .596,  he  was  sent  by  .Gregory  i.  at 
the  head  of  fort^/  other  Monks,  to  conveit  tlie  Eng- 
•lish  to  Christianity.  They  were  very  successful,  and 
among  others  King  Et he lbert  himself  became  a 
convert.  Austin  resided  principally  at  Durovernu m, 
since  called  Cant  rbury.  He  died  May  26,  607. 
The  observation  of  his  festival  was  first  enjoined  un- 
der Cuthbert  Archbishop^  of  Canterbury,  and  after- 
wards by  the  Pope’s  bull,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  iii. 

27. — Trinity  Sunday,  is  set  apart  for  the  ce- 
lebration of  the  Mystery  of  the  Holy  Trimly.  Mosksim, 
writing  the  history  of  the  iv.  century,  says,  “ The 
doctrine  of  three  persons  in  the  Godhead  had  hap- 
pily escaped  in  tlie  three  preceding  centuries  the 
va.n  curiosity  of  human  researches,  and  been  left  un- 
do'fined  and  undetermined  by  any  particular  set  of 
ideas.”  Aftd  it  had  been  happy  for  the  Church  if 
the  wisdom  of  the  three  fir.st  centuries  had  been 
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mifested  fey  all  succeeding  ones.  The  obscmtion  of 
this  festival  was  first  enjoined  by  the  Council  Arles 
in  1260,  or,  according  to  Mr.  Shepherd,  in  the  x. 
century.  Cambridge  has  a magmificent  Col- 
hge  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinmty.  This  Col- 
% was  founded  by  Henry  v in.  on  the  site  of  twd 
other  Colleges  and  an  Hotel;  and  here  were 
educated,  amongst  other  great  meu,  those  immorwl 
writers.  Bacon  and  Newton.  Of  the  former 
tliere  is  an  excellent  bust  by  Roubiliac  in  the  College 
Library ; but  the  marble  statue  of  Newton  in  the 
chapel  executed  by  the  same  statuary,  commands  the 
admii-ation  of  all  who  view  h.  These  illustrious 
men  are  deservedly  held  up  togetlrer  to  public  view, 
in  the  window  of  painted  glass  which  adorns  the 
south  end  of  the  Library.  The  present  master  of 
this  College,  is  the  Rev.  W.  Lort  Mansell,  d.  d. 

*27. Venerable  Bede.  Tliis  eminent  man  is  one 

of  our  most  ancient  Historians.  He  was  born  in 
672,  in  tlie  neighbourhood  of  Weremouth,  in  the 
Bishopric  of  Durham,  and  was  educated  in  the  mo- 
nasteiy  oi  St.  Peter,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Wyre. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  was  ordained  deacon,  and 
priest  at  thirty.  In  the  year  731  he  published  his  Ec- 
clesiastical History,  a work  of  so  much  ment, 
notwithstanding  the  legendary  talcs  it  contains,  that  it- 
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were  alone  sufficient  to  immortalize  the  author.  He 
died  in  the  year  735,  of  a lingering  consumption, 
and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  his  convent  at  Jar- 
row  ; but  his  bones  were  afterwards  removed  to  Dur- 
ham. Bkde,  was  a singular  phenomenon,  in  an  ig* 
norant,  and  illiterate  age.  His  learning  was  ex-- 

TENSIVE,  HIS  APPLICATION  INCREDIBLE,  HIS  PIE- 
TY EXEMPLARY,  AND  HIS  MODESTY  EXCESSIVE. 

He  was  universally  admired,  consulted,  and  esteemed. 
Wheatley  says,  “ his  learning  and  piety  gained  him 
the  surname  of  Venerable ; though  the  common  story 
which  goes'  about  that  title’s  being  given  him,  is  this. 
Hs  scholars  having  a mind  to  fix  a rhyming  title  up- 
on his  tomb-stone,  as  was  the  custom  in  those  times  f 
the  poet  wrote, 

Hac  sunt  in  fossa, 

Bed^e  ossa. 

Placing  the  word  ossa  at  the  latter  end  of  the  verse 
for  the  rhyme,  but  not  able  to  think  of  any  proper 
epithet  that  would  stand  before  it.  The  Monk,  be- 
ing tired  in  this  perplexity  to  no  purpose,  fell  asleep  ; 
but  when  he  awaked,  he  found  his  verse  filled  up  by 
*n  angelick  hand,  standing  thus  in  fair  letters  upon 
the  tomb  : 

Hac  sunt  in  fossa, 

Bed.c  venerabilis  ossa,'* 
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The  first”  general  Collection  ofj  his  Works’ appeared 
at  Parts  in  1544,  in  three  volumes,  folio. 

29 — This  day  is  called  the  Restoration,  be- 
cause Charles  II.  \va.s  brought  back  to  England,  and 
restored  to  the  throne  of  his  ancestors.  One  of  the- 
principal  instmments  in  the  Restoration,  was  General 
Monk.  As  Charles  was  a gay,  dissolute  gentlem  Ji, 
his  Court  was  a perfect  contrast  to  that  of  his  father’s, 
being  a scene  of  luxury  and  lewdness.  And  as  the 
king  set  so,  bad  example,  the  immorality  of  the  nation, 
as  might  be  expected,  awfully  Increased.  Charles 
died  in  1684-,  but  shewed  no  remorse  for  his  ill-spent 
life.  ,It  has  been  the  opinion  of  impaitial  historian?, 
that  he  was  a concealed  Pafast.  And  indeed,  if  he 
Vas  not,  'ivhy  did  he  decline  recei  ving  the  Sacrament 
yrem  Bishop  Ken,  though  repeatedly  pressed  to  it, 
and  receive  absolution,  the  other  sacraments, 
and  even  extreme  unction,  from  * Hudelston, 
a Popish  priest  ? The  custom  of  wearing  oak-leaves 
and  oak-apples  on  this  day,  and  of  having  oak  boughs 
at  the  door,  is  to  commemorate  the  wonderful  preser- 
vation of  Charles  II.  after  his  defeat  at  the  battle  of 
Worcester,  Sept.  3,  I'Sol.  The  king,  to  escape  his 
pursuers,  concealed  himself  in  an  oak  tree  which  stood 


• Burnet's  Hist,  of  his  Own  Times,  Vol.  ii.  p.  280,  8i. 
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near  the  road,  fiom  whence  he  saw  and  heard  people 
as  tliey  passed  by,  wishing  he  would  fall  into  their 
hands.  But  Lord  Clarendon,  as  quoted  by  Tindal,. 
in  his  notes  on  Rapin,  says,  the  tree  grew  jn  the 
thickest  part  of  a ’wood,  which  was  searched  with  the 
greatest  exactness.  This  wood  was  either  in,  or  on 
the  borders,  of  Staffordshire.  ■ 

The  ingenious  Mr.  Butler,  in  his  Exercises  on  the 
Globes,  says,  “ This  famous  oak  was  situated  near 
Boscobel-house,  about  the  middle  of  the  Eastern  bor- 
der of  Sliropohire,  adjoining  to  Staffordshire,  '26 
miles  fi  om  Worcester,  and  at  no  great  distance  from 
Bridgenorth  or  Wolverhampton.  The  solitary  dwell- 
ingwas  Inhabited  by  five  brothers  of  the  name  of  Pen- 
derell,  who  clothed  the  King  in  a garb  like  their  own, 
led  him  into  the  neighbouring  wood,  put  a bill  into 
his  hands,  and  pretended  to  employ  themselves  in  cut- 
ting  faggots.  For  a better  concealment,  he  mounted 
upon  an  oak,  where  he  sheltered  himself  among  the 
leaves  and  branches  for  21- hours.  This  tree  was  after- 
wards denominated  the  Royal  Oaid’ 

31'. — Corpus  Christl,  or  the  Body  of  Christ,  a fes- 
tival kept  on  the  next  Thursday  after  Trinity  Sunday, 
and  instituted  in  honour  of  the  Euiharist.  Oxford 
and  Cambi  idge  have  each  a College  dedicated  to  Cor- 
pus  Christi.  That  at  Cambridge  is  usually  called  Be^ 
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ne*l  Collegej  from  its  vicinity  to  Sf.  Benedicf* 
Churchy  which  is  appropriated  to  it.  But  its  proper 
name  is  Collegiumy  Corfior'is  Christiy  and  Beatte  Ma~ 
rmVWgtnh.  This  College  was  founded  in  1350,  by 
two  religious  Societies  or  Guilds  in  Cambridge,  cal- 
led Corfius  Christiy  and  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary.  Cor- 
f.us  Christi  Collegey  at  Oxford,  was  founded  in 
• 1516,  and  endowed  with  lands  of  nearly  4001.  per  an- 

jiura,  by  Richard  Foxy  successively  Bishop  of  Exeter, 
Bath  and  Wells,  Durham,  and  Winchester. 
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JUNE,  the  sixth  month  of  the  year.  Etymole-, 
gists  give  different  reasons  for  its  being  so  called. 
Some  irom.  Junius,  a junioribus,  because  it  is  reckoned 
the  month  for  young  fieojile  : others  from  Junius  Bru^ 
tus,  who  drove  the  Turquins  from  Rome,  and  settled 
the  Government  upon  the  People.  On  the  21st  of 
this  month  the  Sun  enters  Cancer,  and  makes  die 
Summer  Solstice. 

1 . — Nicomede,  a Priest  at  Rome,  and  a most  use- 
ful man  to  the  ancient  martyrs,  whom  he  assisted 
under  their  conflicts,  and  afterwards , buried  their 
bodies.  At  length,  Nicomede  himself  fell  a martyr 
to  his  religion,  being  beaten  to  death  with  clubs,  or 
leaden  plummets.  This  took  place  under  Domitian. 

5. — Boniface  Bishofi  of  Mentz,  and  Martyr.  This 
sminent  missionary  was  born  in  England,  of  illustri- 
ous parents.  PI  is  name  was  Winifred,  which  Gre- 
GORV  II.  changed  into  Boniface.  He  pc-rformed 
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the*  functions  of  a Christian  teacher  among  the  Thu- 
RiNGiANs,  Frieslanders,  and  Hessians,  and 
erected  a great  n’any  Christian  Churches.  He 
was  made  Archhhhofi  of  Mentz,  and  Primate  of 
Germany  and  Belgium,  by  Zachary^  Bishop  of 
Rome^  in  746.  In  his  old  age  he  returned  to  Fries- 
land, 'where  he  began  his  ministry.  Here  he  was 
murdered  in  755,  with  fifty  other  Ecclesiastics  who 
accompanied  him.  He  has  obtained  the  appellation 
of  the  Apostle  of  the  Germans.  Wheatley  says, 
he  was  a great  friend  and  admirer  of  Bede. 

11. — St.  Barnabas.  This  good  man  is  called  an 
Apostle  in  two  Calendars,  prefixed  to  Bibles  in  my 
possession  ; and  Nelson  gives  him  the  same  title. 
But  I think  Dr.  Wake  calls  him  only  an  A^iostoHcal 
man  ; and  Dr.  Lardner,  who  has  considered  the  sub- 
ject with  his  usual  accuracy,  concludes,  that  he  was 
not  an  Apostle,  and  adds,  that  he  was  reckoned 
by  Clement  of  Alexandria  an  AjwstoUcal  Man  ; or  an 
Aposih’i  in  the  lower  sense  of  the  word.  From 
the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  w'e  learn  he  “ was  a Levite 
of  Cyprus,  and  one  of  those  who  sold  their  goods, 
and  lands,  and  laid  the  money  at  the  Apostles'  feet.” 
He  afterwards  preached  tlie  Gospel  in  different 
parts  withFaul,  near  fourteen  years.  Upon  their 
separation,  it  is  probable  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
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life  in  his  native  Island,  Cyprus,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring parts.  There  is  no  certain  evidence  of  his 
having  suffered  martyrdom.  The  Epistle  under  his 
name  is  genuine,  though  not  a part  of  the  Canonical 
Scriptures. 

17. — jdllan  (St.)  was  the  first  Christian  martyr  in 
Britain,  and  is  commonly  stiled  the y%ro/o-martyr  of 
tliis  Island.  He  was  born  at  Verulam  (now  St.  Albans  ) 
in  the  iii.  centuiy,  and  went  to  Rome,  where  he  serv- 
ed seven  years  as  a soldier  under  Dloclesiau.  He 
afterwards  returned  to  England,  and  became  a Chris- 
tian. He  suffered  martyrdom  in  303,  during  the 
dreadful  persecution  raised  by  Dioe'esian.  Several 
miracles  are  said  by  Bede  to  have  been  wrought  at  his 
martyrdom,  which  are  copied  into  the  Biographica  Bri- 
tannica.  Dr.  K'lpfiis,  however,  had  too  sound  a 
judgment  to  give  credit  to  them.  Four  or  five  hun- 
dred years  after  his  death.  King  Offa  built  a large 
a nd  stately  Monastery  to  his  memory  ; and  the  town 
of  St.  Albans,  in  Herts,  takes  its  name  from  him, 

20. — Translation  of  Edward  King  of  the  JVest 
Saxons.  This  Prince  having  been  murdered  by  Iris 
mother-in-law  [see  March  183,  was  first  buried  at 
IVarhani,  without  any  solemnity  ; but  three  years 
aftei , the  body  was  carried  by  Duke  Alfcrus  to  the 
Minster  of  Shrewsbury,  and  there  interred  with  great 
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pomp.  In  memory  of  which  translation^  as  it  is  called, 
tills  day  was  dedicated. 

21. — Longest  day.  The  longest  day  is,  in  Lon- 
don, I6I1.  34m.  5s.,  allowing  9m.  16s.  for  refrac- 


24. — Nativity  of  John  the  Baptist. 


account  I shall  give  of  this  excellent  man,  will  read 
much  the  best  in  a connected  form,  I have  put  toge- 
ther his  hlrth  and  his  death.  John  (in  the  Hebrew 
Johanan)  signifies,  “ the  grace  and  favour  of  the 
Lord.”  This  illustrious  man  was  the  son  of  Zachct- 
rias  and  Elizabeth,  both  eminent  for  their  piety.  He 
was  born  in  tlie  year  of  the  world  4000,  about  six 
months  before  our  Saviour,  and  was  sent  to  prepare 
the  way  for  his  appearance.  He  continued  in  desert 
places,  till  he  entered  upon  his  Ministry,  by  which  he 
raised  a character  for  eminent  mortification  and  sanc- 
tity, and  naturally  prevented  any  such  intimacy  with' 
Christ,  in  their  childhood  and  youth,  as  might  pos- 
sibly have  occasioned  some  suspicion,  as  to  the  impar- 
tiality of  the  testimony  which  John  afterwards  bore 
to  him.  John  was  called  to  the  Prophetic  Office  in 
the  fifteenth  year  of  Tiberias,  which,  according  to 
Calmei,  is  the  28th  year  of  the  common  era.  His 
preaching  was  eminently  successful  ; for  it  is  said, 
“ there  went  out  to  him,  they  of  Jerusalem  and  all 
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the  land  of  Judea,  and  all  the  region  round  about 
Jordan,  and  were  all  baptized  of  him  in  the  river  of 
Jordan  confessing  their  sins.”  John  bore  repeated 
testimony  to  Christ,  and  acknowledged  he  was  not 
worthy  to  unloose  the  latchet  of  his  shoes.  He  even 
rejoiced  in  the  prospect  of  the  reputation  which  Christ 
would  acquire,  though  at  the  expence  of  his  own  po- 
pularity. He  must  increase,  but  I must  decrease.” 
Herod  Hntipas,  Tetrarch  of  Galilee^  having  sent  for 
him  to  his  Court,  John  plainly  and  faithfully  reproved 
him  for  his  incestuous  and  adulterous  marriage  with 
Herodtas  his  own  niece,  and  the  wife  of  his  brother 
Philips  and  for  his  other  enormities.  Herod,  in  con- 
sequence of  this,  imprisoned  him  in  the  castle  of  Ma- 
ehartis,  and  would  have  put  him  to  death,  but  was 
afraid  of  the  people.  Herodtas  also  would  have  kill- 
ed John  had  it  been  in  her  power.  At  length  provi- 
dence pei-mitted  this  to  be  the  case.  On  Herod*s 
birth  day,  Salome  the  daughter  of  Herodius,  by  her 
former  husband,  Phiilp,  danced  before  him,  his  cap- 
tains,*  and  dilef  estates,  or  the  principal  persons  of 
Galilee.  This  so  pleased  Herod,  that  he  “ promised 
her,  with  an  oath,  whatsoever  she  should  ask,  even 
to  the  half  of  his  kingdom.”  Hearing  this  she  ran  to 
her  mother  and  said,  “ What  shall  I ask  ?”  The  mo- 
tiier,  without  hesitation,  replied,  « The  head  of  John  the 
Baptist:'  Herod  was  exceedingly  sorry  when  he 
hoard  such  a request ; but  out  of  regard  to  his  oaths 
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and  his  guests^  he  immediately  sent  an  executioner  to 
behead  John  in  prison.  This  was  instantly  done, 
and  the  * head,  being  brought  in  a charger,  was 
given  to  and  she,  forgetting  the  tenderness 

of  her  sex,  and  the  dignity  of  her  station,  cai  ried  it 
to  her  mother.  Jerome  says,  that  “ Herodias  treated 
the  Baptist’s  head  in  a very  disdainful  manner,  pull- 
ing out  the  tongue  which  she  imagined  had  injured  her, 
and  piercing  it  with  a needle.”  Providence,  however, 
as  Dr.  Whitby  obseiTes,  interested  Itself  very  remark- 
ably in  the  revenge  of  this  murder  on  all  concerned. 
Herod’s  army  was  defeated  in  a war  occasioned  by 
his  marrying  Herodias,  which  many  Jews  thought  a 
judgment  on  him  for  the  death  of  John.  Both  He, 
and  Herodias,  whose  ambition  occasioned  his  ruin, 
were  aftenvards  driven  from  their  kingdom,  and  died 
in  banishment,  at  L^onst  in  Gaul.  And  if  any  credit 
may  be  given  to  Nicefihorisy  Salome,  tlie  young  lady 
who  made  the  cruel  request,  fell  into  the  ice  as  she 
was  walking  over  it,  which,  closing  suddenly,  cut  off 
her  head. 

24*. — Is  called  Midsummer  Day.  Johnson  says 

[from  mid  and  summer^,  die  Summer  Solstice  being 

* 

* The  heail  of  the  Baptist  has  been  preserved  as  a very 
precious  relic.  The  Abbot  Villcloin  says  in  his  Memoirs,  that 
the  head  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  was  saluted  by  him  at  Ami- 
ens,  and  that  it  was  the  fifth  or  sixth  he  had  the  honour  to 
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•fiopularh/  reckoned  to  fall  on  this  day.  • But  the  fact 
is,  that  the  time  of  the  Summer  Solstice  is  variable : 
it  has  gradually  moved  from  the  1 8th  to  the  22d  day  of 
Juive;  so  that  the  20th  or  21st  is  the  most  proper  me- 
dium. The  timein  which  the  Sun  enters  each  ofthesigns 
of  the  Zodiac,  is  subject  to  a like  variation,  which 
is  accurately  pointed  out  every  year  in  the  Alma- 
nacks. 

29. — St.  Petkr,  whose  name  signifies  a stone  or 
rock,  was  boi  n at  Bethsaida  in  Galilee.  Peter  wius 
brought  to  Clirist  by  his  brother  Andrsiv,  and  called 
to  a stated  attendance  cn  him.  This  Apostle  was 
one  of  the  three  selected  by  our  Lord  to  be  witnesses 
of  his  glory,  and  of  his  humiliation  He  was  firmly 
attached  to  his  divine  Master,  though,  through  fear, 
he  was  led  to  deny  him  thrice.  Peter  is  styled  by  the 
Ancients,  “ the  mouth  of  the  Apostles,”  because  he 
was  so  forward  on  all  occasions  to  profess  his  belief  in 
our  Saviour.  He  suffered  martyrdom  at  Rome,  about 
the  year  6f,  and  was  crucified  with  his  head  down- 
wards ; saying,  according  to  Jerome,  “ he  was  un- 
worthy to  be  crucified  as  his  Master  wa?.”  It  is  well 
known  what  extraordinary  veneration  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics have  for  Sr.  Peter,  and  what  extravagant 
claims  they  have  deduced  from  him,  as  Bishoji  of 
Rome : claims,  which  a multitude  of  Protestant  Wri- 
ters have  proved  destitute  of  any  solid  arguments  to 
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•iipport  them.  Peter  left  /wo  Epistles  which  make 
pait  of  tlie  Sacred  Canon.  Doddridge  thinks  the  first 
was  written  in  61,  and  the  second  about  67.  The- 
church  of  St.  Peter,  at  Rome,  is  the  largesC- 
Iwiiding  of  the  kind  in  the  Woi  ld. 


JULY. 


JULY,  the  aeventh  month  in  the  year.  The  word 
is  derived  from  the  Latin,  Julius^  the  sirname  of  C» 
Ctsar^  who  was  born  in  it.  Mark  Anthony  first 
gave  this  month  the  name  in  honour  of  his  illustrious 
friend  Julius  Caesar.  The  Sun  enters  Leo  on  the  23d 
of  this  month. 

1 Fifth  Sunday  after  Trinity.  This  being  the 

Sunday  before  Commencement  Tuesday,  is  called  at 
Cambridge,  Commencement  Sunday,  and  is  a Scar- 
let day  : that  is,  a day  on  which  the  Doctors  appear 
in  their  Scarlet  Robes.  Two  Inceptors  in  Divinity, 
who  complete  their  Doctors  degree  the  Tuesday  follow- 
ing,  preach  the  two  Sermons  at  St.  Mary’s  Church* 
On  this  day  the  Vice-Chancellor  invites  to  dinner  all 
Noblemen,  the  Regii  Professors,  their  Sons,  and  the 
Public  Oratory*. 

* Sec  the  Cambridge  University  Calendar,  for  1802,  by  Bi 
C.  Raworth,  A.  B. 
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2, — Visitation  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  In  the  xiy. 
century,  there  was  a terrible  schism  in  the  Church  of 
Rome,  and  to  prevent  such  futuie  disorders,  Urban 
instituted  this  festival  to  commemorate  the  visit  made  by 
the  Virgin  Mary  to  her  cousin  EUe:,aheth.  And  in  the 
XV.  century,  the  Council  of  Basil  decreed  it  should  be 
celebrated  in  all  Christian  Churches,  that  “ the  Vir- 
gin Mary  being  honoured  with  this  solemnity,  might 
reconcile  her  Son  by  her  intejcession,  who  is  now  an- 
gry for  tne  sins  of  men  ; and  tliat  she  might  grant 
peace  and  unity  among  the  faitliful,” 

— UJs  day  is  called  at  Cambridge,  Commence- 
ment Day,  and  is  always  the  first  Tuesday  in  July. 
The  Doctors  in  the  several  Faculties  cf  Lainv,  Physic, 
and  Uiviniiy,  and  the  Masters  of  Arts,  now  complete 
their  degrees. 

•^ULY  3.  1 Dog  Days  begin,  "j  These  days  are 
r ^ so  called  from  the 

Auc.  11.  j Dog  Days  end.  J Canis  or  dog- 
si  ar,  which  then  rises  and  sets  w'ith  the  Sun,  and 
gi  eatly  increases  tlie  heat.  This  is  the  popular  notion. 
But  I with  pleasure  avail, myself  of  the  opportunity  of 
enriching  this  article  from  the  very  ingenious  Dr.  Hut- 
ton's Mathematical  and  Philosofihica,  Dictionary,  arti- 
cle Canicular  Days  “ Some  authors  say,  from  Hip- 
pocrates and  Pliny,  that  the  day  this  Star  first  rises  in 
the  morning,  tlic  sea  boils,  wine  turns  sour,  dogs  be. 
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gin  to  grow  mad,  the  bile  increases  and  irritates,  and 
all  animals  grow  languid  ; also  that  the  diseases  it  usu- 
ally occasions  in  men  are  burning  fewrs,  hysterics,  and 
ph  rensits.  The  Romans  too  sacrificed  a bro-xvn  dog 

every  year  to  Canicula  at  his  first  rising,  to  appease 
his  rage.  All  this,  however,  arose  from  a ground- 
less idea,  that  the  Dog-star  so  rising  was  the  occasion 
of  the  extreme  heat,  and  the  diseases  of  that  season  ; 
for  the  Star  not  only  varies  in  its  rising,  in  every  one 
year,  as  the  latitude  varies^  but  it  is  always  later  and 
later  every  year,  in  all  latitudes  ; so  that  in  time,  the 
Star  may,  by  the  same  rule,  come  to  be  charged 
with  bringing  frost  and  snow,  when  he  comes  to  rise 
in  winter.”  The  Dr.  adds,  “ that  according  to  the 
common  method  of  counting  the  dog-days,  they  had 
at  length^  fallen  considerably  after  the  hottest  time  of 
the  5'’ear ; but  that  they  are  now  properly  placed  in 
Almanacks,  from  July  3,  to  Aug.  1 1 .” 

4. — Translation  of  St.  Martin.  This  day  is  dedi- 
cated to  the  translating,  or  removing  the  body  of  St. 
Martin,  from  the  place  where  it  was  buried,  to  a 
more  noble  and  magnificent  tomb,  which  was  done  by 
Perpetuas,  one  of  his  successors  in  the  see  of  Tours. 
His  feast  day  is  on  the  1 Ith  of  November. 

7. — Thomas  a Becket,  Lord  High  Chancellor  of 
England,  and  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  IT.,  one  of  the  most  lordly  and  insolent  pre- 
lates that  ever  existed.  He  began  the  dispute  between 
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the  Crown  and  the  Mitre.  Henry  was  offended,  and 
in  an  assembly  of  Bishops,  offered  six  articles  agahist 
Papal  encroachments.  These  Bccket  signed,  but  re- 
lapsing, was  ordeid  to  be  tried  as  a traitor  ; upon 
which  he  fled  into  Flanders.  After  seven  years  exile 
he  returned  ; but  his  extreme  insolence  made  Henry 
so  unhappy,  that  it  is  said  he  expressed  a wish  for 
somebody  to  revenge  him  on  Bechet.  This,  four 
Gentlemen  of  his  Court  undertook  to  do,  and  mur- 
dered the  Archbishop  in  his  Cathedral,  Dec.  29th, 
1171.  Two  years  after,  Bechet  was  canonized,  and 
Henry  did  penance  as  a testimony  of  regret  for  his 
murder.  When  he  came  within  sight  of  the  Church 
where  the  Archbishop  was  buried,  he  alighted  otf  his 
horse,  and  walked  barefoot  in  the  habit  of  a pilgrim 
till  he  came  to  Bechet's  tomb,  where  he  submitted  to 
be  SCOURGED  BY  THE  MoNKS,  and  passed  all  that 
day  and  night  without  refreshment,  and  hneeling  upon 
the  bare  stone.  Every  fifty  years  there  was  celebrated 
aJuBiLEE  to  the  honour  of  Bechet,  which  lasted  fif- 
teen days,  plenary  indulgences  were  granted  to  all 
who  visited  his  tomb,  and  100,000  pilgrims  have  been 
registered  at  a time  in  Canterbury.  The  devotion  to 
him,  in  that  Cit\>  had  almost  effaced  the  adora- 
tion of  the  Deity,  and  of  the  Virg'n  Mary.  At 
God’s  altar,  for  instance,  there  were  offered  in  one 
year  31.  2s.  6d.  at  the  Virgin's  6Sl.  5s.  6d.  at  St.  Tho~ 
mas's  8321.  12s.  3d.  But  next  year,  tlie  disproportion 
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was  greater.  There  was  not  a penny  offered  at 
God’s  altar  ; the  Virgin  had  only  41.  Is.  8d.  but 
St.  Thomas’s  had  9541.  6s.  3d.  By  such  offerings 
his  shrine  was  of  inestimable  value.  Louis  the 
VII  of  France,  who  came  to  visit  it  on  a pilgrimage, 
offered  one  stone  luhich  was  esteemed  the  richest  in  Eu- 
rope. Henry  the  viii.  however,  unshrinfd  and 
CNSAiNTED  him  at  once.  The  shrine  was  broken 
down,  and  carried  away  ; the  gold  that  was  about  it, 
filling  TWO  CHESTS  which  were  so  heavy,  that  they 
were  a load  to  eight  strong  men  to  carry  them  out 
«f  the  Church.  The  King  also  ordered  his  name  to 
be.  struck  out  of  the  Calendar.  Who  put  it  in  again 
I know  not. 

15. — St.  Swithin  lived  in  the  ix.  century,  and  hav- 
ing been  preceptor  to  King  Ethelwulph,  was,  by  him, 
promoted  to  the  See  of  Winchester.  By  his  advice, 
Ethelwulfth  is  said  to  have  granted  a charter  of  tithes 
to  the  church,  “ which  alone,”  says  Rapin,  “ was 
sufficient  to  give  him  a sa.nlship.”  But  besides  tJiis, 
he  is  reported  to  have  wrought  abundance  of  miracles, 
which,  says  our  venerable  Martyrologist,  Foxy  “ I 
leave  to  be  read  with  the  Iliads  of  Homer,  and  the 
tales  of  Robin  Hood.”  I find  nothing  in  history 
which  enables  me  to  explain  the  tradition,  that  if  it 
rains  on  St.  Swithin,  it  will  rain  forty  days  following. 
Just  after  the  foregoing  account  was  written,  I met 
with  a passage  in  Brand’s  edition  of  Bourne’s  “ jinti- 
quitales  Vulgares”  which  I will  transcribe.  “ They,” 
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that  is  the  monks,  “ do  indeed  give  some  show  of 
reason  why  rain  should  happen  about  the  time  of  St. 
Siuhhln  ; for  about  the  time  of  his  feast,  there  are 
two  rainy  constellations,  Pr<tcep£  and  Asellus^  which  a- 
rise  cosmicallij^  and  generally  produce  rain.”  Upon  the 
whole,  the  observation  made  on  St.  Paul’s  DAy  will 
apply  to  St.  Sivit/iin’s.  “ It  was  a custom  of  Genti- 
lism  adopted  under  the  Papal  superstition,  and  trans- 
mitted to  our  times.”  I may  add,  that  St.  Swithin's 
is  not  the  only  day  on  which  observations  are  made 
about  the  weather.  St.  Paul's,  Candlemas  day,  and 
Valentine's  day,  have  been  supposed  equally  omi- 
nous. 

The  writer  thinks  he  is  correct  in  saying,  that 
many  years  ago  one  of  the  Sheet  Almanacks,  per- 
haps IVing's,  had  the  following  lines  in  it ; 

If  St.  Paul  be  fair  and  clear, 

It  doth  betide  a happy  year  ; 

If  blust’ring  winds  do  soar  aloft. 

The  wars  will  trouble  England  oft ; 

And  if  it  chance  to  snow  or  rain. 

Then  will  be  dear  all  sorts  of  gi  ain. 

to. — Margaret,  a celebrated  virgin,  who  is  sup- 
posed to  have  received  the  crown  of  martyrdom,  at 
Antioch,  in  the  year  2f8.  She  was  at  first  cruelly 
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tortured  by  Ollbyus,  President  of  the  East,  under 
tlie  Romans,  and  then  beheaded.  Wheatley  saysj 
“ her  holy-day  is  very  ancient,  not  only  in  the 
man,  but  also  in  the  Greek  Church,  who  celebrate  her 
memoiy  under  the  name  of  Marina.^'* 

22. — Mart/  Magdalen,  or  Mary  of  Magda' a, 
from  the  place  of  her  residence.  Out  of  this  woman 
our  Lord  cast  seven  devils,  and  perliaps  from  a prin- 
ciple of  gratitude  for  the  cure,  she  followed  him  ever 
after.  She  was  probably  a woman  of  some  distinction  ; 
for  she  is  mentioned  before  Joanna,  the  wife  of  Chuza, 
Herod's  Ste'iuard.  She  shewed  our  blessed  Lord 
great  respect  in  his  life,  at  his  death,  and  afterwards 
in  conjunction  with  other  pious  women,  bought  spi- 
ces and  balms  for  preserving  the  sacred  body.  And 
Christ  manifested  a considerable  degree  of  regard  to- 
wards her,  for  she  was  the  frst  fierson  to  whom  he 
appeared  after  his  Resurrection.  Some  have  thought 
her  to  be  the  same  woman  mentioned  Luke  vii.  37 
to  the  end.  But  Dr.  Lardner  has,  with  his  usual 
judgment,  shewn  that  not  to  be  at  all  likely.  Indeed 
that  woman  is  not  called  Mary,  but  z sinner,  which, 
in  the  obnoxious  sense  at  it  is  there  used,  nvas  not  the 
character  of  Mary  Magdtden.  And  on  this  account, 
as  Dr.  Lardner  has  shewn  in  his  letter  to  Jonas  Han- 
way,  Esq.  there  is  an  impropriety  in  calling  houses, 
for  the  reception  of  Penitent  Prostitutes,  Magdalens. 

25. — St.  James.  This  Apostle  is  c.alled  James 
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THE  Great,  to  distinguish  him  from  the  other 

% 

Apostle,  James,  who  is  called  the  Less.  Nelson 
thinks  he  was  styled  the  Great  “ either  because  he 

was  much  older  than  the  other  James,  or  because  our 

\ 

I^ord  conferred  upon  him  some  peculiar  honours  and 
favours  ; he  being  or.e  of  the  three  disciples  whom  our 
Saviour  admitted  ro  the  more  intimate  transactions  of 
his' life.”  He  was  brother  to  the  lelovcd  Disciple^ 
and  they  w'ere  called  Boanerges,  which  signifies, 
S071S  of  thunder*.  He  w'as  put  to  death  by  the  com- 
mand of  King  Herod,  nephew  of  Herod  Antipas, 
who  beheaded  John  the  Baptist,  and  brother  to  the 
Infamous  Herodias.  The  Spaniards  have  a pro- 
digious veneration  for  St.  James  ; “ and,  on  ac- 
count of  his  appearing  armed  Cap-a-pie,  mounted  on 
a stately  prancing  nvhlle  Horse,  and  assisting  them  in 
their  battles  with  the  Moors,  they  have  chosen  him 
for  their  Patron  Saint,  and  instituted  a mlUtanj  order, 
which  is  called  by  his  name.”  Dr.  M.  Geddes  in 
the  II.  volume  of  his  valuable  Tracts,  has  given  us  the 
Legend  of  St.  James,  and  then  exposed  its  absurdi- 
ties. 

“ It  seems  unreasonable  to  suppose  our  Lord  intended  to 
reproach  them  vah  some  f'auli  in  th.  ir  natural  tcm|)er,  as  if 
they  we-e  fierce  ami  fuiious,  though  Dr.  t.'a\e  .las  iouniated  as 
much.  The  name  must  rather  h;.T.-  been  honoural-lr  ; prt>phe- 
tica!. lepreseniing  the  rrsolutio’i.  and  courage  with  which 
they  wou  :.  opmiy  and  roIJ'ij  declare  the  great  truths  of  the 
gospel,  when  acquainted  with  them, 


JULY. 


99 


2G. — S(.  Anue,  wife  of  Joachim,  and  Mother  of  the 
Virgin  Mary.  The  Scripture  is  silent  with  respect 
to  tiiis  person,  nor  is  it  known,  except  by  uncertain 
tradition,  that  the  name  of  Mary’s  mother  was  Anue, 
or  her  father  Joachim,  The  Latin  Church,  however, 
celebrates  a festival  for  her  on  this  day  ; and  the  fol- 
lowing prayer  is  in  the  evening  Office  of  that  church. 
0 God,  who  didst  vouchsafe  to  bestow  on  blessed  Anne 
the  honour  of  being  Mother  to  a HY  on»ly  Son’s  ]\Io~ 
ther,  mercifully  grant  that  we  who  beep  her  festival, 
may  be  assisted  by  her  intercession  through  the 
same  Lord. 
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AUGUST,  the  eighth  month  of  the  year,  was  de- 
dicated to  the  honour  of  Augustus  Caesar,  because  in 
this  month  he  was  created  Consult  thrict  triumphed  In 
Koine t subdued  Egyfit  to  the  Roman  Emfihet  and 
made  an  end  of  Civil  Wars.  On  the  2i3d  of  this 
month  the  Sun  enters  Virgo. 

1. — Lammas  day.  “ Antiquaries,”  says  Brand, 
“ are  divided  in  their  opir.ions  about  the  origin  of  the 
word  Lam,  or  I.amb-mass.  Some  suppose  it  is  called 
Lammas  day,  quasi  Lamb-masse,  because  on  that  day 
the  tenants  that  held  lands  of  the  Cathedral  Church  in 
York,  were  bound  by  their  tenure  to  bring  a live 
Lamb  into  the  Chinch  at  high  Mass  on  that  day.” 
Others  derive  it  from  a Saxon  word,  signifying 
Loof-Massct  or  Bread-Mcsse,  because  on  tins  day 
our  forefathers  made  an  ottering  of  bread  fiom  new 
wheat.  Lastly,  Blount  s:.)s,  “ I.ammas  day,  the 
first  of  August,  otheiwise  called  the  Gu!  or  1 ale 
of  August,  which  may  be  a corruption  of  the  British 
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word  Gwul  ylzvst  signifying  the  feast  of  August. 
Brand’s  Pop.  Antiq.  p.  SGi,  5. 

6 Transjiguratmu  The  miraculous  change  of 

our  blessed  Saviour’s  appearance  in  the  “ Ploly* 
Mount.”  Just  after  this  took  place,  there  appeared, 
in  forms  of  glory,  Moses  and  Elijah,  who  convera- 
cd  with  our  Lord  about  his  decease,  which  he  was 
shortly  to  accomplish  at  c/rrwWrw/.  Cal  met,  in  his 
Dictionary  of  the  Bible,  says,  “ ’Tis  observed  with  a 
great  deal  of  reason,  that  the  condition  in  which  Jesus 
ClViist  appeared  among  men,  humble,  weak,  poor, 
despised,  WAS  A true  and  continual  transfi- 
guration ; whereas  the  trnnsjiguration  itself,  in 
whicli  he  shewed  himself  in  the  real  splendor  of 
HIS  glory,  was  his  true  and  natural  condi- 
tion.” It  is  generally  supposed  that  this  august 
scene  took  place  on  Mount  Tabor.  The  witnesses  to 
it  were  Peter,  James,  and  John. 

7 Name  of  Jesus.  As  Wheatley,  who  has  taken 

considerable  pains  to  explain  the  Saints’  days  and  Holy 
clays,  says,  he  does  not  find  how  this  day  came  to  be 

I 

dedicated  to  the  name  of  Jesus  ; and  as  I liave  not 
met  with  any  thing. elsewhere  which  appears  satisfac- 
tory, I will  hazard  a coii’iecture,  that  it  may  refer 
to  the  command  given  to  Joseph,  by  the  Angel. 

* Matt.  xvii.  Mark  ix.  Luke  ix.  and  I Pet.  i.  1?,  18. 
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Mat.  I.  21.  to  c:ill  the  Child,  which  Mary  his  wiltr 
should  brin^  fonh,  Jesus.  For  as  the  birth  of  Christ 
is  fixed  in  December,  it  seems  probable  from  the  ac- 
count in  Matthew  i.  that  the  Angel’s  command  was 
given  a few  months  hefo7'e  that  event ; and  tlien  the 
name  of  Jesus,  may  be  a contraction  for  the  Naming 
OF  Jesus. 

lO.j — St.  Laiorence.  This  good  man  was  one  of 
the  seven  Deacons,  under  Sixtus,  the  Bishop  of  Rome, 
all  of  whom,  with  the  Bishop,  suffeied  martydom  un- 
der Valerian,  about  the  year  2G0.  St.  La'wrencey 
being  peculiarly  obnoxious,  the  order  for  his  punish- 
ment was,  “ Bring  out  the  grate  of  iron  ; and  when 
it  is  redhoti  on  wttfi  him,  roast  himj  brail  him,  turn 
him  ; Ujion  pain  of  our  high  displeasure,  do  ensery  man 
his  office,  0 ye  tormentors^’  These  orders  were  obeyed, 
and  after  Lawrence  had  been  pressed  down  with  fire 
forks  for  a long  time,  he  said  to  the  tyrant,  « This 
side  is  now  roasted  enough  ; O tyrant,  do  you  think, 
roasted  meat  or  raw  the  best  ?”  Soon  after  he  had 
said  this,  he  expired.  The  Church  of  St.  Lawrence 
Jewry  in  London,  is  dedicated  to  him,  and  has  a 
gridiron  on  the  steeple  for  a vane,  that  being  generally 
supposed  the  instrument  of  Ids  torture.  The  ingeni- 
ous Mr.  Robinson*,  speaking  about  this  Saint,  says, 
Philip  II.  of  Spain,  having  won  a battle  on  the  lOtk 


* Ecclesiastical  Researches,  p.  2(J{). 
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©t  August,  the  festival  of  Sf.  I^a-turence^  vowed  to 
consecrate  a Palace,  a Church,  and  a Monast  f.ry 
to  his  honour.  He  did  erect  the  Escurial,  which  is 
the  'airiest  Palace  in  Europe.  This  immense  quarry 
consists  of  several  courts  and  quadrangles,  all  dispo- 
Bcd  in  the  shape  of  a gridiron.  The  bars  form  seve- 
ral courts  ; and  the  Ro^i^al  Familtf  occupy  tlie  han- 
dle.” “ Gridirons^  says  one  who  examined  it, 

“ are  mot  with  in  every  part  of  the  budding,  i here 
jjre  sculfitured  gridirons,  iron  gridirons,  fiainie'd  grid- 
irons, marble  gridirons,  &c.  &c.  There  are  g idirons 
tver  the  doors,  gridirons  in  the  i/ards,  gridirons  in 
the  windows,  gridirons  in  the  gal’eries.  Never  was 
an  instrument  of  martyrdom  so  multiplied,  so  honour- 
ed, so  celebrated  : and  thus  much  for  gridirons. 

15. — Assumption  of  the  Virgin  Mary;  a festival 
in  both  the  Greek  and  I.atin  churches,  celebrated 
on  this  day  in  honour  of  die  pretendJ  miracu’ovs  as- 
cent of  the  Virg  n Mary  into  Heaven.  CalmJ,  who 
was  a Catholic,  after  relating  some  strange  things  which 
have  been  said  about  her  death,  adtls,  “ But  it  must  '• 
not  be  dissembled,  that  these  sorts  of  traditions  :re 
VERY  uncertain,  to  say  no  worse  of  them,  d he 
church  arc  divided  as  to  her  rising  again,  or  whether 
she  stays  for  the  general  resurrection.”  In  the  evening 
Office  of  the  Church,  hotvever,  in  my  possession,  there 
is  a service  for  her  Assumption,  wlrich  ccncluoes 
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thus : “ On  this  day,  the  Virgin  Mary  went  up  ta 
heaven  ; rejoice  that  she  reigns  forever  with  Christ!” 

21-. — St.  Bartholomew  the  Apostle,  was  of 
Galilee  but  there  is  no  scriptural  account  of  his 
hirth',  labours,  or  death.  It  is  commonly  said,  he 
preached  in  the  Tnimes,  and  was  flayed  alive  by  order 
of  ^‘Isti^agcs,  bi  other  to  Paletnoti,  King  of  Anuenta. 
1 have  heard  this  day  called  black  Bartholomeiv.  The 
reason,  I suppose,  for  this  appellation  is,  on  account  of 
the  2000  ministers  who  were  ejected  on  this  day,  by 
tlie  Act  of  Uniformity,  in  1662.  As  it  respect* 
France,  there  is  a sliockmg  propriety  in  the  epithet, 
for  the  horrid  Massacre  of  the  ProLCStants  commenced 
on  this  day,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  IX.  In 
Paris  only,  10,000  wore  butchered  in  a fortnight,  and 
00,000  in  the  Produces,  making,  togetlier,  100,000. 
This,  at  least,  is  the  calculation  of  Penefixe,  Tutor  to 
J^oo  IS  XI\h  and  Archbishop  of  Paris  ; others  reduce 
the  number  much  lower. 

28. — Augustus,  St,  “ A principal  glory  of  the 
Countiy  of  Africa,  teas  born  at  Tagasta,  in  the  in- 
la  id  part  of  Numidia,  in  Sod.  He  was  at  first  a Ma- 
nicJsec,  but  when  he  was  about  28,  or  29,  suspicions 
arose  in  his  mind  respecting  the  truth  of  tlicir  doctrine, 
and  in  his  30th  year,  lie  had  forsaken  them.  Augus- 
tine says,  that  what  seduced  him  in  his  youth  to  be  a 
Mauichee,  was,  the  hope  of.  understanding  every  thing 
iy  demonstration,  and  of  knowing  God  by  the  sole  light 
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cf  reason  avlthout  failh.  In  other  places  he  tells  us, 
the  Mamchees  “ bantered  the  Catholic  credulity,  and 
promised  men  science  and  demonsti  ation  ; and  set  up 
reason  above  authority  or  scripture*.”  After  he, left 
the  Manichees,  he  wrote  against  them  with  consider- 
able success  and  applause.  He  was  ordained  Presby- 
ter of  Hippo  Regius  in  391,  Bishop  of  the  same  city 
in  395,  and  died  in  430,  in  the  35th  of  his  Episco- 
pate, and  the  76th  of  his  age.  It  is  said,  he  was 
converted  by  reading  and  reflecting  on  Rom.  xni.  13. 
And  though  his  character,  after  his  conversion,  has 
been  traduced  by  some  writers,  yet  as  Lardner,  and 
many  others,  speak  highly  of  his  morals  and  piety, 
I think  their  testimony  far  preferable  to  that  of  his  ac- 
cusers. Mosheim’s  language  is_  as  follows.  “ The 
fame  of  Augustine,  Bishop  of  Hip.fio  in  Africa ^ fil- 
led the  whole  Christian  world  ; and  not  without  rea- 
son, as  a variety  ot  great  and  shining  qualities  were 
united  in  the  character  of  that  illustrious  man.  A sub- 
lime genius,  an  uninteniipted  and  zealous  pursuit  of 
truth,  an  indefatigable  application,  an  invincible  pati- 
ence, a sincere  piety,  and  a subtle  and  lively  wit,  con- 
spired to  establish  his  fame  upon  the  n->ost  lasting  foun- 
dations.” He  afterwards  adds,  “ tl’.at  the  accuracy 
and  solidity  of  his  judgment,  were  not  proportionable 
to  his  eminent  talents  ; and  that  upon  many  occasions 
* Lardnei’s  Works,  Vol  iii.  p.  452, — 453. 
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he  was  more  guided  by  the  violent  impulse  of  a war® 
imaginadon,  than  by  the  cool  dictates  of  re  ison  and 
prudence,”  &c.  But  his  jiiety  remains  nnimpeached. 
The  Bpiedictines  have  published  an  accui'atc  and  splcn- 
Ciid  edition  of  his  Works. 

29. — Beheading  of  John  the  Bafitisty  (see  June 

*/l.) 
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V - — r- 

SEPTEMBER,  by  a contraction  of  ssfitem  ah 
imhre,  the  seventh  from  the  snows  ; which  were  di- 
vided into  the  first  and  second  snows.  These 
popular  names  of  the  Months  are  those  which  some 
aaithors  have  abridged,  not  very  prone  ly,  from  the 
Calendar  of  Romulus.  But  as  the  Months  are  now 
reckoned.  September  is  the  ninth  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year.  The  Sun  enters  Libra  on  the  23d 
of  this  month. 

]. — St.  Giles,  Abbot  and  Confessor^  was  born  at 
Athens,  and  came  into  France  in  1\5,  having  first 
disposed  of  his  patrimony  to  chr..dtable  u'es.  After 
living  two  years  with  Cas.irins,  Bishop  o(  Arles,  he 
commenced  hermit,  and  sy  contin’ied,  till  he  was 
made  Abbot  of  an  Abbey  at  Nisines,  which  the 
Kin'T  built  for  his  sake.  He  died  in  705. 

2. — London  burnF.  For  an  account  of  this  dread- 
ful conjla'^ration,  I shall  give  part  of  die  inscriptiou 

* The  damasre  sustained  by  tb  s dreadful  fire  has  been  esti-- 
mated  at  JO, 699, OOol.  St.  Paul's  was  valued  at  2,200,0001. . • , 
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on  tlie  Monument  : “ The  second  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1666,  at  the  distance  of  202  feet,  the  height 
of  this  column,  a terrible  fire  broke  out  about  mid- 
night. It  consumed  in  its  progress  89  churches,  the 
city  gates,  Guildhall,  many  public  stiaictures,  hos- 
pitals, schools,  libraries,  a vast  number  of  stately 
edifices,  13,200  dwelling-houses,  and  400  ^streets. 
The  ruins  of  the  city  were  436  acres,  from  the 
Tower  by  the  T hames  side,  to  the  Temple  church, 
and  from  the  north-cast  gate  along  the  city  wall,  to 
Holborn  bridge.  Three  days  after,  when  this  fatal 
fire  had  baffled  all  human  counsels  and  endeavours,  it 
stopped,  as  it  were  by  a command  from  Heaven,  and 
was  on  every  side  extinguished.”*  The  pious  as- 
tribed  this  fire  to  the  just  vengeance  of  Heaven, 
upon  a city  where  vice  and  immorality  reigned  so 
shamefully  and  openly,  notwishstandlng  the  raging 
plague  of  last  year*. 

7.  — Enurfhus  was  Bishop  of  Orleans,  in  France, 
and  present  at  the  Counsel  of  Valentia,  in  375.  The 
circumstances  attending  his  election  to  the  See  of 
Orleans,  and  other  things  attributed  to  him,  savour 
too  much  of  the  marvellous  for  me  to  transcribe. 

8.  — Nativity  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  “ This  day  is 
dedicated  to  the  memorj’^  of  the  Blessed  Virgin's  Na- 

• There  died  of  the  Flagve  in  London  ontv,  C6,59€ 
persons. 
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tiviti/,  a concei  t of  Angels  having  been  heard  in  the 
air  to  solemnize  that  day  as  her  birth-day.”  The 
festival  was  Instituted  in  the  vi.  century. 

14. — J/oIiy  Cross  Da^.  This  festival,  which  was 
instituted  about  the  year  615,  took  its  rise  from  the 
following  circumstance.  Cosroes  King  of  Per  slay 
having  plundered  Jerusalem,  took  away  a great  piece 
of  the  Cross  which  Helena  Iwd  left  there.  Heracliusy 
the  Emfieror  defeated  him  in  a battle,  and  reco- 
vered the  Crossy  which  he  carried  back  in  triumph  to 
Jerusalem. 

17. — Lambert,  St.,  Bishop  and  Martyr.  Lamhe,t 
rose  into  life,  with  the  advantages  of  a learned  and 
pious  education.  His  preceptor  was  Theodard, 
Bishop  of  Maestricht,  who  being  assassinated  in  669, 
was  succeeded  in  his  Bishoprick  by  Lambert.  But 
in  673,  on  the  death  of  Childeric  II.  he  was  expelled 
from  his  see,  and  retired  to  the  monastery  of  Stavclo. 
Here  he  continued  seven  years,  submitting  to  the 
rules  as  strictly  as  the  youngest  novice  could  have 
done.  Lambert  was  afterwards  restored  to  his  see, 
and  discharged  the  functions  of  it  with  wonderful  zeal 
■and  success.  But  the  disorders  which  at  tnis  period 
prevailed  in  the  government  of  France,  gave  to  eveiy 
proud  and  violent  hand  an  opportunity  of  raising  him- 
self above  the  reach  of  justice  ; and  one  of  these  mur- 
dered at  Liege,  on  the  17th  of  September, 

703.  His  festival  was  instituted  in  1210. 
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21. — St.  Matthew,  called  also  Lfvi,  was  the  son 
of  Alfiheuiy  and  a publican,  or  tax  gatherer,  under  the 
Romans.  Botli  his  names  discover  him  to  have  been 
of  Jervish  .'‘action  ; and  he  was  probably  a GaHlean,. 
As  he  sat  in  Capernaum,  collecting  his  toll,  Jesus 
going  by  .said  unto  him,  Follo’w  me  ; and  he  arose' 
and  foUo^ved  him.  Socrates,  the  Ecclesiastical  His- 
torian, says,  “ Matthew  preached  the  Gospel  in  Ethio- 
pia and  many  suppose  he  died  a martyr  there.  But 
as  he  was  reckoned  so  early  as  the  ii.  centuj'y  .'unong 
the  Apostles,  who  did  not  snjfer  martyrdom,  it  is  more" 
probable  he  died  a natural  death.  It  is  generally,  if- 
not  universally  agreed  by  the  ancients,  that  Matthew 
wrote  his  Gospel  in  Hebrew.  Eusebius  s.ays,  “ this 
Evangelist  having  first  preached  to  the  Hebrews, 
when  lie  was  about  to  go  abroad  to  other  people,  deli- 
vered his  Gospel  to  them  in  their  own  language.” 
But  several  moderns,  and  among  them  Lardner  and- 
Whitby,  think  it  was  written  in  Greek.  The  time 
aksc  when  it  was  written  has  been  much  disputed. 
Some  have  placed  it  as  early  as  the  year  36,  others  in 
4-1  ; but  Lardner  thinks  it  was  not  written  till  Cl,  or 
65.  Matthew  has  more  quotations  from  the  Old 
Testament  than  any  of  the  Evangelists. 

25. — Old  Holy  Rood.  The  holy  rood  Was  an  image 
of  Christ  on  the  cross  placed  upon  a loft  made  for 
that  purpose,  just  over  tht  p’'ssage  out  of  the  Church 
into  the  chancel.  This  rood  was  not  rcckciied  cun.-. 
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fihle  witliout  the  images  of  the  Virgin  Mary^  and 
St.  John.  These  images  were  sometimes  placed  over 
the  entrance  into  the  Church.  One  of  the  most 
famous  of  these  roods  was  that  of  Boxley>  in  Ivent, 
which  was  a crucifix  called  the  “ roed  of  grace.  * 
I’liis  was  a famous  mfiosturc.,  being  contrived,  by  the 
lulli  of  s firings,  to  roll  the  eyes,  move  the  lips,  &c. 
&c.  It  was  shewn  publicly  at  Paul’s  Cross,*  in 
1537,  and  after  a sermon  upon  it,  Irohn  to  fiieces. 
In  the  reio-n  of  Henry  vni.  1532,  three  mtn  were 

O 0 J 

hanged  for  taking  down  the  rood  of  Dover  Court  and 
burning  it.  This  was  done  in  the  night,  the  church 
door  being  often,  for  it  was  said  the  powei  of  the  idol 
was  such,  that  no  man  could  shut  it.  Vox,  p. 

The  festival  of  the  exaltation  of  the  Cross,  was,  and  till 
this  time  is,  known  by  the  name  of  Hcltj-rood  day. 

2G. — Cnfirian,  Bishofi  of  Carthage,  was  a veiy  emi- 
nent man,  and  h.td  a quick  advancement  to  the  highest 
othccs  in  the  church.  Ke  was  made  Presbyter  in  2 t7» 

* Before  the  ancient  cathcdtal  of  St.  Paul’s  was  placed  the 
famous  Paul's  Cross.  This  was  a pulpit  formed  of  wood, 
mounted  on  stone  steps,  and  covered  with  lead,  in  which  the 
most  eminent  divines  were  appointed  to  preach  every  S mday 
morning.  To  this  place  the  Court,  the  Mayor  and  ’.Idermen, 
and  the  principal  Citizens  u^ed  to  resort.  Hc-c  he  pious 
Bishop  Hail  preached  his  celebrated  Passion  Srrvioii  ; which 
has  this  title,  “ The  Passion  Sermon  preached  at  Paul’s 
Cross  on  Good  Friday,  April  14th,  l609.”  fins  pulpit,  A:c. 
was  demolished  in  I64  3,  by  order  of  rarliament. 
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and  Bishop  ’n  218.  Pie  might  with  gi*eat  truth  say, 
no.'o  efnscofian,  for  he  was  ; a maPL  r torced  into  tlie 
see  of  Carthage.  After  nianv"  persecutions,  he  was 
brought  before  the  Proconsul,  Galeaiius  Maximus, 
Sep*-ember  14,  258  ; wl.en  the  following  dialogue 
took  place.  Proconsul.  Art  theu  Thascius  Cyprian  ? 
Cyprian,  I am.  Pro.  Ihe  most  sacred  Emperors 
have  commanded  thee  to  sacrifice.  Ct/fu  I do  not 
sacrifice.  Pro.  Be  well  advised.  C^p.  Do  as  thou 
art  commanded.  In  so  just  a cause  there  needs  no 
consultation.  Pro.  It  is  decreed  that  Thascius 
Cyjrrian  be  beheaded.  C^p.  God  be  thanked.  Cp- 
prian  was  then  led  away  to  the  field  of  Sexti,  and 
beheaded.  Dr.  Lardner  gives  him  an  excellent  cha- 
racter. There  is  a fine  edition  of  Cyprian’s  Works  in 
English,  with  notes  by  Mi'.  Nath.  Marshall.  After 
the  foregoing  sketch  was  written,  I met  with  Wheat- 
ley  on  the  Common  Prayer^  who  after  having  given  an 
account  of  Cyprian,  in  substance  the  same  as  mine, 
adds,  “ but  the  Cyjirian  in  the  Roman  Calendar,  cele- 
brated on' this  day,  as  appears  by  the  Reman  Bre- 
viary, is  not  the  same  with  St.  Cyprian  of  Carthage, 
but  another  Cyprian  of  a^ntioch,  who,  of  a conjuror, 
was  made  a Christian,  and  afterwards  a Deacon  and 
a Martyr.  Pie  suffered  with  Justina,  a beautiful 
young  woman.  They  were  first  fried  in  a pan  with 
pitch  and  fat,  and  aftenvards  beheaded.  This  took 
place  in  272.” 
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29.  — Michaelmas  day  ; or  the  feast  of  St. 
Michael  AND  ALL  Angels.  From  Scripture,  we 
learn,  that  Michael  was  an  Archangel  that  presided 
over  the  Jewish  nation — that  he  had  an  army  of 
Angels  under  his  command — that  he  fought  with  the 
Dragon,  or  Satan,  and  his  angels — and  that,  con- 
tending with  the  Devil,  he  disputed  about  the  body  of 
Moses.  Of  other  Angels,  it  is  said  in  general,  “ are 
they  not  all  ministering  spirits,  sent  forth  to  minister  to 
them  who  shall  be  heirs  of  salvation  ? “ Wheatley  says 
“ that  the  people  may  know  what  benefits  Christians 
receive  by  the  ministry  of  Angels,  the  Feast  ot  St. 
Michael  and  all  Angels.,  is  for  that  reason  solemnly  ob- 
served in  the  church.” 

30.  — Jerome,  a Monk  of  Palestine,  was  probably 
born  about  the  year  34*2,  and  ordained  Presbyter  by 
Paulinus,  at  Antioch,  in  378.  He  was  a very  learned 
man  ; and  particularly  skilled  in  Hebrew,  whicli  was 
an  uncommon  thing  among  Christians  at  that  time. 
Vv^ten  lie  was  young,  he  spent  four  years  in  solitude. 
He  translated  all  the  Canonical  Scriptures  of  the  Old 
Testament,  out  of  Hebrew  into  Latin,  which  trans- 
lation is  called  the  Vulgate.  And  it  is  here  worth 
remarking,  that  the  Catalogue  of  the  Canonical 
Scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament  which  Jerome 
has  given,  “ is  that  which  the  Jews  received,  and  which 
is  received  by  Christians  at  this  day.”  It  is  the 
same  with  respect  to  the  N-ewTestament,  as  may  be 
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seen  In  his  Lette  r to  Paulinus,  “ Concerning  the 
study  of  the  Scriptures.’^  Jerome  faithfully  reproved 
the  vices  of  both  clergy  and  laity,  which  perhaps  has. 
given  occasion  to  his  being  called  extremely  bitter. 
Mosheim  is  much  more  severe  upon  him  than  Lardncr, 
though  he  acknowledges,  “ that  by  his  learned  and’ 
zealous  lalrours,  he  rendered  such  eminent  services  to 
the  Christian  cause,  as  will  hand  down  his  name  with 
honour  to  the  latest  posterity.”  He'  is  supposed  to 
have  lived  to  the  age  of  80  or  90,  but  the  place  of  his 
..death  is  not  mentioned.  Clarke  says,  there  was  an 
edition  of  his  works,  in  1567,  in  Glomes  ; — Mesheim, 
tliat  the  Benedict’ne  Monks  have  given  an  edition  in 
5 volumes,  which  was  republislied  at  Ver9na,  witk 
considerable  additions. 
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OCTOBER  derives  its  name  from  the  same  source 
as  the  preceding  month.  Domitian,  who  was  born  in 
this  month,  was  desirous  of  giving  to  it  his  name,  and  to 
Sffifember  his  surname,  Germanicus  : but  his  vain  pro- 
jects perished  with  him,  for  it  still'retains  its  original 
name.  On  the  23d  of  this  montli  the  Sun  enters  Scor- 
pio. 

1. — Remigius,  Bishop  of  Rhetms,  in  France.  This 
prelate^  after  having  instructed  Clovis,  the  jirst  Chris- 
tian King  of  the  Franks,  in  tlie  docti  ines  of  the  Gos- 
pel, baptised  him  at  Rheims,  by  trine  immersion.  It 
is  said  by  the  epitomiser  of  the  histoiy  of  the  Frasikst 
that  “ Remigius  having  preached  to  Clovis  and  those 
who  had  been  baptised  wltli  him,  a sermon  on  the  Pas- 
mon  of  our  Saviour,  the  King  on  hearing  him,  could 
not  forbear  ciying  out,  “ If  I had  been  there  'with 
Franks  it  should  not  have  happened!’  The  conversion 
of  Clovis  is  looked  upon  by  the  learned,  as  the  origin 
of  the  titles  of  Most  Christian  King,  and  eldest  Son  of 
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the  Chvrcht  which  have  so  long  been  attributed  to  the 
Kings  of  France. 

6. — Faith f Virgin  and  Martyr,  The  ancient  Ro- 
mans dcijied  faith,  and  had  a temple  consecrated  to 
her.  In  tliC  Calendar  of  Julius  Cxsar,  June  5th,  is 
to  “ Fides.”  Christian  Rome,  celebrates  on  Aug.  1st, 
the  Passion  of  the  Holy  Virgins  Faith,  Hope,  and 
Charity.  It  is  highly  probable  these  virtues  have  been 
mistaken  for  persons ; and  admitting  this,  Dr.  M. 
Geddes  smartly  says,  “ they  may  be  tjaily  said  to  have 
suffered,  and  still  to  suffer  martyrdom  at  Rome.’^ 
There  is  Indeed  the  Church  of  St.  Faith,  at  London  : 
but  as  our  Calendar  is  mostly  copied  from  the  Romish 
one,  that  will  account  for  the  introduction  of  the  good 
Virgin  amongst  us. 

9. — Denys,  or  Dionysius,  Bishop  and  Martyr.  As 
the  Calendars  do  not  agree  in  the  name  of  this  person, 
It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  who  was  intended  to  be 
commemorated.  If  it  were  Dionysius,  the  Areopagite, 
the  account  of  him  from  the  Encyclopedia  and  Lard- 
ncr,  is,  “ that  he  was  born  and  educated  at  Athens. 
He  afterwards  went  into  Eg\-pt  for  improvement  ift 
’ knowledge,  and  being  at  Heliopolis  when  our  Saviour 
suffered,  he  saw  a wonderful  eclipse  of  the  sun  ; where- 
upon Dionysius  cried  out,  “ Either  God  himself  suf- 
fers, or  synif  atliizeth  with  the  sufferer.”  This  stoiy, 
however,  is  disregarded  by  the  generality  of  learned 
men.  At  his  return  to  Atluns,  he  was  elected  into  the 
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Court  o1  Areopagus  ; from  whence  he  derived  the  name 
of  Areopagiie.  He  embraced  Christianity  about  the 
year  50,  and  as  some  say,  was  appointed  first  Bishop 
of  Athens  by  St,  Paul.  He  is  supposed  to  have  suffer- 
ed martyrdom.  All  the  writings  which  go  under  his 
came  are  spurious. 

13. — Translation  of  King  Edward,  Confessor.  Ed- 
ward was  the  youngest  son  of  King  Ethelrcd,  and  came 
to  the  Croum  of  England  in  1042.  The  name  of  Con- 
fessor IS  supposed  to  have  been  given  him  by  the  Pope, 
for  settling  what  was  then  called  Rome  Scot ; but  is 
row'  better  known  by  the  name  of  Peier-pence.  His 
CROW'N,  CHtiR,  STAFF,  SPURS,  &c.  aic  Still  made 
use  ol  in  the  Coronation  of  our  English  Kings. 

17. — E'helureda,  a Piincess  of  distinguished  piety 
in  the  seventh  century,  daughter  of  Anna,  King  of 
the  East  Angles,  was  born  about  the  year  630  at  Jx- 
ning,  now  : small  village  in  the  most  wcsteni  part  of 
Siif'olh,  bordering  uj'Cn  Cawlridgeshire,  formerly  a 
town  of  some  note.  She  took  the  veil  in  ColJingham 
Abb-y,  Torkshire,  under  Elba,  * daughter  of  King 
' Etheljrida,  who  was  Abbess.  The  Wr  of  Ebj  be- 
coming her  sole  property  after  the  death  of  her  husband 
Tonbert,  a principal  nobleman  among  tlie  East  Angles, 

* Ebba  and  her  Nuns,  to  pic\ent  their  being  dishonoured 
by  the  Dunes,  cue  off  theig  i osts  and  upper  lij  s ; upua  which 
the /ratM  shut  them  up  in  their  Moiidstery,  and  setting  fuc 
to  it,  they  all  peiishcd.  Jt 
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Etheldreda,  about  the  year  673,  founded  the  Conven* 
tual  Church  at  Ely,  with  the  Convent  adjoining ; and 
for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  her  society,  settled 
the  whole  Isle  of  Ely.  She  was  Abbess  herself,  and 
dit;d  June23,  679,  in  the  soA’enth  year  of  her  abbey- 
ship.  This  day,  October  17th,  kept  in  remembrance 
of  her,  was  the  day  of  her  translation,  16  years  after 
her  dearil.  Plate  the  eighth,  in  Bentham’s  Histoiy 
and  Antiquities  of  the  Conventual  and  Cathedral 
Church  of  Ely,  is  the  effigies  of  St.  Ethddreda.,  taken 
from  a painting  on  glass  in  the  Bishop’s  Palace,  Ely. 
She  is  represented  with  the  pastoral  staff  or  crook  in 
her  right  hand  ; in  the  left  she  holds  an  open  book,  on 
which  her  eyes  are  fixed  with  great  earnestness.  The 
Monastery,  in  which  both  monks  and  nuns  lived  in  so- 
ciety and  regular  order  under  St.  EtJuldreda,  continued 
in  a flourishing  state  nearly  200  years  after  her  death. 
But  in  tlie  year  870,  the  Danes  made  a descent  on 
the  Isle,  destroyed  the  Monastery,  and  slaughtered 
the  inhabitants.  For  the  above  account  I am  indebt- 
ted  to  that  scarce  and  valuable  book,  B/nthatn’s 
History  and  Antiquities  of  the  Conventual  and  Cathe- 
dral Church  of  Ely. 

18 — St.  Luke.  “ The  first  time  that  we  find 
any  mention  of  St.  Lule  in  the  books  ofj  the  New 
Testament,  is  in  his  *Gwn  History,  Acts  xvi.  10, 

* Doddridge  says,  “ that  when  Li/Sre  first  mentions  himself 
Ib  his  own  history,  it  is  very  remarkable  that  he  does  it  only 
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1 1 . Whereby  it  appears  that  he  was  In  Paid’s  com- 
pany at  Troas,  before  the  Apostle  took  shipping  to 
^•o  into  Macedonia,  in  which  voyage  Luke  was  one 
of  the  company.  Nor  does  he  speak  any  more  ex- 
pressly of  himselt  till  Paul  was  a second  time  at 
Greece,  and  was  setting  out  for  Jerusalem  with  the 
collections  which  had  been  made  for  the  poor  Saints 
in  Judea.  And  it  appears  from  the  sequel  of  the  his- 
tory in  the  Acts,  that  Luke  was  one  of  those  who  ac- 
companied the  Apostle  to  Jerusalem,  and  stayed  with 
him  there.  And  that  when  the  Aj)ostle  was  sent  a 
prisoner  from  Casarea  to  Rome,  he  was  in  the  same 
ship  with  him,  ajpd  stayed  with  him  at  Rome  during 
the  whole'time  of  his  two  years  imprisonment  there. 
Some  learned  men  have  supposed,  that  Lukewas  a Sij- 
rian,  and  a Slave,  cither  at  Rome  or  in  Greece ; and 
that  having  obtained  his  freedom,  he  returned  to  An- 
itoch,  where  he  became,  first  a Jewish  Proselyte,  and 
then  a Christian.  Others  have  supposed  that  he  was 
a Painter,  and  many  pictures  in  Catholic  Countries  are 
exhibited  as  his.  But  Lardner,  who  has  examined 

X 

.in  an  oblique  manner ; nor  does  he  indeed  throughout  the 
whole  hTstory  once  mention  his  own  name,  or  relate  any  one 
thing  which  he  said  or  did  for  the  service  of  Christianity  : 
though  Paul  speaks  of  him  in  the  most  honourable  teims,  Col. 
IV.  14.  2 Tim.  rv.  n . and  probably  2 Cor.  viii.  1 8.  as  the  Bro~ 
ther,  vLose  praise  in  the  Gospel  went  through  all  the 
Churches.” 
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all  these  opinions,  thinks  them  destitute  of  satisfac- 
tory proof ; and  that  Luke  was  a Jenv  by  birth,  or  at 
least  by  firofession;  and  the  beloved phys’ic'nn*’ vnen- 
tioned  by  Paul,  Coloss.  iv.  14.  He  wrote  the  Acts, 
or  Actions  of  the  Apostles,  and  his  Gospel.  The 
former  was  written  in  63  or  64,  and  the  latter,  as  is 
generally  allowed,  soon  after.  Cave  says,  Luke  lived 
a single  life,  and  died  in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  his 
age,  about  a.  d.  70 ; but  of  what  death  is  uncerte.in.” 
It  is  generally  supposed  he  did  not  die  a martyr. 

25. — Crispin  and  Crispianvs^  two  legendary  Saints, 
whose  festival  is  on  this  day.  According  to  the  le- 
gend, they  were  brethren  at  Rome,  from  whence  they 
went  to  Soissons,  in  France,  about  the  year  30.'?,  to 
propagate  Christianity  ; and  because  they  would  not 
be  chargeable  to  others,  they  exercised  the  trade  of 
Shoemakers.  But  the  governor  of  the  town  discover- 
ins:  them  to  be  Christians,  ordered  them  to  be  be- 
headed.  The  Shoemakers  from  that  time  have  made 
choice  of  them  for  their  tutelary  Saints. 

28. — St.  Simon  and  St.  Jude.  Simon  is  called 
the  Canaanlte,  either  from  Cana,  the  place  of  his 
birth,  or  from  his  being  of  a hot  and  sprightly  temper. 
Fie  continued  with  the  other  Aposties  and  Disciples, 
at  Jci  iifalem,  till  after  the  desce  nt  of  the  Spirit,  and 
is  thought  to  have  preached  the  Gospel  in  Egypt, 
Cy  icne,  and  even  in  *Britain,  where  he  was  put  to 

* Bishop  Newton  on  the  Prophecies,  vol.  ii.  p.  23-?,  says. 
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deatii.  But  the  historical  evidence  for  these  things  is 
so  slioht,  as  to  doseiTe  little  credit. 

Jude,  who  is  also  called  Judas*  Thaddaus,  and 
Lebbeusy  was  related  to  our  Loixi,  being  brother  to 
James  and  is  styled,  Matt.  xui.  55,  brother  toCHRisT. 
But  in  what  sense  he  was  so,  has  been  much  dis- 
puted. Jerome,  and  Augustine,  as  well  as  several 
modern  writers,  thought  he  was  the  son  of  Mary,  sis- 
ter to  our  Lord’s  mother,  mentioned  in  John  xix.  25. 
And  I believe  the  Jews  used  the  word  brethren  in  a 
much  greater  latitude  than  w'e  do,  extending  it  even 
to  cousins.  On  the  other  hand,  Valesius,  Vossius, 
Cave,  &c.  think  he  was  the  son  of  Joseph  by  another 
wife  ; and  this  opinion  Lardner  seems  to  have  em- 
traced.  We  have  no  account  of  Jude’s  call  to  the 
Apostleship,  nor  is  there  any  thing  said  of  him  par- 
ticularly in  the  Gospels,  except  in  John  xiv.  21.  23, 
•or  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  Nor  have  we  any 
account  of  his  travels  which  can  be  relied  upon.  Some 
have  said  that  he  preached  in  Arabia,  Syria,  Persia, 

“ There  is  some  probability  that  the  Gospel  was  preached  here 
[in  Britain]  by  St.  Simo7i  the  Apostle  ; there  is  much  greater 
probability  that  it  was  preached  here  by  St.  Paul ; and  there 
is  ABSOLUTE  CERTAINTY  that  Christianity  W3S  planted  in  this 
Country  in  the  days  of  the  apostles,  before  the  de- 

•STRUCTION  OF  JERUSALEM.” 

* The  traitor  is  always  called  JrrdaF  Iscariot ; or  has  some 
epithet  to  distinguish  him  from  this  faithful  Apostle. 
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&c.  and  that  he  suffered  martyrdom  in  this  last  men* 
tioned  country  ; but  of  these  things  there  remain* 
not  any  credible  history.  He  was  the  author  of  the 
Catholic  Epistle  which  bears  the  name  of  Jude, 
‘Lardner  thinks  it  was  written  about  the  year  65. 
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NOVEMBER  is  fermed  of  these  words,  novtm 
ah  inibre,  because  it  is  the  ninth  month  from  Winter^ 
according  to  the  Calendar  of  Romulus,  though  the 
eleventh,  according  to  the  common  reckoning.  Corn- 
modus  attempted  in  vain  to  change  its  name,  as  well  as 
that  of  Dscemher.  On  the  22d  of  this  month  the 
Sun  enters  Sagittarius. 

November,  is  generally  said  to  be  the  most 
gloomy  month  in  the  year  j and  a month  in  which, 
at  least  in  this  Country,  there  is  an  unusual  prevalence 
to  Suicide.  However  this  be  with  respect  to  indivi- 
duals, sure  I am,  that  as  a Nation,  we  ought  to 
esteem  it  one  of  the  most  auspicious  months  in  the 
year.  I refer  to  the  great  deliverance  wrought  out 
for  us  by  Divine  Providence  in  the  discovery  of  the 
Gunpowder  Plot  ; and  the  landing  of  the  illus- 
trious Prince  of  Orange,  afterwards  William  III. 
by  whom  we  were  rescued  from  Popery  and  arbitrary 
power.  Both  these  great  events  took  place  on  the 
fifth  day  of  the  month. 
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1. — All  Saints,  called  also  All-hallow.  In 
the  very  ancient  book  I have  repeatedly  mentioned, 
there  is  given  the  Hystorye  of  al  haloiuen  ; and  it  is 
said,  the  feeste  of  all  the  Sayntes  was  estallysshed  for 
foure  causes — for  the  d-^dycacion  of  the  Temple — sup- 
plement of  offences  done — to  take  away  neclygetjce—and 
to  gete  more  lyghtly  that  thyng  wliiche  we  praye  for. 
But  as  the  festival  seems  now  to  have  respect  to  only 
the  second  of  these,  I shall  give  the  explanation  from 
the  aforesaid  source.  Secondeley  it  is  ordeyncd for  the 
supplement  of  thynges  offendyd  and  trespaced ; that  is  to 
saye,  for  to  accomptysshe  such  as  we  have  overpassed. 
For  we  have  lefte  and  overpassed  many  Sayntes,  of 
whom  we  have  made  no  feste  ; ne  may  not  halowe  the 
feste  of  every  Saynte  by  hym  self,  as  wel  for  the  grcte 
multitude,  whiche  ben  Infynyte,  as  for  our  Infyrmyte. 
For  we  ben  feeble  and  weekye  and  may  not  sujfyse  for  the 
shortnesse  of  tyme.  And  as  Saynt  Jerome  saith,  in  a ^ 
jiystle  whiche  is  in  the  begynnynge  of  his  Kalender,  then 
is  no  daye,  except  the  fyrst  day  of  Janyuer,  but  that 
there  may  b\  foundth  every  day  mo  than  fyve  theu- 
shnd  marlirs.  And  therefore  by  cause  we  maye  not  syn- 
gulerly  make  feeste  of  every  Saynt,  Saynt  Gregory  the 
Pope  hath  ordeyncd  and  established  that  we  shall  on  one 
DAYE  honour  them  generally  and  to  gydre.  But  leav- 
ihg  the  Ancients,  let  me  relate  from  Mr.  Brand, 
some  modern  customs  practised  on  All-}i allow 
Even.  “ On  this  night  young  people  in  the  North 
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tfive  for  apples,  catch  at  tltem  when  stuck  on  at  one 
end  of  a kind  of  hanging  beam,  at  the  other  extre- 
mity of  which  is  fixed  a lighted  candle,  and  that  with 
their  mouths  only,  having  their  hands  tied  behind  theii 
backs  ; with  many  other  fooleries.  Nuts  and  apples 
chiefly  compose  the  entertainment,  and  from  the  custom 
of fiinging  the  former  into  the  fre,  it  has  doubtless  had 
its  vulgar  name  of  Nul-crack-NightJ’^  Mr.  Brand 
mentions  many  other  customs  practised  on  this  night ; 
and  most  of  them  by  females^  in  order  to  discover 
something-  relating  to  the  persons  who  are  to  be  their 
future  husbands.  In  some  parts  of  Scotland,  the  even 
of  the  first  of  November  is  considered  “ as  a kind  of 
EIar\'est-Home- Rejoicing,  and  Hallow-Eve-Fires  are 
kindled  on  some  rising  ground.^’ 

2. — All  Souls.  From  all  and  souls.  A festival  in- 
stituted in  the  ix.  Century,  by  Odilon,  Abbot  of 
Cluny,  to  make  intercession  for  the  souls  of  all  the 
faithful  deceased.  The  memorise  of  the  cleliartyrye  of  al 
Crrjsten  souks  is  stahlysshed  to  he  solemynised  in  the 
Churche  on  this  day,  to  thende  that  they  may  have  gene- 
rail  atfde  and  comforte,  <ivhere  as  they  may  have  non 
sjiecyalle.  And  Peter  Damyenr  salth,  that  in  Cecylly 
in  the  yle  of  Wulcan,  Stiynt  Odylle  herd  the  voyces  and 
the  howlynges  of  deuyls  nvhiche  complayned  strongly  by 
cause  that  the  sotvles  of  them  that  were  deed,  were  ta- 
ken aweye  fro  their  handcs,  by  almesses  and  by  prayers. 
And  therfor  he  ordeygned  that  the  feste  and  remembrance 

F.  3. 
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cj  them  that  len  departed  oute  of  this  •world,  shold  be 
made  and  holden  in  al  monasteyeryes,  the  day  after  the 
feste  of  al  holowen  ; the  •wliiche  thyng  >was  approyd 
after  of  al  holy  Chirche.  LAves  of  the  Saints,  Folio, 
348.  There  is  a College  in  Oxford  called  All- 
Souls,  or  as  it  is  styled  in  the  Charter,  The  College 
of  the  Souls  of  all  faithful  people  deceased  in  Oxford. 
This  College  was  founded  by  Henry  Chichely,  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  in  1437.  The  founder,  in 
his  Statutes,  gives  the  preference  in  elections  to  those 
candidates  who  shall  prove  themselves  to  be  of  his 
blood  and  kindred.  These  have  so  multiplied,  that 
it  is  probable  the  Society  will  shortly  be  filled  by  his 
Q>wn  relations.  By  the  pedigree  of  the  family,  pub- 
lished in  1765,  and  the  supplement,  which  came  out  in 
1775,  it  appears,  that  upwards  of  120  families  of  the 
English  Peerage,  between  50  and  60  of  the  Scotch  and 
Irish,  and  more  than  130  of  the  English  Baronetage, 
with  many  hundreds  of  the  gentry  and  commonalty  of 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  may  now  derive 
themselves  from  the  same  stock,  from  the  founder  of 
All  Souls,  viz.  [and]  from  his  father  Thomas  Chi- 
thely,  of  Higham  Ferrers,  in  Northamptonshire. 

5. — Tliis  is  an  auspicious  day  in  the  English  His- 
tory ; a day  in  which  the  nation  was  delivered  from 
Popery  and  arbitraiy  power  by  the  illustrious  Prince  of 
Orange.  When  the  fleet  left  Holland,  Nov.  1,  16S8, 
the  Prince  was  in  the  midst  of  it,  carrv'ing  a flag  with 
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English  Colours,  and  their  Highnesses’  arms,  sur- 
rounded with  this  motto,  the  Protestant  reli- 
gion, AND  THE  LIBERTIES  OF  ENGLAND.  And  un- 
derneath, the  motto  of  the  House  of  Nassau,  ’Je 

MAINTAINDERA,  that  is,  I WILL  MAINTAIN.  “ On 

the  third,”  says  Burnet  who  was  in  the  fleet,  « we 
passed  betwen  Hover  and  Calais,  and  before  night, 
saw  the  Isle  of  Wight.  The  next  day,  the  fourth, 
being  the  day  on  which  the  Prince  was  both  born  and 
married,  he  fancied  if  he  could  land  that  day,  it 
would  look  auspicious  to  the  army,  and  animate  the 
soldiers.  But  others  who  considered  the  day  follow- 
ing was  Gunpowder  Treason  Day,  thought  our  land- 
ing that  day  might  have  a good  effect  on  tl\e  minds 
of  the  English  nation.  And  Divine  Providence  so 
ordered  it,  that  after  all  hopes  of  our  landing  at  Tor- 
bay  were  given  up,  and  Russel  bid  me^o  to  my  pray- 
ers, for  all  luas  lost ; the  wind  suddenly  shifted,  and 
carried  us  into  the  desired  haven.  Here  the  Prince, 
Marshal  Schomberg,  and  the  foot  soldiers  landed  on 
November  tne  fifth.*  I never  found  a disposition  to 

• The  Almanack-makers  say,  King  William  landed  on  the 
fourth  of  November ; but  Dr.  (afterwards  Bishop,)  Burnet, 
who  was  with  the  Frince,  says  it  was  \.ht  fifth.  Perhaps  the 
fourth  was  originally  substituted  by  somebody  concerned  in  a 
public  office,  and  desirous  to  have  another  holiday.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  November  the  fourth  is  a holiday  ; and  as  the 
•rror  is  a very  innocent  one,  it  is  not  likely  to  be  corrected. 
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superstition  in  my  temper,  yet  I must  confess  thijj 
strange  ordering  of  the  winds  and  seasons,  just  to 
change  as  our  affairs  required  it,  could  not  but  make 
deep  impressions  on  me.  Those  famous  verses  of 
Claudian  seemed  to  be  more  applicable  to  the  Prince^ 
tiian  to  him  they  were  made  on. 

O nimium  delecte  Deo,  cui  mllitat  aether, 

Et  conjurati  veniunt  ad  classica  venti !” 

“ Heaven’s  favourite,  for  whom  the  skies  do 
fight. 

And  all  tire  winds  conspire  to  guide  thee 
right. 

As  the  Prince  proceeded  he  met  with  great  encou- 
ragement ; the  King  fled,  but  was  brought  back. 
The  Prince  was  invited  to  London,  and  when  he 
got  there,  was  welcomed  by  all  sorts  of  people.  The 
King  went  to  Rochester,  and  soon  after  to  France  ; 
upon  which  the  Convention  met,  to  settle  the  affairs 
of  the  nation.  After  many  debates  and  conferences, 
the  throne  was  declared  vacant  ; and  tlic  Prince  and 
Princess  of  Orange  invited  to  fill  it  as  conjunct  Sove» 
reigns,  under  the  names  of  William  and  Mary. 
But,  for  preventing  any  distractions,  the  administra- 
tion was  to  be  singly  in  the  Prince.  Thus  this  great 
Revolution  was  happily  completed;  and,  owing  to 
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IT,  the  Throne  is  now  filled  by  our  present  Sove- 
reign^ George  III. 

5. — This  day  is  commpnly  called*  Gun-powder 
Treason,  and  has  been  kept  as  an  anniversary  com- 
memoration of  our  great  deliverance,  ever  since  the 
year  1605,  when  the  horrid  plot  was  discovered,  the 
night  before  it  was  to  have  been  put  in  execution. 
The  design  was  to  blow  up  the  King,  James  I. 
THj  Prince  of  Wales,  * and  all  the  Lords 
AND  Commons  assembled  in  Parliament.  For 
this  purpose,  a large  cellar  was  hired  under  the  House 
of  Lords,  in  which  were  put  thirty-six  barrels  of  gun- 
fiowder,  covered  with  wood,  coals,  &c.  The  dis- 
covery was,  in  a great  degree,  owing  to  the  sagacity 
of  the  King.  One  of  the  conspirators  being  desirous 
of  saving  Lord  Monteagle,  sent,  or  left,  an  anony- 
mous letter  at  his  house,  ten  days  before  the  Parlia- 
ment met  ; in  which  was  this  expression,  the  danger  is 
fasty  so  soon  as  you  have  burnt  the  letter.  This  made 
the  Earl  of  Salisbury  say,  it  was  written  by  some 
fool  or  madman  ; but  the  King  explained  the  words 

*■  The  Duke  of  York,  the  King's  second  son,  was  to  be  as- 
sassinated in  the  Prilacc,  by  Veraj  ; and  the  Princess  Elizabeth,, 
his  sister,  who  was  in  Warwickshire,  v;as  to  be  secured,  and' 
proclaimed  Queen.  To  complete  their  wickedness,  the  wretches 
resolved  to  spread  a report,  after  the  blow  was  given,  that  the 
Puritans  were  the  authors  of  it. 
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otherwise  ; and  said,  so  soon  as  you  have  burnt  the 

letter^  was  to  be  interpreted,  in  as  short  a space  as 

you  shall  take  to  barn  the  letter.  Then,  comparing 

this  sentence  with  the  foregoing.  That  they  should  re- 

\ 

ce'ive  a terrible  blonvy  this  Parliament^  and  yet  should 
not  see  nvho  hurt  them,  he  concluded  that  some  sud- 
den blow  was  preparing  by  means  of  Gun-fionvder. 

Tills  interpretation  being  deemed  very  plausible,  all 
the  rooms  and  cellars  under  the  Parliament  House 
were  searched ; but  us  notliing  was  discovered,  it  was 

resolved  on  the  fourth  of  November,  at  midnight,  the 
day  before  the  Parliament  met,  to  search  under  the 
wood,  in  a cellar  hired  by  Mr.  Percy,  a Papist.  Ac- 
cordingly Sir  'I  homas  Knevet,  going  about  that  time, 
found  at  the  door,  a man  in  a cloak  and  boots,  whom 
he  apprehended.  This  was  Guy  Fawkes,  who  pas- 
sed for  Percy’s  servant.  Then  removing  the  wood, 
&c.  they  discovered  thirty-six  barrels  of  gun^powder. 
After  this,  Guy  Fawkes  being  searched,  there  were 
found  upon  him,  a d irk  lanthorn,  a tinder-box,  and 
three  matches.  The  villain,  instead  of  being  dismayed, 
boldly  told  them,  if  he  had  been  taken  within  the  cel- 
lar, he  would  have  blown  up  himself  and  them  toge- 
ther. On  his  examination,  he  confessed  the  design 
was  to  blow  up  the  King  and'  Parliament,  and  ex- 
pressed great  sorrovf  that  it  was  not  done,  saying,  it 
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was  the  Devil  and  not  God  that  was  the  disco- 
verer. The  number  of  acting  men  in  this  diabolical 
business  was  about  thirteen,  all  Roman  Catliolics,  and 
the  design  was  to  restore  ■ the  Catholic  Religion  in 
England.  “ Guy  Fawkes  and  his  associates  assem- 
bled, and  concerted  the  plot  at  the  old  King’s  Head 
Tavern,  Leadenhall  Street.  Part  of  this  house  yet  re- 
mains, and  is  said  to  be  the  oldest  building  in  Lon- 
don, having  escaped  the  dreadful  conflagrations  that 
have  happened.  It  has  lately  been  new  fronted,  and 
Is  occupied  by  Mr.  Barrow,  biscuit-baker.”  Butler's 
Arithmetical  Qiiestions^  pa.  40.  1 wo  of  the  conspira- 

tors were  killed,  in  endeavouring  to  avoid  apprehen- 
sion, and  eight  were  executed.  Two  Jesuits,  Old- 
corn  and  Garnet,  also  suffered  death  ; the  former  for 
saying,  “ The  ill  success  of  the  conspiracy  did  not 
render  it  the  less  just;”  the  latter  for  being  privy  to  the 
conspiracy  and  not  revealing  It.  The  Jesuits  have  ho- 
noured their  brethren  with  the  title  of  martyrs.  Dr. 
Watts,  in  his  Lyric  Poems,  has  a hymn  of  praise  for 
three  great  salvations  : — 

1.  From  the  Spanish  Invasion,  1588. 

2.  From  the  Gunpowder  Plot,  Nov.  5,  1605. 

3.  From  Popery  and  Slaveiy,  by  King  William 
«f  glorious  memory,  who  landed  Nov.  5,  1688. 
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Gtiy  Fawkes  is  generally  burned  in  elEgy  on  the 
Evening  of  this  day. 

6.  Leonard  was  born  in  France,  and  instructed  in 
divinity  under  Remigius,  Bishop  of  Rheims.  He  ob- 
tained of  King  Clodovens  a favour,  that  all  prisoners 
whom  he  went  to  see,  should  be  set  free.  And  there- 
fore, whenever  he  heard  of  any  persons  being  prisoners 
ibr  the  sake  of  religion,  or  any  other  good  cause,  he 
procured  their  liberty.  He  died  in  the  year  500, 
and  has  always  been  implored  by  prisoners  as  their 
Saint.  If  it  were  at  all  allowable  for  prisoners  to 
implore  the  aid  of  a depai'ted  saint,  there  could  not 
be  a moment  s hesitation  to  whom  they  should  be  now 
directed  to  apply  for  liberty — HOWARD,  SAINT 
HOWARD,  would  reverberate  from  every  place  of 
confinement,  from  every  cell  and  dungeon  in  this  king- 
dom, as  well  as  in  others  which  were  visited  by  that 
GREAT  PKILAKTHROPIST.  The  eloquent  Mr.  Burke, 
speaking  of  this  illustrious  man,  says,  “ he  visited  all 
Europe.,  not  to  survey  the  sumptuousness  of  palaces, 
or  the  stateliness  of  temples  ; not  to  form  a scale  of 
the  curiosity  of  modern  ai  t ; not  to  collect  medals, 
or  to  collate  Manuscripts  : but  to  dive  into  the  depths 
of  dungeons ; to  plunge  into  the  infection  of  hospi- 
tals ; to  survey  the  mansions  of  sorrow  and  pain  ; to 
take  the  gage  and  dimensions  of  misery,  depression, 
and  contempt ; to  remember  the  forgotten,  to  attend 
to  the  neglected,  to  visit  the  forsaken,  and  to  com- 
pare and  collate  tlie  distresses  of  all  men  in  all 
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COUNTRIES.”  Burke’s  Speech  at  Bristol,  in  1780, 
p.  25. 

9. — Is  called  at  London,  Lord  Mayor* s Day^  be- 
cause the  Lord  Mayor  Elect  enters  upon  his  Office. 
His  Lordship,  attended  by  the  Sheriffs,  and  the  dif- 
ferent companies,  parades  though  the  city  to  Oueen- 
hithe,  where  they  take  water,  and  land  at  Parliament 
Stairs,  Westminster.  After  being  sworn  in  at  the 
Exchequer,  his  Lordship  pays  his  respects  to  the 
other  Courts  of  Law,  and  then  the  whole  company 
return  by  water  to  Blackfriars  Bridge.  Here  they 
land,  and  go  to  the  Mansion-House  in  carriages. 
The  show  on  the  water  is  reckoned  very  fine.  There 
is  a custom  of  having  in  the  cavalcade,  a man  in  com- 
plete armour,  who  excites  a great  deal  of  notice. 
There  is  a grand  dinner  at  the  Mansion-House,  to 
which  the  Foreign  Ministers,  the  Great  Officers  of 
State,  and  other  distinguished  Characters  are  usually 
invited.  To  the  dinner  succeeds  a ball.  York  is  the 
only  place  in  England,  besides  London,  where  the 
Mayor  has  the  title  of  Lord. 

11. — St.  Martin  lived  in  the  iv.  century,  and  was 
Bishop  of  Tours,  in  France.  Lardncr  calls  him, 
“ a wise  and  good  man.”  He  was  several  times  at 
the  Court  of  Maximus,  and  exerted  himself  in  fa- 
vour of  the  PristiUianists. 

This  day  is  called  Martinmas  day.  “ Martin  and 
mass,”  says  Dr.  Johnson,  “ the  feast  of  St.  3Iarlin; 


134. 


NOVEMBER. 


commonly  corrupted  to  Martelmass  or  Martlemass.^^ 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Brand,  of  Newcastle,  quotes  from  an 
ancient  Calendar  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  in  his  pos- 
session, the  subsequent  observations  on  this  day.  “ The 
Martinalia,  a genial  feast.  Wines  are  tasted  of  and 
drawn  from  the  lees.  The  Viaaliat  a feast  of  the  an- 
cients removed  to  this  day.  Bacchus  in  the  figure  of 
Martin.”  For  the  translation  of  St.  Martin^  see 
July  4th. 

13. — Britius,  or  Brice,  was  born  at  Tours,  in  the 
IV.  century,  and  was  a Monk  under  St.  Martin.  He 
was  idle  and  proud;  but  his  character  undergoing  a 
material  change,  he  succeeded  Martin  In  the  Bishop- 
ric of  Tours.  On  account  of  slanderous  reports  he 
was  driven  from  his  Bishopric,  and  lived  at  Rome  ; 
but  after  seven  years  suit  he  was  restored  to  his  dig- 
nity, and  continued  in  it  till  his  death,  in  444.  He 
was  particularly  venerated  in  France  and  England. 

15. — Machutus,  otherwise  Maclovius,  was  Bishop 
of  St  Maloes  in  France,  which  took  its  name  from 
him.  He  flourished  about  the  year  500. 

17. — Hugh,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  was  born  In  Bur- 
gundy. He  was  first  a regular  Canon,  and  after- 
wards a Carthusian  'Monk.  Being  famous  for  absti- 
nence and  austerity  of  life,  Henry  II.  having  built  a 
house  for  Carthusian  Monks  in  Somersetshire,  invited 
Hugh  to  be  Prior.  This  he  accepted,  and  was  after- 
wards made  Bishop  of  Lincoln.  He  fell  sick  of  a 
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Quartan  Ague,  at  London,  and  died  there,  Nov. 
17th,  1200.  John,  King  of  England,  and  William, 
King  of  Scotland,  being  at  Lincoln  when  the  body 
was  brought  there,  the  two  Kings,  out  of  repectto  h:s 
sanctity,  assisted  by  some  of  their  Lords,  took  him 
upon  their  shoulders,  and  carried  him  to  the  Cathe- 
dral. He  was  canonized  in  1220. 

20. — Edmund,  King,  and  Martyr,  Edmund  was 
King  of  East  Anglia,  a distdct  in  England.  This  dis- 
trict, or  kingdom,  as  it  was  then  called,  took  its  name 
from  a people  called  the  Angles,  who  landed  on  the 
Eastern  coasts  of  Britain,  under  twelve  Chiefs,  the  sur- 
vivor of  whom,  UJfa,  assumed  the  title  of  King  of  the 
'East  Angles.  This  kingdom  contained  Norfolk,  and 
Suffolk,  with  part  of  Cambridgeshire.  The  chief  towns 
\/ere  Norwich,  Thetford,  Ey,  and  Cambridge.  In 
867,  the  Danes  landed  in  East  Anglia,  and  after  ra- 
vaging  different  parts  of  the  island,  and  continuing  some 
time  in  Northumberland,  returned  into  East  Anglia, 
committing,  in  their  rout,  the  most  horrid  barbarities* 
Edmund  the  King  opposed  them  j but  his  army  was 
defeated  at  Thetford,  and  the  King  being  taken  pri- 
sonei',  fell  a miserable  victim  to  their  barbarity  ; for 
they  tied  him  to  a tree,  as  a butt,  or  mark,  and  then 
shot  him  to  death  with  arrows.  This  cruel  death,  by 
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persons  called  barbarians,,  obtained  for  him,  as  I sup- 
pose, cononizatlom  The  place  where  Edmund  was 
interred  had  the  name  of  St.  Edmund’s  Buryj  but 
is  now  generally  called  Canute  the  Great  built 
a stately  church  over  his  grave,  and  greatly  enlarged 
the  town.  He  also  enlarged  the  Monastery  of  Brea- 
discworthy  and  augmenting  the  revenues,  this  religious 
house  became  one  of  the  finest  and  richest  in  tlie  king- 
dom. The  gifts  presented  at  St.  Edmund’s  tomb,, 
were  of  immense  value  ; and  at  the  dissolution  of  the 
monasteries,  the  revenues  amounted  to  15601.  a year ; 
a veiy  large  sum  indeed  in  those  days.  Leland,  who 
saw  the  town  and  monastery  in  their  splendour,  gives 
a most  magnificent  description  of  them  ; but  as  it  is 
too  long  for  me  to  insert  "here,  I refer  the  reader  to 
Rapin’s  Hist,  of  England,  vol.  I.  p,  126,  note  (6) 
or  to  Camden’s  Britannia,  under  Suffolk. 

22. — St.  CeciUoy  tke  patroness  of  Alusicy  has  been 
honoured  as  a martyr  ever  since  the  v.  century. 
She  was  a Roman  lady,  born  of  noble  parents,  and 
refusing  to  sacrifice  to  the  idols,  should  have  been 
carried  to  the  judge  to  receive  condemnation.  But 
ilie  Serjeants  and  officers  beholding  her  beauty  and 
prudent  behaviour,  intreated  her  to  favour  herself.. 
Eler  replies  so  affected  them,  that  they  began  to  yield 
to  that  religion  they  had  persecuted,  l^pon  which, 
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she  tleslred  to  go  home,  and  sending  for  the  BIsho|), 
he  so  grounded  and  established  them  in  tlie  faith  of 
Christ,  that  about  400  persons  believed  and  were  bap- 
tised. Cecilia  was  afterwards  brought  to  the  judg® 
and  condemned  ; then  being  inclosed  in  a hot  bath  for 
hours,  and  remaining  alive,  she  was  beheaded. 
Rafihael  has  painted  her  singing,  with  a regal  in  her 
hands.  Dryden’s  Ode  on  St.  Cecilials  dat/f  is  esteem- 
ed one  of  his  finest  poems. 

23.  Clement,  Bishop  of  Rome.  Tlic  first  time  we 
hear  of  this  excellent  man  is  in  Phil.  iv.  3.  where  the 
Apostle  Paul  mentions  him,  not  only  as  his  fellow  la- 
bourer In  the  work  of  the  Gospel,  but  as  one  whose 
name  was  written  in  the  book  of  life . e know  no- 
thing certain  of  him  before  he  became  a Christian  ; nor 
how  he  spent  the  first  part  of  his  life  after  his  conver- 
sion ; but  Dr.  Wake  says,  that  « whatever  he  was 
or  wherever  he  laboured  before,  in  this  I think  anti- 
quity is  absolutely  agreed,  that  he  came  to  be  Bishop 
of  Rome,  and  was  placed  in  that  see  by  the  express 
direction  of  one,  or  both  the  Apostles,  S.  Peter  and 
S.  Paul.”  Lardner  also  gives  quotations  at  large  from 
Irenaeus  and  Eusebius,  to  shew  that  he  was  Bisliop* 

% 

• Dr.  I ardner  is  of  opinion,  that  there  we  re  only  two  dis- 
tinct offices  in  the  hist  Qiurches  ^ Bishops,  or  Elders,  or 
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of  Rome,  and  the  third  Bishop  from  the  Apostle®» 
Linus,  of  whom  Paul  speaks,  2 Tim.  iv.  21,  they 
make  the  first,  Analectus  the  second,  and  Clement 
the  third.  His  first  Epistle  only,  is  esteemed  by 
Lardner,  genuine,  who  obseiwes,  “ It  is  called  at 
one  time,  the  Epistle  of  Clement,  and  at  another  the 
Epistle  of  the  Romans  to  the  Corinthians.”  The 
time  of  his  writing  this  Epistle  has  been  much  con- 
troverted ; perhaps  the  most  probable  time  is  the 
year  96,  about  three  years  after  he  became  Bishop. 
Clement  is  often  called  a martyr ; but  there  is  no 
certain  evidence  that  he  was  one.  It  is  probable 
he  has  been  confounded  with  Flavius  Clemens^ 
the  Consuly  who  was  nearly  related  to  Domitian, 
and  was  put  to  death  by  that  tyrant  for  Chris- 
tianity. 

25. — Catherine,  Virgin  and  Martyr.  Although 
Geddes  doubts  there  ever  having  been  such  a person 
as  St,  Catherine,  yet  Fox  allows  the  reality  of  her 
existence,  and  expresses  his  belief  that  “ In  her  life 
was  great  holiness,  and  in  her  death  constancy.” 
After  she  had  been  racked  and  tortured  with  the  four 
^haip  cutting  whee  Is,  shewas  beheaded  about  310. 

Pastors,  or  Teacher*  and  Deacons.  Credililify,  Pari  11. 
InlroductioH. 
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I suppose  the  Calherhie  Wheel  took  its  name  from  the 
instruments  of  her  torture.  That  Amazon,  Joan 
d’Arc,  or  the  Maid  of  Orleans,  demanded  after  she 
had  conversed  with  Charles  VII.  King  of  France,  a 
ccitain  sword  from  the  tomb  of  a Knight  buried  in 
the  Church  of  St.  Catherine  de  Firebois. 

There  was  another  St.  Catherine^  a Nun  of  the 
third  order  of  St.  Dominic ; and  there  are  several 
printed  letters  attributed  to  her,  with  some  small  de- 
votional treatises.  She  died  in  13S0,  and  was  ca- 
nonized by  Pius  II.  in  1461.  ; 

30. — St.  Andrew,  having  followed  Christ  him- 
self, found  his  brother  Peter,  and  brought  him  to 
our  Saviour.  He  was  called  to  the  Apostleship  just 
after  the  miraculous  draught  of  fishes.  It  has  been 
said  that  the  Apostles  determined  by  lot  what  parts  of 
the  world  each  should  take,  and  that  St.  Andrew  had 
Scythia  and  the  neighbouring  provinces  allotted  him. 
Nelson  adds,  “ that  after  he  had  planted  the  Gospel 
in  several  places,  he  came  to  Patrte,  in  Achaia,  and 
endeavouring  to  convert  yEgeas,  the  Proconsul,  and  to 
preserve  his  new  converts  from  Apostacy,  the  Go- 
vernor was  so  enraged  against  him,  that  he  com- 
manded him  to  be  scourged,  and  then  crucified  ; and 
that  his  death  might  be  the  more  lingering,  he  was 
fastened  to  tlie  cross  with  cords.  It  is  said  he  lived 
two  days  in  that  situation,  teaching  and  instructing 
the  people  all  the  time. 
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DECEMBER,  an  abridgment  of  o5  itnlr/, 
the  tenth  month  from  the  Snows.  The  year  was 
reckoned  before  Romulus,  by  the  time  of  the  Snows, 
and  by  that  after  the  Snows.  - 

In  our  year,  December  is  the  last  month.  The 
Sun  enters  the  tropic  of  Cafiricorn  on  the  21st,  and 
forms  the  Winter  Solstice. 

2. — Advent  Sunday.  Advent,  in  the  Calendar, 
properly  signifies,  the  approach  of  the  feast  of  the 
Nativity.  It  includes  four  Sundays ; the  first  of 
which  is  always  the  nearest  Sunday  to  St.  Andrew, 
whether  before  or  after.  This  season  was  appointed 
, to  prepare  the  mind  by  propel  meditations,  for  a due 
commemoration  of  the  first  Advent  or  coming  of 
Christ  in  the  flesh.  During  Advent,  and  to  the  end 
of  the  Octaves  of  Epiphany,  marriage  is  forbidden 
without  a special  licence.  Advent,  in  its  infancy, 
was  instituted  by  the  Council  of  Tours  in  tlie  vi. 
century. 
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(3. Nicolas,  was  remarkable  in  his  infancy  for  piety 

and  the  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures.  He  was  made 
bishop  of  Myra  in  Lycia,  by  Constantine  the  Great, 
and  was  present  in  the  Council  of  Nice,  where  it  is 
said,  he  gave  Arius  a box  on  the  ear. 

8. — Conception  of  the  Virgin  Mary  ; “ a feast  in  ho- 
nour of  the  immaculate  conception  of  the  Virgin 
Mary  ; or  her  having  been  born  without  original  sin. 
It  was  instituted  by  Anselm,  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
buiy,  upon  William  the  Conqueror’s  fleet  being  in  a 
storm,  and  afterwards  coming  safe  to  shore.  But 
the  Council  of  Oxford,  held  in  1222,  left  people  at 
liberty  whether  they  would  obsen  e it  or  not.  Peter 
Lombard  first  started  the  question  of  the  immaculate 
conception  in  1160.” 

1 3. Lucy,  WQS  a young  lady  of  Syracuse,  w'ho 

preferring  a religious  single  life  to  marriage,  gave 
away  all  her  fortune  to  the  poor.  She  was  accused  to 
Peschasius,  the  heathen  judge,  for  professing  Chris- 
tianity, by  whose  officers  she  was  soon  after  baiba- 
rously  murdered. 

16. — 0 Saplentla  : This  day  is  so  called  from  the 
beginning  of  an  Anthem  in  the  service  of  the  Latin 
Church,  which  used  to  be  sung  for  the  honour  oi 
Christ’s  Advent,  from  this  day  till  Christmas  Eve. 

21 St.  Thomas  Apostle.  The  Scripture  is 
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silent  respecting  the  “ country  or  kindred”  of  St. 
Thomas,  as  well  as  the  time  of  his  being  called  to  the 
Apostleship.  He  appears  to  have  been  a man  of  a 
warm,  affectionate,  and  resolute  spirit ; for  upon  an 
occasion  of  great  danger  to  his  Master’s  person,  he 
said  to  his  fellow  Disciples,  “ let  us  also  go  that  we 
may  die  with  him.”  But  Thomas  gave  a remarkable 
proof  of  his  incredulity  in  refusing  to  believe  his  Lord 
was  risen  from  the  dead,  unless  he  should  see  in  his 
hands  the  print  of  the  nails,  and  thrust  his  hand  into 
his  side.  This  incredulity  was  soon  cured  by  his  Loi  d 
giving  him  an  opportunity  of  satisfying  himself  in  the 
way  he  desired. 

Nelson  says  from  Eusebius^  that  the  province  allot- 
ted Thomas,  for  the  exercise  of  his  Apostolical  office, 
was  Parlhia,  that  he  published  the  glad  tidings  of 
Salvation  to  the  Medes,  Persians,  Carmentans,  &,c.  &c. 
It  is  supposed  he  preaclied  and  made  converts  in  the 
Indies  also,  for  the  Christians  in  one  part  of  that 
country,  are  called  the  Christians  of  St.  Thomas. 
Tradition  adds,  that  having  converted  many  in  India, 
and  among  the  rest,  the  prince  of  the  country,  the 
Bramns  conspired  his  death  ; and  one  day  when  he 
was  retired  without  the  City  of  Malopar  for  private 
devotion,  they  assaulted  him  with  armed  men,  first 
loading  him  with  darts  and  stones,  and  then  one  run 
him  through  with  a lance. 
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2 1 . — This  is  the  shortest  day,  and  is,  at  London^ 
7h.  Mm.  17s.  allowing  9m.  5s.  for  refraction. 

25. — Christmas-day.  A grand  festival  observed 
in  memory  of  the  Nativity  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  It  is,  I believe,  agreed  on  all  hands,  that 
this  festival  is  not  of  divine  institution : nor  is  it 
perhaps  easy  to  fix  the  time  when  it  was  first  observed. 
“ However,  that  it  was  kept  before  the  times  of  Con- 
stantine, we  have  a melancholy  proof ; for  many 
Christians  of  all  ages,  being  met  together  in  a church, 
at  Nicomedia,  to  celebrate  the  memorial  of  Christ’s 
Nativity,  Maximian  or  Dioclesian  sent  some  per- 
sons  to  fire  the  Church,  and  burn  them  all.  But  first 
a cryer  was  ordered  to  proclaim  that  whoever  would 
be  sparedy  should  come  out  and  sacrifice  to  Jupiter, 
Upon  which  one  stepping  up  boldly  said. in  the  name 
of  them  all,  “ We  are  all  Christians,  and  believe  that 
Christ  is  our  only  God  and  King,  and  we  will  sacri- 
fice to  none  but  him.”  The  fire  was  instantly  kindled, 
and  some  thousands  of  men,  women,  and  children, 
perished  in  the  flames.  With  respect  to  the  day  of 
Christ’s  birth,  that  has  been  much  controverted. 
Mr.  Robinson  says,  “ it  has  been  placed  by  men  of 
equal  learning,  in  every  month  of  the  year.”  Mr. 
Joseph  Mede,  “ in  the  primitive  church,  there  was 
neither  ccrla'nty  nor  agreement  about  the  Jme.  Some 
fixed  on  the  21st  of  May,  others  on  diiferent  times.” 
Mr.  Mede’s  opinion  was,  that  “ the  Nativity  took  place 
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in  September,  and  synchronized  with  the  feaU  cf  the' 
Tabernacles.  He  adds,  “ it  was  after  the  time  of 
Constantine,  that  the  day  we  now  observe  was  chosen 
in  the  Latin  Church  ; but  not  in  the  Greek  Church,^ 
till  the  time  of  Chrysostom.”  The  reason  for  fi^ihg 
this  event  on  the  25M  of  December  was  as  follows. 
The  Angel  appeared  to  Zachaiias  as  he  was  burning 
incense : and  though  he  was  only  performing  a part  of 
the  DAILY  ministration,  and  was  one  of  the  ordinary 
Priests,  yet  some  have  supposed  he  was  Sagan  or 
AssisTANTtotheHiGH  Priest, and  was  nowperform- 
ing his  GRAND  office  On  the  day  of  atonement  ; 
and  so  on  this  mistaken  foundation,  calculate 
the  birth  of  John  the  Baptist,  and  of  Christ ; and  all 
other  feasts  which  depend  upon  them.  This  is  done 
in  the  Calendars  both  of  the  Roman  and  Greek 
Church.  Jos.  Mede  agrees  with  Doddridge,  that 
this  rule  isn  false  one.  But  from  the  Histoiy,  and  An- 
tiquity of  Christmas,  let  us  turn  to  some  of  the  cere- 
monies used  at  this  season.  These  I shaU  copy  prin- 
cipally from  Mr.  Brandis  Observations  on  the  xiii 
chapter  of  Bourne^ s Antiquitates  Vulgares.  “ Mr. 
Bourne  omits  the  Yule-Dough  (or  Dow)  a kind  of 
baby,  or  little  image  of  paste,  which  our  bakers  used 
formerly  to  bake  at  this  season,  and  present  to  their 
customers ; in  the  same  manner  as  the  Chandlers  gave 
Christmas  candles.  They  are  called  Tide  Cahes  in 
tlic  county  of  Durham.  I find  at  Rome,  on  the  Vu 
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gil  of  the  Nativity,  swcatnieats  were  - presented  to  the 
fathers  in  the  Vatican,  and  all  kinds  of  little  image* 
(no  doubt  of  paste)  were  to  be  found  at  the  confec- 
tioners’ shops.  There  is  the  greatest  probability  that 
we  have  had  from  hence,  both  our  Yule  Doughs,  and 
Mmce-Pies.  The  Yule  Dough,  has  perhaps  been 
intended  for  ah  image  of  the  Child  Jesus.  It  is  now, 
if  I mistake  not,  pretty  generally  laid  aside,  or  at 
most  retained  only  by  children.  We  are  told  in  the 
Athenian  Oracle,  that  the  Christmas-box  money  is 
derived  from  hence.  Tlie  Romish  priests  had  masses 
jaid  for  almost  every  thing.  If  a ship  went  out  to 
the  Indlest  the  priests  had  a ho:<  in  'her  under  the  pro- 
tection of  some  saint;  cn.1  for  masses,  as  their  cant 
was,  to  be  said  for  them  to  that  saint,  &c.  the  poor 
people  must  put  something  into  the  Prietls^  box,  which 
is  not  to  be  opened  till  the  ship  returns.  The  Mass  at 
that  time  was  called  Ckristmat:  the  box  Christmas 
Box,  or  money  gathered  against  that  time,  that  masses 
might  be  made  by  the  Priests  to  the  Saints,  to  forgive 
the  i^pople  the  debaucheries  of  that  time : and  fronj 
this  Servants  had  the  liberty  to  get  box  money,  that  they 
too  might  be  enabled  to  pay  the  priest  for  his  Masses, 
knowing  wcH  the  truth  of  the  proverb, 

“ No  penny,  no  Pater-noster.” 

Mr.  Bourne,  \\s  his  X!v.  Chapter,  says,  Ano- 
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thcr  custom  observed  at  this  season,  Is  the  adoi  ningof 
windows  witJi  hay  and  laurel.  It  is  but  seldom  ob- 
served in  the  North,  but  in  the  Soutlrern  parts  if 
is  very  common,  particularly  at  our  Universities  ; 
wliere  it  is  customary  to  adorn,  not  only  the  common 
windows  of  the  Town  and  the  Colleges  but  also  to 
bedeck  the  Chapels  of  tlie  Colleges,  with  branches 
of  laurel.  The  laurel  was  used  among  the  ancient 
Romans f as  an  emblem  of  peace^  and  joy,  and  victory. 
And  I Imagine  it  has  been  used  at  this  season  by 
Christians,  as  an  emblem  of  the  same  Things.''  The 
Christmas  Carrol  is  supposed  to  be  an  imitation  of 
the  Glory  be  to  God  on  high,  &c.  w'hich  was  sung 
by  the  Angels,  as  they  hovered  over  the  fields  of 
Bethlehem  In  the  morning  of  the  Nativity."  But  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  novo  sung  from  door  to  door, 
by  persons  who  beg  money  for  their  miserable  noise, 
and  horrid  profanation  of  sacred  names,  ought  to  be 
discouraged  by  all  who  have  any  reverence  for  the 
name  of  their  God  and  Saviour.  Mr.  Brand  has  pie- 
sened  the  following  very  curious  ancient  Carrol  * 
in  die  ScotJa  Language. 

Ane  Sang  of  the  Birth  of  Christ. 

With  the  Tunc  of  Ba'w  lula  law. 


* This  Carrol  is  in  “ Ane  Booke  of  godly  and  si'iiiiual  Sungs, 
Edinburgh,  idj  I,  printed  from  an  old  Copy.” 
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t come  from  Hevin  to  tell 
The  best  nowollls  that  ever  befell  : 

To  yow  thir  Tythenges  trew  I bring. 
And  1 will  of  them  sa^  and  sing. 

This  day  to  yow  is  borne  ane  Cliilde,. 
Of  Marie  nieikc  and  Virgine  niylde, 
That^/.  jfrV  binlng  and  kynde 

S.'ill  yow  rejoice  baitli  Hert  and  ^^ind.• 

My  Saull  and  Lyfe  stand  up  and  see 
Quha  lijes  in  ane  Crihe  of  Y'/vf, 

Ouhat  Babe  is  that  so  gude  and  faire  ? 
It  is  Christ,  God’s  Sonne  and 

O God  that  made  all  Creature^ 

How  art  thou  become  so  pure, 

That  on  the  Hay  and  Straw  will  lye, 
Among  the  Asses,  Oxin,  and  K^e? 

O ray  deir  Hert,  zoung  Jesus  sweit 
Prepare  thy  CreJdil  in  my  S/ireit,. 

And  I sail  rocke  thee  in  my  Hert 
And  never  mair  from  thee  depart. 

But  I sail  praise  the  ever  moir 
With  Sangs  sweit  unto  thy  Gloir,j 
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The  knees  of  my  Hcrt  sail  I bow, 

And  sing  that  richt  Bululaloiu . 

26.  — St.  Stephen,  was  one  of  the  seven  Dea- 
cons chosen  to  take  care  of  the  temporal  concerns  of 
the  church,  (Acts  vi.)  He  possessed  singular 
holiness,  ability,  and  zeal.  His  adversaries,  mem- 
bers of  five  separate  Synagogues,  unable  to  resist  the 
wisdom  and  spirit  by  which  he  spake,  suborned  false 
witnesses,  who  deposed  they  heard  him  speak  blas- 
phemous words  against  God,  and  against  Moses, 
upon  which  he  was  brought  before  the  Sanhedrim. 
He  niade  an  elaborate  defence,  which  is  recorded  in 
thevn.  of  Acts;  and  afterwards  charged  the  Jew* 
with  the  murder  of  Jesus  Chiist.  Thi»  issued  in  his 
own  murder ; for  he  was  instantly  stoned  to  death. 
He  was  the  first  martyr  to  the  Christian  faith.  I^ard- 
ner  and  Doddridge  think  his  deatli  was  rather  the 
effect  of  popular  fury,  than  the  result  of  a legal  sen- 
tence. 

27.  — St.  John,  the  Son  of  Zebedee,  a fisherman 
on  the  sea  of  Galilee,  is  reckoned  the  youngest  of 
Christ’s  Apostles.  He  had  the  y>cculiar  appellation 
of  “ the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved.”  This  excel- 
lent man  was  a witness  of  his  Master’s  last  sufferings ; 
and  after  the  crucifixion,  fufiiled  his  dying  charge  by 
taking  Mary  to  his  owm  liome.  He  tvas  banished  by 
Domulan  to  the  l»lc  of  Tatmos,  after  having,  as  is 
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said,  come  unhurt  out  of  a cauldron  of  burning  oil. 
(See  May  6.)  His  writings  are  numerous,  and 
breathe,  in  a very  eminent  degree,  the  spirit  of  his 
Divine  Master. 

His  Gospel,  written  at  Ephesus,  in 69. 

J.  II.  III.  Catholic  Epistles,  at  Ephesus,  betweet^ 
80  & 90. 

Revelations,  at  Patmos,  or  Ephesus  ....  90,  or  95- . 

Tradition  reports,  that  when  he  was  a very  old 
man,  he  used 'to  be  carried  into  the  Church  at  Ephe- 
sus, and  say,  little  children,  love  one  ano- 
ther. He  returned  from  his  banishment,  and  lived 
till  the  third  or  fourth  year  of  Trajan  ; so  that  he 
must  have  been  nearly  an  hundred  years  of  age  when . 
lie  died.  Tlie  appellation  of  Divine  given  to  St., 
John  is  not  canonical  ; but  was  first  applied  to  him, 
bv  Eusebius,  on  account  of  those  mysterious,  and, 
sublime  points  of  Divinity,  with  the  knowledge  of 
which  he  seems  to  have  been  favoured  above  his  fellow* 
Apostles..  Perhaps  this  may  explain  the  etymology 
of  ths  word  Dlvlni,  as  applied  to  Christian  Minis-, 
ters. 

28. — Holy  Innocents.  This  festival  is  kept  to  . 
commemorate  the  slaughter  of  the  Jewish  Chiidren 
by  Herod.  The  Greek  Church  reckons  the  number 
HhOOO  ; but  as  the  Scripture  is  silent  on  the  subject, 
it  becomes  us  to  be  so.  This  is  also  called  Childermas 
day  [from  child  and  mass']  that  is,  I suppose,  on  ac- 
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count  of  the  Masses  said  for  the  souls  of  the  poorinio^ 
cents.  Chlldei  nias  Day  is  reckone'd,  by  superstitious 
people,  very  unpropitious.  Hence  in  the  Spectator, 
the  mother  says,  “ No,  Child,  if  it  please  God,  you 
shall  not  go  into  join-hand  on  Childennas  Day.’* 
And  Mr.  Bourne  observes,  that  according  to  the 
Monks,  it  is  unlucky  to  begin  any  work  on  Chllda-mas 
Day. 

Wheatley,  speaking  of  St.  Stephen,  St.  John 
and  Holy  Innocints,  says,  “the  placing  them 
immediately  after  Christmas  day,  was  to  intimate, 
as  is  supposed,  that  none  are  thought  fit. er  attendants 
on  Christ’s  Nativity,  than  those  blessed  Martyrs  who 
have  not  scnipled  to  lay  down  their  temporal  lives  for 
him,  from  whose  incarnation  and  birth  they  have  re- 
ceived life  eternal.  Accordingly  we  may  observe, 
that  as  there  are  three  kinds  of  martyrdom ; the 
first,  both  in  will- and  deed,  which  is  the  highest ; 

the  second  In  will,  but  not  in  deed  ; the  third  in 
% 

deed,  but  not  in  tvill ; so  the  Church  commemorates 
these  martyrs  in  the  same  order.  St.  Stephen, 
first,  who  suffered  both  in  will  and  deed  ; St.  John, 
next,  who  suffered  in  will,  but  not  in  deed  ; the  Ho- 
ly iNNacENTS  last,  who  suffered  in  deed,  but  not 
Ih  will.” 

81. — Silvester  the  I.  succeeded  Miltiades  in  the 
Papacy  of  Rome,  a.  d.  314,  He  is  said  to  have 
been  the  Author  of  several  rites  and  ceremonies  of 
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the  Romish  Church,  as  asylums,  unctions,  palls,  cor- 
porals, mitres,  See.  He  died  in  354. 

At  the  end  of  this  list  of  martyrs,  &c.  I shall  add 
ONE,  who  is  much  more  woithy  of  notice  than  the 
greater  part  of  those  who  are  in  the  Calendar  ; tliough, 
as  far  as  my  reading  extends,  he  has  not  found  a 
place  in  Ecclesiastical  History.  I refer  to  Antipas, 
tire  only  person  whom  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  mcn^ 
tions  by  name  as  having  suftered  death  for  his  sake. 
Antipas  (says  he,  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Church  at 
Pergamos,)  my  faithful  martyr,  who  was 

SLAIN  AMONG  YOU  WHERE  SaTAN  DWELLETH. 

“ Ecclesiastical  History,”  says  Dr.  Doddridge, 
“ has  not  informed  us  who  this  Antipas  was  ; but  we 
may  be’  sure  that  such  condescending  notice  taken  of 
him  by  his  Divine  Master,  would  be  instead  of  a . 
thousand  arguments  to  animate  ihe  courage  and  fidelity 
of  other -Christians,  who  might  be  called  out  to  the 
hke  extremities.” 
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Knox's  Elegant  Extracts ; or  Useful  and 
Entertaining  Passages  In  Prose  ; selected- 
for  the  Improvement  of  Scholars  at  Clas- 
sical and  other  Schools  in  the  art  of 
Speaking,  in  Reading,  Tliinking,  Com- 
posing, and  in  the  Conduct  of  Life, 
lat^e  Svo.  - - - 0 IS  d 

— Elegant  Extracts  in  Poetry,  select-- 

ed  from  various  English  /.Aithors  ; being 
( similar  in  Design  to  the  Prose  Extracts, 
large  Svo.  - . . - 0 18  #^ 

. ...  Elegant  Epistles ; or,  a Copious 
Collection  of  Familiar  and  Amusing  Let- 
ters, selected  for  the  Improvement  of 
» Y^ung  Persons,  and  for  genend  Enter- 
tainment, large  Svo.  - - 0 14  • 

Poetical  Epitome;  or.  Elegant 

Extracts  abridged  from  the  larger  volume  0 3 6: 

— — ; — Prose  Epitome  ; or.  Elegant  Ex- 
tracts abridged  from  the  larger  volume  0 3 6-. 

. Models  of  Letters,  being  an  Epi- 
tome of  the  large  Octavo  volume,  entitled 


I 


Books  pullished  by  J.  Mawman,  2^,  Poult nj. 

Elegant  Epistles  : and  containing  Select 
Letters  from  the  best  English  Authors, 
with  many  tr^anslated  from  the  French, 
which  have  never  appeared  in  any  foi'mer 
translation  0 ^ 

Murrtf’s  (Ann)  Mentoria  ; or  the  Young 
l^adies’  Instructor,  in  familiar  Conversa- 
tions on  moral  and  entertaining  Subjects 
calculated  to  improve  young  Minds  in  the 
essential  as  well  as  ornamcnul  Parts  of 
Female  Education,  10th  edit.  12mo. 
bound  - - - 0 3 6 

New  and  Entertaining  Geographical  Game, 
on  Cards,  by  the  Author  of  the  Parent’s 
Friend  : recommended  by  William 

Frend,  Esq.  In  a box  - - 0 7 6 

Ouiseau’s  Practical  Geography,  containing 
a concise  View  of  Europe,  Asia,  Afiica, 

^d  America,  bound  - 0 4 0 

riumtrec's  Stories  for  Children,  half 

bound  - - - 0 2 0 

Shendaii’s  Plan  of  Education  for  the  Young 

Nobility  and  Gentry  of  Great  Britain  0 3 0 

— — Elements  of  Reading,  with  ro- 

ga.rd  to  Pronunciation  and  Spelling  0 10 

Stedman’s  Study  of  Astronomy,  adapted 
to  the  Capacities  of  Youth,  in  twelve 
Familiar  IDiah  gucs,  between  a Tutor 
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Bochs  published  by  J.  Mawmany  22,  Poullriy. 


and  his  Pupil,  explaining  the  general 
Phenomena  of  the  Heavenly  Bodies, 
the  Theory  of  the  Tides,  &c.  illustrated 
with  copper-plates,  4th  edition  bound  0 
fSuflitnaiy  of  Modern  Geography,  for  the 
use  of  the  Lower  Classes  of  an  Acade- 
my near  Town,  bound  - 0 

Summary  of  Ancient  and  Modern  Univer- 
sal Plistory,  just  published,  bound  0 

TorVmgtotC  s Christian  Child’s  bjielling 
Book  just  published,  bound  0 

Trimmer's  [Mrs.]  Comment  on  Dr.  Watts’s 
Divine  Songs  for  Children  - 0 

Turner's  New  and  Easy  Intioduction  to 
Universal  Geography,  l2mo.  bound  0 

Easy  Introduction  to  the  Aits  and 

Sciences,  12mo.  bound  . . 0 

..  Epitome  of  Universal  Histoiy, 

12mo. ^ 

Two  Mentors,  a Modern  Stoiy,  by  the 
Author  of  the  Old  English  Baron  - 0 

Vivian's  Exposition  of  the  Catechism  of 
the  Church  of  England,  by  Question  and 
Answer  - - - - ‘ ^ 

Three  Dialogues  between  a Mi- 
nister and  one  of  his  Parishioners,  Sd, 
or  2J  for  - - - 
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